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Improving communication a challenge 
By Bishop Matthew H. Clark 

When I mentioned to you in a recent 
column that I wanted to work on 
improving communications within our 
Roman Catholic community, I was 
picking up on a theme that emerged very 
strongly in our Synod process. In that 
experience, it became evident frequently 
and in many different ways that good 
communications are a continuing 
challenge to us. 

One example of that fact was the great 
number of instances in which participants 
suggested the initiation of a particular ser
vice or ministry, only to discover that the 
service or ministry in question already ex
ists. 

Another example was the displeasure 
participants expressed about decisions 
that have been made and the processes 
that led to those decisions. We discovered 
frequently enough that, when we learned 
of these individuals' concerns and were 
able to provide information they had not 
had, they felt much better about die 
decisions and die processes diat led to 
diem. And I am certainly grateful for the 
opportunity our Synod has afforded us to 
share a great amount of information 
about die life of our church widi great 
numbers of people in all parts of our 12-
county diocese. 

But beyond die special opportunity die 
Synod has afforded for die transmission 
of a substantial amount of information, it 
has challenged all of us in the Catholic 

LONG THE WAY 

community to think about die ways in 
which we relate to one anodier. 

I mean that in a very positive way. To 
me, the Synod has been a blessed process 
in large measure because of die 
commitment made by die vast majority of 
participants, bodi to speak and to listen to 
one anodier widi reverence and respect. 

Those beautiful qualities in die people 
of diis diocese certainly pre-existed die 
Synod. There is no question about that. 
But I have a sense that our strong 
experience of diem witiiin the Synod 
process helped bring us to deeper levels 
of common understanding and purpose. 
And based on that I have great 
confidence that our parish communities, 
and our diocesan ministries in support of 
them, will implement our Synod in a way 
diat will help us come to deeper life 

together. 
In that spirit I hope we will all continue 

to make every effort to engage in die kind 
of honest and trusting conversations that 
respect the dignity of all participants and 
increase the likelihood that die decisions 
we make and the directions we take will 
truly be guided by the Holy Spirit and, 
therefore, be life-giving good for our com
munity of faith. 

Last week I asked you to pray for die 
participants in the 11 regional meetings 
to be held on October 1. They will be 
reviewing a draft of our diocesan plan for 
implementation of our Synod at die 
parish level. This week let me renew that 
request and add die request diat you 
include among your prayers die prayer 
around which we have gadiered all 
through die process: 

A Synod Prayer 
Loving and gracious Cod 
open our minds, inspire our wills, 
guide our actions, draw us into one, 

and support our faidi. 
Grant your people die grace to discover 
your gende love in one anodier, and 
in diis discovery, help us discern your will. 
When we struggle, help us to be hopeful. 
When we speak, inspire us to be kind. 
When we decide, grant us patience and 

understanding. 
When we pray, create peace witiiin us. 
In all we do, help us labor to renew your 
church. 

• • • 

Thanks. Peace to all. 
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Mid-Winter Break, 7-Day 

EASTERN CARIBBEAN CRUISE 
With WHAM's CHET WALKER 

February 18-25,1995 • Featuring the S/S NORWAY 
"One of the World's Legendary Cruise Skips" 

We invite you to join us on this mid-winter Cruise! MMaria Travel has special group 
rates for this popular mid-winter sailing. We have taide cabins at a rate of $125SJ0O 
or outside cabins at $134840 per person plus $104.50 per person port tax. 

1 < * - R o u i d i n p artate ttom Rocrester to Mam . Fatyous enterfinmera adoatd Die 
• Roundtnp transfers "-om aapdrtio per inducing Daggage handing • Our p r o a t e G x M Patty aboard sfip 
• Cruse accoronooations • Pre-deparMe<)ei-trJ9eitier 
- AJ meals aooaf d we s*> - Personaty escorted from Rochester 

271-0100 

Ports of Call include-
St Maarten, St. John, 
St Thomas and others. 
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BASEBALL 
A F I L M B V K E N B U R N S 

S E P T E M B E R 18-22, 25-
8:00 P.M. 

CELEBRATE AMERICA'S 
NATIONAL PASTIME 
WITH THIS EPIC 
TELEVISION 
MINI-SERIES 

LOCAL BROADCAST OF BASEBALL is MADE POSSIBLE IN PART BY 
DICK'S CLOTHING & SPORTING GOODS. 

Get your'94-95 
Diocesan 
Directory! 
Available Now! 

This 150-page loose-leaf book is 
your guide to every parish, 
office, agency and organization 
in the 12-county Diocese of 
Rochester. It contains tele
phone listings for all clergy and 
church personnel, as well as 
complete Mass schedules 
for every parish in the dio
cese! 

Mail orders may be placed 
by sending the coupon below — with 
payment — to the address indicated on 
the coupon. 

• NO PRICE INCREASE • 

Directory Pages 
with Binders 

1-3 sets $15 each 
4 or more sets $12 each 

Directory Pages only 
1-3 sets $9.50 each 
4-6 sets ........... $8.00 each 
7 or more sets .. $7.00 each 

• 1994-95 D I O C E S A N DIRECTORY c/o C A T H O L I C COURIER ' 
1 1 $ 0 BUFFALO R O A D , ROCHESTER, N Y 1 4 6 2 4 

Enclosed please find $ for page sets only 

Enclosed please find $ for -̂  page sets with binders 

Total enclosed: $ 
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