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Aquinas priest-teacher resigns post at school 
By Rob Cullivan 
Staff writer 

ROCHESTER - Father Joseph M. 
Lanzalaco, CSB, has resigned from 
Aquinas Institute after the school's prin
cipal, Basilian Father Dennis P. Noelke, 
suspended die priest Tuesday night, Oct. 
11, after Father Lanzalaco publicly crit
icized the Catholic school's board of 
trustees. 

In an Oct. 7 public letter, Father Lan
zalaco claimed the school's board of 
trustees reneged on a June, 1994, deal 
that tabled establishment of a presiden
t's position at the school for 1994-95. 

Additionally, Father Lanzalaco as
serted that the Basilian community had 
been left out of promised discussions 
regarding the'establishment of a presi
dent's position at Aquinas. 

He also called for the board's resig
nation and for formation of a teachers' 
union at Aquinas. 

Father Lanzalaco said he decided to 
resign rather than become a "folk hero" 
among students, teachers or alumni dis
content with the current board of 
trustees overseeing Aquinas. 

"I knew the minute I was suspended, 
I became the issue," Father Lanzalaco 
said. He emphasized that he wanted the 
Basilians' dispute with the board of 
trustees — and die lack of a union at the 
school — to be the focus of public at
tention, and not his personal plight. 

He added that he had initially refused 
to take the suspension, but was subse-
quendy ordered to accept it by his su
periors in Toronto. 

"I've taken a vow," the priest re
marked. "I won't go in the face of, my" 
religious superiors." 

Father Lanzalaco said students and 
faculty members had expressed support 
for his public stance, but that he had 
discouraged any demonstrations on his 

behalf by students. 
"I said, 'Let the adults battle it out,'" 

he commented. 
According to Fadier Dennis J. Kauff-

man, superior of the Basilians at 
Aquinas, at least one of die issues raised 
by Father Lanzalaco has been settled 
during die last week. 

Fadier Kauffman noted diat members 

of the board of trustees and the Basil
ian community met on Friday, Oct. 14, 
in an effort to include the Basilians in 
die dialogue concerning the role a pres-
ident would play in the school's admin
istration. 

This meeting came in response to an 
Oct. 6 letter in which diree officers of 
the local Basilian community informed 
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die Aquinas board diat they were hav
ing "great difficulty" in appointing one 
of their members to serve on the 
school's presidential search committee. 
The letter attributed that difficulty to 
"several unresolved issues" surrounding 
die position's establishment. 

That letter — delivered to die Catholic 
Courier by an individual who requested 
anonymity — was written by Father 
Kauffman; Fadier John B. Huber, first 
councilor, and Fadier Albert R. Gaelens, 
second councilor. 

Addressed to die board's officers, and 
the chairs of the Presidential Search 
Committee and die Chair of the Advi
sory Committee, die letter states: 

"The Basilian community at Aquinas 
is having great difficulty appointing one 
of its members to serve as representa
tive on the Advisory Committee to the 
Presidential Search Committee of the 
Board of Trustees due to several unre
solved issues." 

The letter recalls that on June 10, Fa
ther Kauffman and Frank B. Iacovan-
gelo, co-chairman of the Presidential 
Search Committee, released a joint state
ment indicating dialogue would take 
place between the board and die Basil
ians regarding the presidency. 

"We are now asked to appoint one of 
our members to an Advisory Commit
tee for die purpose of meeting and in
terviewing the three finalists for die po
sition of president, when no dialogue 
has yet occurred between die Board and 
the local Basilian community for die 
purpose of clarifying diose issues asso
ciated widi the position of president," 
die Oct. 6 letter states. 

"Closely associated with diis issue is 
die fact, that we. have never been I 
presented widi job descriptions for the 
proposed administrative structure of 
Aquinas as envisioned by die Presiden-
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Diocesan agencies try to fight domestic abuse 
By Lee Strong 
Senior staff writer 

October is Domestic Vio
lence Awareness Morah. 

But counselors at Catholic 
Charities of die Soudiem Tier 
and Finger Lakes Social Min
istry know diat domestic abuse 
in its many forms is really a 
year-round problem. 

"The truth is, it pretty much 
permeates our family system," 
observed Norman White, coordinator 
of Catholic Charities Emergency Ser
vices for Cadiolic Charities of die Soudv 
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ern Tier. 
In Chemung County alone, 

White said, recently compiled 
data from police and social ser
vice agencies shows there were 
some 1,800 instances of domes
tic violence reported between 
1989 and 1992. That violence 
included die abuse of spouses, 
children, siblings and parents. 

Meanwhile, Sister Alicia 
Schur, RSM, counseling services 
coordinator for Finger Lakes So

cial Ministry, estimated diat between 15 
and 20 percent of approximately 200 
clients her department sees annually 
have been victims of physical abuse. 

In addition, she observed, "I diink die 
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whole area of verbal abuse I can't even 
begin to estimate." 

In attempting to respond to die num
ber of abused individuals seeking help, 
Catholic Charities of die Southern Tier 
sponsored an Oct. 18 workshop focus
ing on pastoral responses to die prob
lem. The program presented the dy
namics of abuse, why women remain in 
abusive relationships and how abuse af
fects children. 

White helped to organize the work
shop along widi Kadiy Dubel, director of 
die Elmira-based Cadiolic Charities' De
partment of Justice and Peace. 

The Southern Tier agency, along widi 
Finger Lakes Social Ministry's counseling 
services, are funded in part widi Thanks 
Giving Appeal money. 

Domestic abuse is a problem putting 
demands on die two agencies services. 
And it is a problem affecting all family 
members. 

"The family is an increasingly dan
gerous place to be," White observed. 
"We put a lot of energy into broadening 
perspectives beyond spousal abuse." 

In addition to educating parish staffs 
as to the nature of domestic abuse, 
White said he hoped the workshop 
might lead participants to developing 
follow-up responses, such as creating ad
ditional support groups. 

"There's certainly a need for com
munity support services beyond thera
py," White said. 

Sister Schur agreed with White's con
tention that people's understanding of 
what abuse is — particularly verbal abuse 
— needs to be expanded. 
, "Verbal abuse is anything diat takes 
away a person's sense of self-wqith," Sis
ter Schur explained. "Sometimes its 

something as simple as name-calling. 
Sometimes, it's more subde, like low ex
pectations." 

Parents often resort to verbally abus
ing their children without realizing it, 
sometimes calling them names such as 
"stupid" or "bad." Verbal abuse, along 
with neglect, "Can be so much more 
harmful than physical abuse," she ob
served. But all too often, she added, die 
approach to more subde kinds of abuse 
is "We can't see it, so we don't know it." 

Sister Schur said that a need exists in 
die Finger Lakes region for more sup
port groups to help people affected by 
abuse. In addition, die region could use 
a shelter for battered women. One ex
isted, she noted, but had to close due to 
die lack of funds. 

And work remains to be done to ex
plain die effects of abuse on die victims 
and why diey often fail to do anything to 
change die situation, Sister Schur con
tinued. 

"Women that get abused, they often 
don't know anything else," Sister Schur 
said. "They don't know that that's not 
die way it's supposed to be." 

Consequently, both Sister Schur and 
White noted, all too often abuse is not 
reported, or charges do not get filed. 

One new weapon in the fight against 
abuse is a new state law, White reported. 
In die past, if a woman was abused, she 
had to file charges against the perpe
trator. But many of these women were 
afraid to do so, or changed their minds. 
Under the new law, if a police officer 
sees clear signs of physical abuse, the 
officer may file charges. 

White observed that in states where 
such laws exist, incidents of abuse, are 
declining. 


