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By Bishop Matthew H. Clark

Among the blessings I have experienced
"in my years as Bishop of Rochester, few
rank with the association I have been privi-
leged to have with my brother bishop, Den-
nis W. Hickey. He has been a strong and
good friend since I first met him in 1979,
and I have learned much from him.

I think of him with special fondness
these days because he is about to celebrate
a distinctive milestone in his life. On
Friday, October 28, Bishop Hickey will cele-
brate his 80th birthday. A proud native of
Dansville, this gentle, wise man was
ordained a priest of our diocese in 1941
and a bishop in 1968.

In those long years of service, the bishop
has been assigned to a variety of ministries
and has distinguished himself in every one

- of them. But my purpose in the column is
not to review the variety of his ministries
or his distinguished service in each.
Rather, my purpose is to say a word about
this man who has meant so much to so
many of us for so long.

As I reflect on my years of association

~ with Dennis Hickey, I think of the three
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through passing years and changing
circumstances. I have never seen Dennis
throw .up his arms in despair at what'’s
happening in our church or our culture.
He’s much more likely to extend his arms
to embrace the real and try to coax out of
it all the good that’s there.

I also cherish the bishop’s sense of
perspective. His long pastoral experience,
his expansive reading and varied interests

qualities of his I admire most deeply. are all part of Dennis’ ability to see things
The first is his considerable intellectual as they are and to see the pieces of even

curiosity and openness to the ideas of complex issues in relationship to one

other people. I have often wondered how another.

Deénnis does all that he does and still He remains calm in difficult

- manages to read so much in theology, circumstances. That calmness allows him to

history and politics. But read much he reach deep into his life experience, to

does. harvest and share the wisdom to which that
In his commitment to reading, as I see it,  experience has given birth. And, even

is rooted his capacity contmuggy; fogrow w:rhen he has no better solution to the
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Warm praise for a good friend

dilemma at hand than the rest of us do, he
shares the precious gift of his humor. And
when he does so, he offers the loving
reminder that when you’re laughing it’s dif-
ficult to blow things out of proportion or
to take yourself too seriously.

A third quality of Dennis Hickey’s that
has meant a great deal to me since the day
I first met him is his deep and genuine love
for the church. I have seen that in such a
wide variety of ways that I find it difficult
to capture it in just a few words.

The best I can do is to say that I think
Dennis is a realist about the church. By that
I mean that he has a deep, discerning spirit
that allows him to perceive and to celebrate
all that is good and beautiful within and
among our community of faith. That same
spirit endows him with the capacity to be in
touch with our faults, our failings and our
never-ending need for reform. It’s
wonderful to have a colleague and friend
who brings such gifts to any discussion and
always shares those gifts in a way that
leaves others feeling honored and
encouraged.

For all of the good gifts Dennis Hickey
has shared with us I express deep, personal
thanks. And, as I wish him a happy
birthday, 1 express the hope that we will all
enjoy his friendship for many more happy,
healthy years.

Bishop Hickey will be pleased if you wish
him a happy birthday in the days ahead.
And I guarantee that he’ll be positively
ecstatic if you tell him you read about it in
the Catholic Courier!

Peace to all.
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