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Three pastoral priorities to shape year 
By Bishop .Matthew H. Clark 

On the evening of this Labor Day 
holiday, I have just returned from a vis­
it to Sea Breeze where I bade goodbye 
to this phase of summer by enjoying 
both the magnificent sunset and a rich 
and soothing frozen chocolate-almond 
custard. 

Upon my return from that beautiful 
place, I took out the file for our first 
Priests' Council meeting of the new 
year to be held (Tuesday) at the Notre 
Dame Spirituality Center, 
Canandaigua. 

I look forward to meetings of the 
council because they afford an 
opportunity to discuss the concerns of 
our local church. The members of the 
council bring a lot of pastoral wisdom 
and a great love for the community 
and their brother priests. Out of our 
discussions come a good deal of clarity 
and some excellent advice. 

The first meeting of the year is 
especially interesting because we take 
some time to invite each member to 
speak of his hopes for our year's 
activity and to tell us what he hopes to 
offer to our work together. 

I try to do the same and also take 
some time to comment on the main 
purposes of the group and the 
responsibilities we need to fulfill if we 
are successfully to realize those 
purposes. 

This year I want to include a brief 

LONG THE WAY 

presentation of three pastoral 
priorities, upon which I will focus in a 
particular way during the coming year 
and, very likely, beyond. I express them 
in this way: 

1.) Support for pastoral 
ministers in the Diocese of 
Rochester and work to ensure 
high-quality initial and ongoing 
formation for all of us who are 
pastoral ministers. 

2.) Work to improve the quality 
and fruitfulness of communication 
within and among the Roman 
Catholic community. 

3.) Work to advance Synod 
Priority #1 by: 

a. clarifying the present situation 
of Catholic schools 

b. situating those findings 
within the context of our 
general education needs and 
resources 

c. presenting that information to 
appropriate constituencies for 
review, analysis and recon*-
mendations for next steps. 

Tomorrow I shall ask the presbyteral 
council members for their initial 
comments on the areas I have chosen 
as ways in which I can best serve our 
community and advance our Synod. 

I shall also ask them for their sugges­
tions and feedback through the year 
on how best to carry out these 
priorities. In similar fashion, I will seek 
the input of our Stewardship Council, 
Diocesan Pastoral Council and Synod 
Implementation Commission. 

If you have comments, questions or 
suggestions about these three areas to 
which I'll be giving special attention, I 
would be very happy to receive them. 

From time to time during the year, 
I'll comment on my activities in these 
areas in "Along the Way." 

I hope that your return to the post-
Labor Day season is peaceful and 
productive for you, ancl that we'll all be 
able to enjoy a lot more summer. 

Peace to all. 

Catholic Courier (USPS 135-580) 
Vol. 105 No. 48 September 8,1994 

Publ ished weekly except the last 
Thursday in December. 

Subscription rates: single copy, 75c; one-
year subscription in U.S., $19.50; Canada 
and foreign $19.50 plus postage. Offices: 
1150 Buffalo Road, Rochester, N.Y. 14624, 
716/328-4340. Second-Class postage paid 
at Rochester, N.Y. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to Catholic Courier, 1150 Buffalo Road, 
Rochester, N.Y. 14624. 

"WALK" 
FOR 

ST. BRIDGET'S 

Sunday 
Sept. 25,1994 

Rain 
or 

Shine 

^ C o l l e g e 
Center for lifelong Learning 

offering courses forunretired minds 
Courses range from $25 to $40 and include: 

• Intermediate, Advanced French 
Conversation 

• Great Decisions, 1994 
• Who is Jesus in John's Gospel 
• Creative Writing 
• Understanding 20th 

Century Music 

• Communication Strategies for 
Hard of Hearing Adults 

• Reading American Literature 
Classics (starts 9/13) 

• Italian Pentagram 
• German Conversation 
• Post Impressionism 
• Great Books Discussion 

(other courses available) 
These non-credit courses begin the week of Sept. 19 
Classes meet during the day on the Nazareth College campus. 

A brochure and mail-in registration form may be obtained by visiting or 
calling the Office of Continuing Education at Nazareth. 

For More Information, Gall now! 
586-2525 ext. 404 

Nazareth College of Rochester « 4245 East Ave. • Rochester, NY 14618 

SURE TO LOOK 
Upside next weeks issue of the 
"Catholic Courier to see the luck the 
Notre Dame High School 
Leprechaun has for you! 

NOTRE DAME HIGH SCHOOL, 73 Union St., Batavia, NY 14020 
7116-343-2783 ext. 24 

Leewards 
• • CRAFTS • • ' FLORAL • • FRAMING 

GET THE BALL ROLLING! 
New Fall, Halloween an$ Chnsl 
merchandise has airrved at 
Now's the time to get st**te4<#1 
ana Christinas: 
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| 
offer applies to regular 

I priced merchandise 
only. Not effective with 

I any sale items or any 
other discounts. This ad 

Imust be presented at 
time of purchase. One 
coupon per item per 

I customer. Does not 
include custom framing 

I and custom floral 
arrangements. 

I 
THE REGULAR PRICE OF ANY 11TEM IN THE STORE 

WITH THIS COUPON 
Offer Good Thru Sunday, September 11,1994 

Henrietta Plaza 
1100 Jefferson Rd. 

272-9310 
Leewards Stoneridge Plaza 

(Just east of 390) 
621-2770 
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Mon. - Fri. 9:30-9. Sat. 9:30-6. Sun. 11-5 
Frame Shop is c losed Sundays 


