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Population document's wording scrutinized 
CAIRO, Egypt (CNS) - A Vatican 

spokesman said a proposal by a World 
Health Organization official might help 
resolve church objections to parts of a 
draft U.N. document on population and 
development 

The spokesman, Joaquin Navarro-
Valls, also read a two-page statement to 
the press Sept. 6 to clarify the Vatican's 
objections as the U.N. International 
Conference on Population and Devel­
opment worked through its second day 
of deliberations. 

"While the draft document contains 
many positive elements, the Holy See 
cannot give explicit or implicit support 
to those parts of the document regard­
ing abortion, the weakening of several 
family-related terminologies, the effec­
tive encouragement among adolescents 
of a liberal sexual lifestyle free of 
parental rights with no reference to eth­
ical values, all of which in the long term 
can only bring damage to individuals 
and society," Navarro-Valls said. 

At the Sept. 5-13 conference, some 
170 countries were working to forge a 
nonbinding "Program of Action" on 
population and development. About 10 
percent of the language in die document 
was contested at preparatory meetings in 
April. 

Navarro-Valls in separate remarks 
mentioned a proposal from Dr. Hiroshi 
Nakajima, president of the World Heakh 
Organization, who suggested dropping 
any reference to "fertility regulation" 
and replacing it with the phrase, "cul­
turally appropriate family planning ser­
vices." 

"Maybe we can agree with that," 
Navarro-Valls said. One of the Vatican's 
objections has been that phrases such 
as "reproductive health" and "fertility 
regulation" are understood to include 
abortion. 

In a speech to the conference, U.S. 
Vice President Al Gore reiterated earli­
er remarks denying that the United 
States seeks an international right to 
abortion. He made similar comments in 
Washington in late August. 

On Sept. 6 Gore met with the Vatican 
ambassador to die United Nations, Arch­
bishop Renato Martino. The vice presi­
dent later told reporters he did not ex­
pect the Vatican to sign the final docu­
ment. 

Responding to Gore's statement, 
Navarro-Valls told reporters, "the Vati­
can came here to work for a consensus 
document." 

After the vice president 's August 
speech, Navarro-Valls said the draft doc-

Concerns over security nix 
pontiff's visit to Sarajevo 
By John Thavis 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY - Pope John Paul II 
canceled plans to visit Sarajevo in war-
torn Bosnia-Herzegovina because secu­
rity could not be guaranteed, the Vatican 
said. 

The Vatican's announcement Sept. 6 
came less than 48 hours before the pon­
tiff was to arrive in Sarajevo for a one-
day visit. The decision followed a series 
of high-level contacts between Vatican, 
U.N. and Bosnian officials. 

The pope was "saddened" at being 
forced to call the trip off, and he 
planned to visit the city "as soon as con-

< ditions permit," the Vatican said. 
The statement said the pope had al­

ways underlined the need for safety as­
surances for the people who were, ex­
pected to attend Masses and other events 
during the Sept. 8 visit. 

"Unfortunately, it has so far been im­
possible to have such guarantees, despite 
the numerous contacts undertaken with 
all interested parties," the Vatican said. 

Bosnian Serbs surrounding the city 
had refused to guarantee Pope John 
Paul's safety. 

Another factor in the decision to de­
lay the trip was concern that a papal vis­
it at this time might "be poorly under­
stood and add to tensions," the state­
ment said. 

The Vatican said it would continue 
contacts in order to work out a future 
date for the visit. 
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1964 CORVETTE RAFFLE 

WIN this 1964 "Daytona Blue" Corvette Convertible, to be given away 
at our annual turkey raffle on Saturday, November 5th, 1994. 

This car is a TOP FLIGHT AWARD WINNER, receiving a score 
of 98.5 out of a possible 100, as judged by 

National Corvette Restorers Society CNCRS) 
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There are only 25,000 individual tickets available for this classic Corvette so 
send your check or money order for the number of tickets you wish to: 

'64 Corvette Raffle 
DeSales High Schoo l 

90 Pulteney Street 
i Geneva, NY 14456 

Be sure to include your NAME, ADDRESS, and PHONE NUMBER. Your 
ticket stubs will be returned to you by first class mail prior to the drawing. 

The winner will be notified by phone on the night of the drawing. 
The winner of last yeaf s 1967 Gamarp Convertible was Rabon A. Sergent of Huntingtown, Maryland 

No purchase necessary 

ument, supported by the United States, 
"contradicts the words of Vice President 
Gore." 

However, Bishop James T. McHugh 
of Camden, N J., a member of the U.S. 
delegation, expressed optimism follow­
ing both of Gore's speeches. 

The vice president's remarks "cer­
tainly indicate a change in policy and at­
titude" since preparatory meetings in 
April, Bishop McHugh told The Wash­
ington Post Sept. 5. 

The previous day, on NBC's Meet the 
Press, Bishop McHugh said current U.S. 
government advocacy of abort ion 
"would be a powerful incentive to Amer­
ican Catholics to walk away from the De­
mocratic Party as well as the Clinton ad­
ministration." 

As the conference got under way, 
Pope John Paul II said world population 
growth is a real challenge but must not 
be approached by the "dangerous short­
cut" of reducing birth rates at any cost. 

Instead, the world needs to focus 
more attention on the "scandalous con­
trast" between the rich and poor popu­
lations of the globe, he said at his sum­

mer villa outside Rome Sept. 4. 
The pope said it wafs certainly true 

that the world's population was in­
creasing at a notable rate, especially in 
poor countries, and that this poses a 
challenge to social and economic de­
velopment for future generations. 

But he said other contributing factors 
are not always sufficiently emphasized 
— in particular, that "the gap is growing 
between the society of well-being and 
the immense multitude of poor." The 
Cairo conference represents a "historic 
occasion" to tackle this problem, he said. 

The accent should be on redistribut­
ing resources to favor economic and so­
cial development among the disadvan­
taged populations, he said. 

"It is necessary to resist the tempta­
tion of a dangerous shortcut: that of an 
all-out effort to reduce birth rates 
through whatever means possible," he 
said. 

Population planning programs are ac­
ceptable, but only if they follow precise 
ethical conditions and respect basic val­
ues and rights which "politics can ngyer 
subvert/ he said. *^ 
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Tears for slain Haitian priest 
A woman religious wipes her eyes as mourners stand in line during a fu­
neral at the Port-au-Prinee church where Montfort Father Jean-Marie Marie 
Vincent was killed Aug. 28. Father Vincent, a friend of exiled Haitian pres­
ident Jean-Bertrand Aristide, was gunned down by unidentified gunmen. 
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FRIDAY 
PISH FRY 

$6.00 4-8 P.N. 

SATURDAY 
ROAST BEEF DINNER 

$6.00 4-8 P.M. 
Children Under 12 Half Price! 
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$6.00 1-7 P.M 
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