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CATHOLIC COURIER DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, N.Y.

Prayer; hard work sustain Synod efforts

By Bishop Matthew H. Clark

Saturday, October 1, will be another
important moment in our Synod process.

On that day, one year after the celebra-
tion of our General Synod, teams from
every parish and faith community in our
diocese will gather at 11 regional sites to
review the draft of our diocesan pastoral
plan. That plan was drawn up in support
of parish efforts to implement our Synod
_priorities.

The draft pastoral plan has involved a
monumental amount of work on the part
of parish communities, our Synod
.wnplementation Commission, our

- Pastoral Office staff and countless
volunteers.who have offered generous
support to the effort.

I am happy to tell you that the work
done by all of the persons and groups
mentioned above has been done in the
same spirit that has characterized our
Synod process from the beginning.

_ By that I mean to say that the
participants have labored with an explicit
and conscious dependence on the Holy

LONG THE WAY

their personal preferences aside when
convinced that some other choice would
better serve the common good.

Without prejudice to the freedom of
any participant at the October 1 meetings
to offer honest critique of the draft plan,
I want to say that I am very proud of the
plan and of the people who produced it.
They made every possible.effort to
respond to your expressed desires as they

went about their work.

Because of that I do believe that our
plan as it will be amended as a result of

that has involved so many for so long, I
want to renew my request to all of the.
people of our diocese that we join in sup-
port of our Synod through our prayer,
fasting and daily works of charity.

You have been so generous in your sup-- '

port of this work that I do not hésitate at
all to ask you to continue it for God’s-
blessings on our October 1 meetings.

I don’t want to close this week witheut
telling you about a recent trip to
Corning. The parishes of the Corning-
Painted Post Catholic Community invited
me down to preside at a prayer service
marking the re-opening of the former St.
Patrick School to house the pre-
kindergarten and kindergarten programs
of All Saints Academy.

It’s not often these days that we open

or re-open school space in the Northeast

region of our country. I want to congratu-
late all of the people of the community
and say a special word of thanks to Father
Bill Spilly, pastor of the community, and

to Mr. Vince Moschetti, principal of All - -

Saints Academsy.

- Thanks for your kind attention to these
words. Please don’t forget to pray for
- many blessings on our éommunity '

Spirit for wisdom and guidance; that
their conversations have been honest and
trusting even in moments of struggle and

the October 1 consultation will be of
great help to us as we continue to work
together to-deepen the life-of our -

U disagreement; and that they have community and serve the reign of God. through the work of the' Synoﬂ. e |
! i displayed a remarkable capacity to put At this critical moment in a process Peace to all. R
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Yugoslavia: “Much thanks to all donors to
the Propagation of the Faith for your generous
support. Because of war actions in Bosnia and
around Sarajevo, we have displaced our semi-
nary into the convent of Croatian Dominicans.
This is the second consecutive year of the
seminary’s activity in exile. The seminarians
sleep in a nearby hotel, while the 15 professors
are stationed in the convent. They all celebrate
the Liturgy in the Dominican church and have
classes in the convent. We have 56 seminarians;
four of them will be ordained this June. Despite
the war situation, the archdiocese of Vrhbosna-
Sarajevo recently enrolled 13 new candidates for
the minor seminary. Seminary superiors and
students pray for all benefactors who make

possible our quiet work in war conditions.”

KEITH M. SANGER, D.D.S.
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