aaKautafcB^«auHhSUd4^ia:

1W3E4 THURSDAY, AUGUST 18,1994

50 years in Elmira
By Mike Latona
Staff writer
ELMIRA — This was one event proving that members of a cloistered society
can still enjoy strong ties with the outside world.
Perhaps nobody put that thought
forth better than Sister Mary Clare Russer, OP, when she offered her feelings
about the 50th-anniversary celebration
held on the Dominican Monastery of
Mary the Queen grounds.
T m enjoying this. I love parties," exclaimed Sister Russer.
The 83-year-old Sister Russer is one
of two remaining original members of
the eight Order of Preachers women religious who settled at the monastery, lo^
cated at 1310 W. Church St., a half-century ago.
Sister Russer, along with other founding member Sister Maria Consolata Siracuse, OP, and 13 other Dominican sisters, took part in the jubilee celebration
held last Saturday, Aug. 13. Approximately 300 people attended a Mass celebrated by Bishop Matthew H. Clark
and an ensuing luncheon.
Daily and weekend Masses have traditionally signified these cloistered sisters' only direct contact-with the public,
although an exception was made when
the monastery's doors were opened for
its 50di anniversary.
"One of the things we wanted to express by doing this was our closeness to
die community," remarked Sister David
Marie Beikirch, OP, diemonastery's prioress.','' "[]]' '/'.".',_',''.'.',",,.', 1 ','*'",",,:
That warm gesture was reciprocated
by the many visitors who packed the
chapel. One of those in attendance,
Joseph Bucci, has attended Mass at the
monastery for several years along with
his wife and seven children. Bucci noted
diat last August, his daughter Lisa Anne's wedding was the first ever to be performed in die monastery chapel.
"She always said she wanted to be married diere," Bucci remarked.
In addition to their Masses, the sisters have been well known in Chemung
County over the years through the vari-

ous activities they have
performed to 'support the
monastery financially. In
the 1960s they baked and
sold cookies, and in the
1970s uhey printed a number of local parish bulletins.
Those fundraisers have
since been replaced by a
gift shop at die monastery,
which opened in 1983 and
remains busy today.
Bucci acknowledged
that the sisters perform
less-publicized charitable
acts as well, providing
food to area families who
can't make it on dieir own.
S. John Wllkin/Staff photographer
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Sister reflects on hospital service, life
By Rob Culhvan
Staff writer
ROCHESTER - Sister Eileen Kinnarney speaks about her vow to serve
die sick and poor widi an almost casual
air. It is a commitment she was inspired
to make as a young nurse working side
by side widi the Daughters of Charity,
providing health care to South Boston's
low-income neighborhoods during the
1940s.
"That seemed to me a nice way to
spend my life," commented the former
chairwoman of the board of directors
of St. Mary's Hospital, 89 Genesee St.
Since 1951, die 72-year-old Daughter
of Charity has directed hospitals in die
District of Columbia and Maine. She has
also served as a leader of her religious
order.
Sister Kinnarney resigned her position as chairwoman of the St. Mary's
board earlier this year, but will continue
to serve as vice president of the hospital's mission integration until die end
of this month. She will then move to
Germantown, Pa., where she will serve as
pastoral associate of St. Vincent's
Church;-'' • - • ' • : - > - - ^ ' ^ ^ - ^
St. Mary V board has already appoint-
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