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T"^ IN REVIEW 

FEATURE 
Labor priest issues call 
for renewed movement 

"Organized Labor and the Church: 
Reflections of a 'Labor Priest,' by 
Monsignor George G. Higgins, with 
William Bole; Paulist Press (New York, 
1993); 245 pp.; $12.95. 

Reviewed by James C. O'Neill 
Catholic News Service 

At a time when many view labor 
unions in the United States as once 
mighty but now on the ropes, Mon­
signor George G. Higgins, the country's 
pre-eminent labor priest, comes out 
swinging in "Organized Labor and the 
Church." 

In these eminently readable "reflec­
tions," Monsignor Higgins champions 
anew people's right to organize, defends 
union demands to have a say in man­
agement policy and production deci­
sions, attacks union-busting, and force­
fully argues the role unions must have if 
the country is to remain truly democra­
tic. 

Proudly he recalls the history of the 
Catholic Church in America and its sup­
port of the working class to form inde­
pendent unions to secure a living wage. 
At the same time, he freely discusses 
anti-union activities and views of a vari­
ety of Catholic institutional employers. 
He gives Cardinal John J. O'Connor of 
New York good marks for supporting 
the bargaining right of Catholic hospital 
employees. 

Rejecting current predictions of the 
union movement's death, he points to 
new fields of service in need of union­
izing and singles out recent signs of life 
in which "labor and religion have slow­
ly begun to renew their ties." 

With a graduate degree in social work 
from The Catholic University of Amer­
ica, the young Father Higgins joined the 
Social Action Department of the 
Catholic bishops' conference in 1944. 
He was on the USCC staff for 36 years, 
25 of those years as director. In effect, he 
became the liaison between the bishops 
and the American labor movement. In 
retirement he continues teaching, lec­
turing, writing and working with vari­
ous unions. 

His tribute to his father, a post office 
worker whom he describes lovingly as a 

"blue collar intellectual," provides an af­
fectionate insight into the roots of the 
young priest's affinity for the working 
person's rights. 

This volume, finished shortly before 
the death of Cesar Chavez, contains a 
warm appreciation of the work of this 
son of a Yuma, Ariz., emigrant family 
who organized the field and farmwork­
ers in the West. Monsignor Higgins uses 
stories about labor leaders such as John 
L. Lewis, Philip Murray, Walter Reuther 
and Lane Kirkland to illustrate points 
he is trying to make, not as an exercise 
in name-dropping. 

He is a realist when it comes to sug­
gesting how church and labor leaders 
can work more effectively together. He 
points out that religion and labor are 
two very different institutions and 
should not try to convert each other to 
the other's agenda. 

Women and new immigrants are sec­
tors in American labor today which 
stand in need of the cooperative efforts 
of church and labor, says Monsignor 
Higgins. Yet, he also argues it may be 
time for the church to strengthen the 
union movement by training lay 
Catholics to work within unions rather 
than using more professional church em­
ployees to work from the outside. 

"Organized Labor and die Church" is 
not simply a memoir of almost 50 years 
of experiences as a labor relations priest. 
It is a call to action, a call for Christian 
witness in organized labor's efforts. 

• • • 
O'Neill is a publicist and former head of 

the CNS Rome bureau. 
Available at your bookstore or order pre­

paid from Paulist Press, 997 Macarthur 
Blvd., Mahwah, N.J. 07430. Add $2 for 
shipping and handling. 

Three new movies offer 
rich banquet of emotions 

NEW YORK (CNS) - The following 
are capsule reviews of movies recently 
reviewed by the U.S. Catholic Confer­
ence Office for Film and Broadcasting. 

'Corrina, Corrina' 
(New Line) Sentimental exercise in 

which a 7-year-old girl (Tina Majorino) is 
helped over the trauma of her mother's 
death by the take-charge housekeeper 
(Whoopi Goldberg) hired by her song­
writer father (Ray Liotta), who slowly 
comes to appreciate how much the new­
comer means to his daughter and, fi­
nally, to himself. Despite idealized char­
acters and artificial situations, writer-di­
rector Jessie Nelson effectively manipu­
lates viewers' deeply felt emotions about 
family, friends, romance and race in a 
story with its heart in the right place. 
The USCC classification is A-II - adults 
and adolescents. The Motion Picture As­
sociation of America rating is PG — 
parental guidance suggested. 

