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Celebrations zllustrate gzﬁs of ¢ all

By Bishop Matthew H. Clark

On the Feast of the Assumption of Our

- Lady, I went to the Church of St. Mary of

the Assumption, Scottsville, to preside at
the eucharistic liturgy and to bless their
new access ramp and exterior gathering
space. I was curious to see the work by
which the community intends to honor its
history and recommit itself to the ministry
of today.

It was a delight to enjoy the beautiful

. work done in front and around the front-

left side of the church. The ramp,
gracefully accomplished in brick and
stone, will afford easy entry to the church
for those who have physical handicaps.
The garden setting in which it is located
and the lovely walkways leading to the
ramp and church are strong symbols of
openness and hospitality.

The work was done in memory of the
parents, grandparents and other loved

~ ones who passed on the faith to present-

day parishioners and who shaped the life
of St. Mary of the Assumption in its
earlier years. After Mass on the feast day,
we blessed the gathering place, the ramp
and the book of memory, which is
displayed in a handsome case in the back
of church.

The celebration that evening was a
most appropriate way to observe the
140th anniversary of the laying of the
church’s cornerstone by Bishop John Tim-
on on August 15, 1853. Timdn was the
first bishop of the Diocese of Buffalo, of

Another anniversary celebration took
me to Flmira on Saturday. A large
assembly gathered with the sisters at the
Dominican Monastery on Church Street
to thank God for the blessings of the years
on the 50th anniversary of their arrival in
Elmira (please see story on page 4) .

The sisters came from Buffalo in 1944.
With the help of the Catholic community
of Elmira and other friends there, they
worked long and hard to establish their
new foundation, which today is a center of

. contemplation and prayerful support for

the life and work of our loeal ¢hurch.

It was a grace for me to be a part of the
day with the sisters and. their friends. And
it was a pleasure to read in preparation for
the event the brief but fascinating story of
their 50 years ameng us. It is a story of

with the church, even when that
willingness called them to dramatic

changes or set them on paths they never - - 4

would have chosen for themselves.

On Saturday evening following the
celebration at the Dominican Monastery
and on Sunday morning, I celebrated the
Eucharist with the inmates at the
correctional facilities at Elmira, Monterey
and Southport.

At the first two institutions, I had an op-

portunity for some conversation with the

inmates after Mass. They had a range of

- questions, some serious and some on the

lighter side. At Southport, I had lunch
with the inmates who participated in the
liturgy. That different format allowed me
to hear a little more of the stories of the
men with whom I shared the meal, an
opportunity for which I was very grateful.

Several days later, I still think about
those men. I think about their
circumstances and their stories, and I won-
der where I would be today had I been

asked to grow up in their places. I think of.

the intelligence, the wit, the sense of
compassion, the simplicity and the
honesty I noticed in so many of them. I
think about the way Jesus identified
himself with the prisoners of his day and
of how he gave his life to free us all from
the captivity of sin.

I'll be of them for a while, as I
will of the people of Scottsville and of our

- Dominican Sisters. In recent days they all

have taught me something beautiful, and I
amgrateﬁllforallofthelrglfts —aslam
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