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'Religious xvork9 includes advocacy 
By Dr. Patricia Schoelles, SSJ 
Courier columnist 

A few years ago Peter Henriot and 
Joe Holland wrote a book on Catholic 
social teaching. They titled it "Our 
Best Kept Secret: The Rich Heritage 
of Catholic Social Teachings." The 
book is a handy reference work con
taining summaries of the papal en
cyclicals and other authoritative works 
dealing with social morality. 

But its tide is provocative; it alerts 
us to the fact that,, in our catechesis 
and preaching, we have neglected the 
implications our Catholic faith holds 
for responsibility in the social, eco
nomic and political realms. 

Like many other Catholics, I re
ceived a fine background in doctrinal 
issues and personal morality. My train
ing and upbringing led me to under
stand complex doctrines like "tran-
substantiation" at the age of reason 
(seven years), and I could cite the 
teachings of one papal encyclical, Hu-
manae Vitae. 

But often we heard virtually noth
ing about the social teachings of our 
church. Sadly, our rich body of social 
teachings has been treated as a kind of 
"step child." 

So it is not surprising that some
times people ask why the church gets 
involved in political and economic 
matters. Recently I spoke with a man 
who disapproved of the U.S. bishops' 
economics pastoral, and thought is
sues of national defense ought not to 
be addressed by church leaders. 

Actually, from its very outset, the 
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church has been concerned with po
litical and economic matters. Works 
like Peter Phan's "Message of the Fa
thers of the Church: Social Thought" 
illustrate that even in the second and 
third centuries, the economic order 
and social relationships in society 
were subjects of the preaching and 
teaching of church leaders. 

Bryan Hehir, SJ, adviser to die bish
ops and well-known speaker and 
writer, has often lamented the fact 
that this early heritage has been ne
glected for many Catholics growing 
up in the first half of our own centu
ry. Father Hehir thinks that we are 
doing better now, and predicts that 
when the religious history of the sec
ond half of the 20th century is writ
ten, it will be known as the period in 
which die social teachings were drawn 

from the fringe of Catholic life to the 
center of our experience. 

In looking for the roots of this 
movement to let the social teachings 
play a greater role in our faith and 
church life, we can point to the 
Gospels themselves, where we read 
that Jesus summarized "the whole of 
the law and the prophets" with the 
command to love God and our neigh
bor. But we know that to love and care 
for some of our neighbors, we have 
to advocate and work for a change in 
the way some of our public institu
tions and practices are structured. 

More recently, a statement from the 
1971 Synod of Bishops shows the 
church's belief that working for social 
change is a way of witnessing to the 
Gospel: "Action on behalf of justice 
and participation in the transforma
tion of the world fully appear to us as 
a constitutive dimension of the 
preaching of the Gospel, or, in other 
words, of the Church's mission for the 
redemption of the human race and 
its liberation from every oppressive 
situation." This document, "Justice in 
die World," is said to be the most quot
ed of any Catholic document of all 
time. Sadly, many Catholics don't even 
know that it exists! 

In view of these basic tenets of our 
faith, men, we should not be surprised 
that our bishops have issued impor
tant teachings on U.S. defense policy 
and economic practices. We should 
not be dismayed by their involvement 
in the debate about health-care re
form, where they have advanced a 
strong position for restructuring our 

health-care system to provide basic 
care to all Americans. In fact, we 
should try — in the name of our faith 
— to play an active role in social, eco
nomic and political issues ourselves! 

I recently heard a parable that 
might help illustrate the connection 
between faith and political action: 

Once there was a farming town diat 
could be reached by a narrow road 
with a bad curve in it. There were fre
quent accidents on the road especial
ly at the curve, and the preacher 
would preach to the people of the 
town to make sure they were Good 
Samaritans. And so they were, pick
ing up accident victims along the 
road, for this was a religious work. 
One day someone suggested they buy 
an ambulance to get the accident vic
tims to the town's hospital more 
quickly. The preacher preached and 
the people gave, for this was a reli
gious work. Then one day a member 
of the town council suggested that the 
town authorize building a wider road 
and taking out the dangerous curve. 

