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«

ome came alone; others arrived iﬁ bunches. )
were women, although several men and childre

s

were also present. A few complainedabout cheateis

,o;heq; sported ear-to-ear griqg‘”g,f‘; er théirSinnin
-pumbers were-called, - /% ‘

" One.common denominator existéd; each’s
go” that cut through the air was sure:to elic
groan. The good-natured folks gh%gedféfg,mmr de
with a smile, while others appeared geniinely pée
“I don’t like this caller,” a youngigis] cotfipliined. “H
n’t call my numbers.” 7 %}, o e
“Four ... two ... three ...” murmured Loraine Kiessel,“as sh
ed how many numbers she had needed to complégf“é‘?é%gﬁl"
20z i g‘&a» 7 *~ 2 2800 er was going tOO*l 3

W

AT pPaTed Yy it i |
bieSiak febnked by athers wh afdn’t wait to cover their car

\@E@n% purple;redibliie and gfeen marker dots. In some in-
statices, 2 singlé’playef wias ex ing his or her marker’s ink

b g Teast 20 cards sxmuganeo 3
 teeriage’boyf wearing 2 Buffalo Bills cap closed his eyes and
folded his hands'in pray

er as he waited for the next number.
¢ hall, one woman kept her lucky “troll”
rwontiarcovered her table with small

iipke grew thicker and prompt-

SER

ed-ivheezing coughs frém Some Elgarette-wielding participants.
Mﬁ&n whti’r ile, the tables iled-nég with ashes. soda containers and

b RV

wgvell as casino — or “bell jar”

R

0> By

; 0 asks. the
Rochester’s Holy Family School this recent Wednesday
evening were engaged in one or more of the following: -
o loyally supporting the parish and scheol;
¢ feeding an addiction at a religious institution that en- ",
courages low-income people to squander their money;

* simply enjoying a fun evening out. . N

Regardless of the participants’ intent, one fact is indisputable: -

bingo is big business for several Catholic parishes in the
Rochester diocese. ,
According to statistics provided by James Rinefierd, dioce-

. san chief financial officer, approximately 39 percent of diocesan

parishes reported bingo revenues for the fiscal year ending june

30, 1993. Most of these churches were located in such densely

populated areas of the diocese as Rochester, Elmira and Auburn.

Although less than twofifths of all diocesan churches hold bin-

, Rinefierd noted their games accounted for 58 percent of the
58.9 million in total revenues reported by diocesan parishes.

Continued on page 18
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