'CafeauLait ' 
(New Yorker) Zany French farce set in 

Paris, where a young W^tjndian (Julie 

Mauduech) informs her two lovers — one 
African (Hubert Kounde), the other Jew­
ish (Mathieu Kassovitz) — that she is going 
to have a baby which — after much soul-
searching — causes the two men to cease 
their rivalry and join forces in taking care 
of the woman they love until the baby is 
born. Subtitles. Unwed pregnancy, occa­
sional comic violence and a character giv­
en to rough language. The USCC classi­
fication is A-III — adults. Not rated by the 
MPAA. 

'Eat Drink Man Woman' 
(Goldwyn) Three grown daughters 

weather unexpected romances while Iiv-
• ing under the roof of their stoic, long-wid­
owed Tawainese father (Sihung Lung), 
who expresses his love for diem by cook­
ing elaborate gourmet meals. Director 
Ang Lee offers a sumptuous plate of sat­
isfying interlocking stories with full-bodied 
characters in a narrative richly seasoned 
with subtle humor and a benevolent view 
of the human condition. Subtitles. Fleet­
ing bedroom scene. The USCC classifi­
cation is A-III — adults. Not rated by the 
MPAA. 

One of Wayne County's Finest 
Restaurant & Party Houses. 

Fine service, a great view, wonderful food, 
and a marvelous menu are just the beginning. 

Choose from between 10 and 12 daily 
specials. Sunday Specials from our country 
ovens include Roast Leg of Montana Lamb, 
Fresh Roast Pork and Fresh Roast Turkey 
served with country dressing and pan gravies. 

Serving lunches Tues.-Fri. from 11:30am; 
dinners Tues.-Sat, from 5pm; Sun. 12:30-8pm. 
Closed Monday. 

A BIG CITY MENU AT COUNTRY PRICES 

Reservations are Recommended 
(315)483-9154 • 6007 Lake Bd., Sodas, NY 

Cones us Inn 
"For the Prime of Your life" 

Celebrating 
Our 30th 

Anniversary! 
EARLY DINNER SPECIALS 

Tuesday thru Friday 
Until 6:00 pm. 
-Your Choice-

Prime Rib 6/~YQC 
Delmonico Steak s H - J V ^ 
Grilled Swordfish 9 
DINNERS SERVED NIGHTLY 
F r o m 5PM, e x c e p t Monday 

Special Attention 
Given to Banquets and Parties 

EASTSIDE OF CONESUS LAKE 
BBS) 2170 East Lake Road 

i lOO 

$c-hs:K 
Restaurant & Lounge " ~ ^ 

Open 7 Days-a-week serving 
lunch and dinner 

Complete Menu - Daily Specials 
Fish Fry served everyday 

Party room for gatherings 
of up to 60 people. 

430 SpencerportRd. 
(comer of Long Pond) 

247-7690 

Mr. Dominic's 
on the Lake 
Fine Italian Cuisine 

Delicious appetizers, soups, veal 
dishes, vegetarian, chicken, fish, 

and homemade pasta. 

Early Bird Dinner Specials served Sunday • Friday. 
10% Senior Discount 

Serving Lunch & Dinner 

4699 Lake Ave. 

8654630 

H0MESTVLE 
rfAllANFOODIN 

A CASUAL 
SETTING 

CARLO 
• Homemade Pasta • Seafood 

• Chicken • Veal & Steak • Soups & 
Bread * Banquets • Daily Lunch & 

Dinner Specials 
\ k l <>i I ,v ( 

Open Daily For Lunch & Dinner 
Open Mon. -Thurs. 11:304:00pm, 

Fri.-SaL ll:30-10:00pm, 
Sunday 12:30-8:00pm 

Walmart-Wegman's Plaza, Geneseo 

243-5330 
Located in the Walmart 

Wegman% shopping plaza 

"A Special Place for Special People* 

SEPTEMBER SPECIALS 
LUNCH SPECIALS 

Mushroom Ravioli 
Scallops Provencale 
Quiche & Salad 
Soup & Sandwich 

. 

$5.95 
$6.95 
$5.95 
$5.95 

DINNER SPECIALS 
Chicken Florentine 
Maitre D Prime Rib 
Portofino 

A Veal Porterhouse 

$12.95 
$12.95 
$14.95 

$15.95 

Serving Lunch, Tuec-FrL 

Diner, Mon.-Sat 

' \« ft Located at Creekside Plaza 

831PetznerRd. • 225-2500 
Cor Maiden La. down the road from the Greece Marriott 

P E \" F I E L D 

VALLEY 
GRILL 'Formerly Jeeters 

RESERVATIONS 3 8 3 ^ 8 2 6 © 1694<Penfield%oad 
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