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CATHOLIC COURIER SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT

Education

By Gerald Korson
-‘CGatholic News Service

HELENA, Mont. — Ar-
ranging resources to teach re-

and deacons may be tough

k. Native Mihistry T Cen-
~‘ ',ter in southwestern Alaska
- has to do it with aircraft,

‘translators and radio broad-
. casts.

.Designed to prepare Yupxk
Esklmos for nnmsu]'y
- out the region, the trammg
center in St. Mary's, Alaska,
combines weekend work-
shops, field education, com-
bined meetings of parish and
mission staff and sensitivity
to Yupik traditional spiritu-
ality.

One of the center’s
founders, Jesuit Father
Charles Peterson, recently dis-
cussed his lSyearsofworkm
Alaska during a trip to his

anniversary as'a priest.

He told The| Montana
Catholic, newspaper of the
‘Helena.diocese, that
ing the church’s. ministry
within the Yupik culture, the
program seeks ta affirm the
Yupiks® identity land help
them adjust to an increasing:-
lytmodemlzed society.. .

at-we're trying to-do.is
 to'help: the people discover
that they have whatever-skills
are necessary to/ meet the
challenges of our times,” he
said.=!.
Each monthly weekend

councils, Scripture studies or

'+ ligious educators, parishi-staff-

- enhough in any area,’ but the -

hometown of Missoula,
Mont., to celebrate his 25th

by adapt-

workshop focuses on a par-
ticular ministry — parish

. beérs travel to t-he vartous vil-
lages to tutor local ministers.

And those who still can’t

be reached in person can
hear Father Peterson’s lessons
on a twice-weekly radio pro-
gram, “The Lord Be With
You,” in which he discusses
weekly Scnpture readings.
That program is designed to
help deacons prepare their
homilies and give lectors a
greater.understanding of the
passages they will read.

Lilly Afcam, a Yupik
womahn who helped found the

program, is responsible for

ensuring that the training
center’s work is sensitive to
Yupik spirituality. Native cus-
toms, spiritual practices and
prayers are included and
classes by non-Yupik speakers
are translated for those who
don’t understand English.

“All of our ministries are
grounded in their way of life,”
Father Peterson explained.

As the center has become
established, directors have
stepped up efforts to recruit
qualified native people to
teach and Father Peterson has
continued his efforts to learn
the Yupik language.

His first success was achiev-
ing “liturgical competence”
in the difficult language.

“I learned the prayers by

. Tote, by kistening to the litur-

~ gy, taping it and pracncmg it
over and over again,” he said.
The Yupik liturgy was “one
of the first gifts of the dea-
-con program,” which he start-
ed in 1970, and has helped
the Fairbanks diocese become
the only U.S. diocese with
more permanent deacons
than priests. , =

‘%"lqskan mzmstry is relying on
"z‘rplanes, radio, translators

to help establish the center .

after his success in opening
the deacon training program

for the Fairbanks diocese and -

a short-lived effort at estab-
lishing a diocesan seminary.

In 1974, he started a semi-
nary, which remained open
two years and had only two
seminarians when it closed.

The problem was the sem-
inarians had to leave their vil-
lages to study. And in Yupik
culture, one who leaves the
community comes back as a
stranger, he explained.

The seminary experience
taught him that “before we
develop a native priesthood,
the people have to see min-
istries emergmg from them-
selves.”

‘The seminary was followed
by a native ministry program,
the Center for Theology and
Spirituality in Fairbanks,
which he directed for seven
years.

“I wanted people to have a
limited ministry that they
could succeed at and feel
good about rather than start
with something that was
overwhelming — like zero to
priesthood,” he said.

Before starting the pro-
gram in St. Mary’s, Father Pe-
terson was stationed at a
parish in Nome, where his re-
sponsibilities included trav-

eling to one community 60

miles north by snowmobile
and to Unalakleet, about 150
miles across Norton Sound
by airplane. He also flew reg-
ularly to Little Diomede, a

tiny island in the Bering Strait
located two miles from the
International Date Line and
the Russian community of

