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Faith calls us to work to end suffering 
By Dr. Patricia Schoelles, SSJ 
Courier columnist 

For Christians, the moral life is root
ed in God. We seek to live our whole 
lives as a return gift of praise, thanks
giving and love to the One who has 
first loved us. 

Today many theologians and moral
ists are stressing the fact that we need 
to reflect on the view of God we be
lieve in and we present to one anoth
er. Good theology always reminds us 
of what we already know, and today 
we know very well that the state of 
our world presents particular diffi
culties as we try to relate to God. We 
are more aware than any people in 
history ever have been that there is 
massive suffering on this planet. 

Some estimates indicate that two-
thirds of the people alive today are 
living in condit ions of enormous 
poverty. We are reminded daily that 
there are many "holocausts" of many 
peoples around our globe, and that 
the suffering peoples of our world 
have little reason to hope for im
provement. 

These conditions — and the aware
ness of them that our modern com
munications have brought upon us — 
cause us to reflect on our view of 
God. This, of course, is because we 
believe in a God who holds particu
lar — and loving — plans and inten
tions for the creation and redemption 
of those He loves. Suffering has al
ways been a stumbling block in the 
face of belief; the suffering, which to
day affects the majority of those alive, 
presents particular difficulties 
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Theologians, whose job it is to help 
us say what we are experiencing in 
our faith, are writing quite a bit about 
God and suffering. In his book An Al
ternative Vision, Roger Haight has writ
ten: "A good case can be made for the 
view that die human crisis of our time 
lies in the massive amount of human 
suffering and our new appreciation 
of it... human suffering has been com
pounded in our day in terms of ab
solute numbers to a degree never be
fore realized in the history of the hu
man race ... we are aware of this suf-

' fering in a completely new way." 
The contradiction between this sit

uation of massive suffering and the 
God of Christian faith is obvious. If 
we reflect on what is probably the 
most prayed Psalm of our entire tra
dition, the 23rd Psalm, we see a God 
who wants to prepare rich banquets 
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for those He loves, who would lead us 
along peaceful streams, who would 

- lavish us with die best of all that there 
is. This picture of God reflects very 
well the core experience most of us 
have of God — we know the God who 
wants to do good things for those He 
loves, which includes all of us. 

In the face of this contradiction, 
Roger Haight and many others re
mind us that today more than ever be
fore we need to advance a view of 
God who cares especially for those 
who suffer. Kenan Osborn, OFM, a 
wonderful scholar, has written in his 
book Ministry: "An unreflected view 
of God, which does not reach out in 
love and even in preference to the dis
posed and the poor of the world, to 
the racially others and to the cultur
ally marginated peoples of the creat
ed universe, has become suspect." To
day we have to promote and believe 
in the God who will to end human 
suffering. 

In fact, much of contemporary the
ology is intent on unders tanding 
"what God is doing in the world" — 
God's will — in terms of ending the 
massive suffering of human beings. 
Much of what is happening in human 
history appears to be happening 
"against God's will." 

As I stated previously, our own 
moral lives are rooted in God. As we 
continue to clarify the view of God 
that forms the basis for our faith and 
our lives, we may find our attention 
and our energy drawn in new direc
tions. Today, faith is calling us to react 
against human suffering. Our experi
ence of God beckons us to work with 

God and on behalf of God's will to 
change the conditions of our world 
that cause suffering to take place. 

Some spiritualities I have known in 
my life have not helped me to pro
mote this view of God. To offer an ex
ample, at one time in my life I would 
have reflected on the symbol of the 
crucifix in this* way: "Look at Jesus, 
suffering in silence and not rebuking 
his tormentors. He suffered willingly 
and so should we. Suffering is God's 
will for us, and we should accept it. 
My response to the suffering of Jesus 
should be to accept my suffering and 
to encourage others to accept their 
suffering, too." 

Today, conscious of the God who 
is in solidarity with suffering people, 
I might reflect on the crucifix in this 
way: "Look at Jesus, who came to love 
us and show us how to love one an
other. The suffering of Jesus hap
pened because of our refusal to love. 
If we love rightly, we can help to bring 
an end to the many 'crucifixions' that 
are occurring because of human self
ishness and sin. My response to the 
crucifixion of Jesus should be to work 
to end suffering and to encourage oth
ers to reject it, too." 

Our proclamation of God occurs 
in our hearts and on our lips, and it 
occurs in our lives, too. Our actions, 
above all, should proclaim to the 
world that ours is a God who loves all 
of us, and who is in solidarity with the 
poor ones, among us. If we do not pro
claim this God, we risk making God 
"in-credible" to others and even to 
ourselves in this age of massive suf
fering. 

Uant to look "Boo-tiful" and 
'Gore-jus" this Halloveen?!... 

borne in for a"spell" and let our experienced Boo Crew 
"* outfit you vit von of our costumes for rent or sale. 

Check out our prize-winning Halloween costumes and party 
accessories, masks, make-up, wigs, hats, trick or treat handouts, 

and many more ghoulish items. 

Bring in this ad for FREE FANGS! 

KING SALES/COURT JESTER 
"The Complete Halloween Store" 

locally owned for over 17years 
Open 10am-9pm Mon.-Fri.; Sat. 10am-5pm; 

Sun. Noon to 5pm during Oct. 
46 Sager Drive • 442-8922 

off Culver between East & University (behind Empire Electrjc) 

HILLSIDE 

Interested In 
A Challenge? 

Want To Make 
A Difference? 

Become a foster parent for adolescents 
who need patience and understanding. 

Short term care, liberal salary, training and support services. 

Please contact: 

HILLSIDE CHILDREN'S CENTER 
Kathy McGonigal 266-4330 

What you should know about your fuel injected car: 
If your car is more than 2 years old-or has more than 30,000 miles, 
YOU NEED YOUR FUEL SYSTEM CLEANED. 
Dirt destroys your engine, it bogs down your car's performance. 
It builds up on your engine's valves and pistons, and clogs fuel injectors. 
What does this mean? It means your car is not performing like it should and you're 
getting LESS MILES PER GALLON THAN YOUR VEHICLE WAS MEANT TO GET. 

Symptoms of dirty fuel injectors include: 
O Decreased gas mileage o Poor acceleration 
O Knocks and pings O Lack of power 
O Hesitations o Idles rough 

IF YOUR CAR HAS ANY ONE OF THESE SYMPTOMS-DO NOT LET WINTER 
CATCH YOU WITHOUT GETTING YOUR FUEL INJECTED ENGINE CLEANED. With 
the state-of-the-art MotorVac Cleaning System, you will immediately notice the 
difference in how your car runs 
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Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-5:30pm; 

Thurs'til 9:00pm. 
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The Bible teaches the meaning and purpose of "gleaning," 
thanking God for a fruitful harvest by providing for the less for
tunate. In modern times, gleaning is equally important. With its1 

Oct. 13th edition, the Catholic Courier will publish a special Fall\ 
Harvest supplement to reinforce the principals and importance 
of gleaning in 1994. You can be a part of this process, while introducing your products 
and services to our readers this year. 

For more information or to participate in the Courier's Fall Harvest supplement, call 
j your sales representative or the Courier advertising department at 716-328-4340. 
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