Now it happened that the mayor 
had a farm market right at the curve 
on the road and was against taking 
out the curve. Someone asked the 
preacher to say a word to the mayor 
and the congregation about it on the 
next Sunday. But the preacher and 
most of the people figured they had 
better stay out of politics. So when 
Sunday came, the preacher preached 
on the Good Samaritan Gospel and 
encouraged the people to continue 
their fine work of picking up the ac
cident victims — which they did. 

CALL TODAY: 
624-3110 

CRAZY FOR YOU-SEPT. 24-25.. $208 
CRAZY FOR YOU-OCT. 8-9 $208 
SHOWBOAT-NOV. 19-20 - ,..$208 

Fully escorted motorcoach tour with special 
continental breakfast served enroute; 1 Nite 
Deluxe Accom., Hotel Plaza II in YorkvUle; 
Trans, to and from Theatre; BEST SEATS 
FRONT CENTER ORCHESTRA Sunday 
Brunch featuring the "Chocoholic Dessert 
Buffet"; all taxes. Space is limited... 

PREFERRED TRAVEL 
1355 Rttsfoid-Mendon Rd. 
Mendon, New York 14506 

"To teach in 
order to lead 

others to faith is 
the task of every 
preacher and of 
each believer." 

-St. T h o m a s A q u i n a s 

IF THIS IS YOUR IDEA 
OF A SOLUTION TO 

TALK TO US ABOUT A BETTER ONE 
If you or someone you know is one of over 10 million Americans who 
suffer from loss of bladder control, or urinary incontinence, we may have 
good news for you. Until now, many thousands of people have relied on 
absorbent or sanitary products to avoid situations where embarrassing 
leakage may occur, Unfortunately, though, these products only help 
control the symptoms rather than solve the problem. 

Today, we can offer a new outpatient treatment that may provide 
an important new solution to certain types of urinary incontinence. Talk 
with us to find out if this remarkable new treatment is right for you. It 
could be the most important call you'll ever make to restore an active, 
healthy lifestyle. 

Men and Women can call 
Dr. Robert Mayer of 

Strong Memorial Hospital 
at 275-2486 

^ | Nazareth College 
Offers Something for the Whole Family this Fall! 

A D I L T C O I ' R S K S 

• Introduction to Lotus 1-2-3 
Sept 5 - Oct 10 (6 sessions) 
Fee: $124 

• Returning to School: Study Skills 
for Adults 
Sept 6 - Oct 18 (6 sessions) 
Fee: $65 

• Painless Journey Back to Basic 
Mathematics 
Sept 13 - Nov. 22 (10 sessions) 
Fee: $75 

• Therapeutic Touch 
Sept 14 - Oct. 19 (6 sessions) 
Fee: $60 

.RiST FOR KIDS 

> Keyboarding for Kids 
Sept 10 - Oct 29 (8 sessions) 
Fee: $60 

> L'italiano Per i Piccoli II 
Sept 17 -Nov. 5 
(No class 10/8) (7 sessions) 
Fee: $65 

• Saturday Art for Children 
Sept 24 - Nov. 19 
(No class 10/22) (8 sessions) 
Fee: $75 

' Cartooning and Narrative Art 
Sept 17 - Nov. 5 (8 sessions) 
Fee: $65 

For more information, call the Office of Continuing Education: 
586-2525, ext. 405. 

Other non-credit courses are available. 

< & When You Need Us 
Residents are assisted by trained staff who are on duty around the dock. ~ 

Services inducted in the daily charge are: 
• Private or semi-private rooms, furnished or unfurnished, featuring air conditioning and 

the latest in smoke detector or sprinkler systems. Semi-private rooms are ideal for married 
couples. 

• Three meals and two snacks each day 
• Supervison of medication and special diets 
• Supervised bathing 
• Extensive activities program 
• Religious services 
Services available, but not induded in the daily charge are: 
• Beautidan • Cable television 
• Private telephones • Newspapers 

• Transportation for shopping 
> Housekeeping 
> Personal laundry service 
»24-Hour supervison 

Call 
381-0282 

GATE EAST 
2006 Five Mile Line Rd.• Penfield, New York 