marriage preparation, for in- His -experience with the  Big Diomede.
stance. Yupik deacons also taught Fa- As he returned to his home
The 30 to 50 workshop par-  ther Peterson about simplicity.  state to celebrate his an-
- ticipants must be flown in be- “The deacons taught me to niversary, Father Peterson re-
cause of the few roadsinthe  use plain words, not high- flected on the course that
area. Some hitchridesonthe  words,” he explained. “Ihave  had brought him to Alaska.
mail plane, othersare picked  learned how to limit my  Even as a seminarian, he
up by a pilot hired to bring teaching vocabulary to about  felt drawn to the state.
- them in. 800 words so they canbe easy ~ “There’s a romance to it.
In another component of - to transiate.” - You’re out there in the tough-
the program, faculty mem- Father Peterson was asked  est of all missions,” he said.
‘ PR working,” the report conclud-  data and analysis to back up
ETS Study ed. ® pe the conclusions of the sum-
i Educational Testing Service ~ mary report, was completed
Continued from page is the largest education re- . the following month.
Catho'l::dthat bishops, ;:sAtors " search ang testing organiza- Fatherjohn Pollard, USCC

~ and diocesan education di-
‘rectors hope to see.

. The top priorities expressed
by church leaders — a sense of
personal worth, a clear faith
identity, an active euchanstlc\
life, a sense of bemg a d:saple
of Jesus, partlcxpatlon in

~ church life, personal spiritu-

ality, witness to charity and the

— were the qualities ex-
emplified by adult Catholics
who were involved in adult for-
mation programs.

In addition, those adults re-
ported that those programs
had a positive impact on their
understanding and practice of
their faith and their involve-
ment in church life.

- “Something is. working! It

: could be that everythmg is

4 et

tion in the United States,
known mainly for its national
pre-college tests of student
achievement. =
It conducted the catecheti- -

cal study under'a grant from
Lilly Endowment, with the co-
operation of the U.S. Catholic
Conference Department of Ed-
ucation, the National Catholic
Educational Association, the
National Conference of Cate-
chetical Leadership and-the
National Federation for
Cathotic Youth Ministry.

A 21-page summary report,
“Toward Shaping the Agenda:
A Study of Cathelic Rehglous
Education/Catechesis,” was

published in late May. A 78-

page supplementary final re-
port, pmvndmg more detalled

an sim etk e drt e = e

representative for catechesis
and leadership development
and an adviser on the study,

“said the study highlights the

importance of providing more
resources, training and sup-
port to the huge corps of vol-
unteer catechists who are
teaching the children.
“These are priority chal-
lenges,” he told Catholic News
Service. “The church is rely-
ing on almest 450,000 volun-
teer catechists to teach and
proclaim the Gospel to mil-
lions of children. ~
““These are mostly lay peo-
ple and mostly women. They
feel isolated and without in-
stitutional support, that ap-
propriate resources are not

“available to assist them.”
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‘ ADULT EDUCATION

High School Equivalency
Evening Continuing Education Courses
Job Training Classes
Customized Training for Business and Industry
Vocational Assessment, Resume Writing/Job Search Workshops

Circuit Board Technology, Heating,
Ventilation & Air Conditioning,

Office Technology, Dental Assisting,
Certified Nurse Assisting, Data Information
Processing/Medical Billing, Computer Software
Applications for Professionals

Day/Evening Classes - Job Placement Services Available
352-2478

Monroe 2-Orleans BOCES -
3589 Big Ridge Road, Spencerport, NY 14559
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TRY TRANSIT!

New Fall
Timetables
effective
September 5th

Call
288-1700

REGIONAL
TRANSIT
SERVICE

RTS

«BUS.

Experience Tradition
and More...

COLLEGES AND SCHOOLS

8 College of Humanities

® College of Science and Engineering

8 Dahlkemper School of Business
Administration

® School of Education

8 Villa Maria College of Health Sciences

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

8 Business ® Humanities
& Education 8 Sciences

® Engineering ® Social

® Health Sciences Sciences

Cooperative Education Placements
and Internships are available

GRADUATE PROGRAMS
= 16 Master's Degrees
8 12 Certificate Programs

UNDERGRADUATE
PROGRAMS

® 62 Baccalaureate Degrees

@ 12 Associate Degrees

8 10 Pre-Professional Programs

FINANCIAL AID

8 A comprehensive program of
financial aid includes academic
and athletic scholarships, grants,
loans and federal aid

fOpenHouse
Sunday, November 6, 1994

hoosing a college is one of the most

important decisions you will ever make.

We at Gannon feel that in order to make
this decision, you need to visit the campus. Our
Open House is designed to give you an opportunity
to speak with students, faculty, and administrators,
as well as tour the campus. For more information,
Kall Toll Free 1-800-GANNON-U, Ext. 7240. J
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(GANNON

VERSTTY

UNIVERSITY SQUARE @

ERIE, PA 16541

1-800-GANNON-U, EXT. 7240




