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watser or 
tatwn? 

S
ome came alone; others arrived hiBMches^l^jl 
were women, although several mei| and chwdreTB 
were also present A few complained about cheaters; 
othei-s sported ear-to-ear grinsafe'-thefe'Mwma^ 

numbers were called. - l^^i^ff^^^ ' 
One common denominator existe $ feacji*sliiift of ̂ Bin­

go" that cut through die air was s u r l ^ ehjcit a,coilectiye 
groan. The good-natured folks slic£»geed*tt1their defeat 
widi a smile, while odiers apr>eared genuinely peeyetic 

"I don't like diis caller," a yourlp&ri combiiried. "He dlxSl 
n't call ray numbers.- ^ ' * 

ie.1 
"ML 

"Four... two... three..." murmured Loraine Kiejseli, 
ed how many numbers she had needed to complete?i 

ler was going too * 
l't wait to cover dieir cards 

3urpj0ie<%ltMe aiidgr^en marker dots. In some in-
stances^ f^gle^f>iiyer%al eihay| ing his or her marker's ink 
p1ft"atleast 20"cards simultafteouslyf 

^;teerii^bo^i^arfiJ:Bxpf^|>JBills cap closed his eyes and 
foiled hftfianjrin prayer as he* waited for die next number. 
Igfcthe same corner of" the Jba :̂ one woman kept her lucky "troll" 
dpllin view white another woman covered her table with small 
stuffed animals? ' •*"' - ~-j-~ --•••.' — -1 

it DjNeTessedldie smofee erew thicker and prompt-
ig coujghs nWmlbmeligarette-wieldmg participants. 

Meanwhile, die ^bles piled up w|di ashes, soda containers and 
' ̂ 2*fe. J * ^ a | ^ | f t i ^ ^ ^ ^ f e ^ : i v e l l as casino — or "bell jar" 

o rpeople who gathered at . -
Rochester's Holy Family School this recent Wednesday 
evening were engaged in one or more of die following: 

• loyally supporting die parish and school; | 
• feeding an addiction at a religious institution tiiat en­

courages low-income people to squander dieir money; 
• simply enjoying a fun evening out. 
Regardless of die participants' intent, one fact is indisputable: 

bingo is big business for several Catholic parishes in the 
Rochester diocese. 

According to statistics provided by James Rinefierd, dioce­
san chief financial officer, approximately 39 percent of diocesan 
parishes reported bingo revenues for the fiscal year endingjune 
30, 1993. Most of tfiese churches were located in such densely 
populated areas of die diocese as Rochester, Elmira and Auburn. 

Akhough less dian two-fifths of all diocesan churches hold bin­
go, Rinefierd noted dieir games accounted for 58 percent of die 
$58.9 million in total revenues reported by diocesan parishes. 
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