ESTER, N.Y.

te way of
Aquinas,

wrtha Fay,
“his book
‘Do Chil-
nterview-
umber of
| ways in
- spiritual

tncounter
illiam A.
pp- How
lops and
1 specific
t. For ed-
per rela-

.00, 140
vival for
> author
1€eir own
lings as a
heir spir-
they feel
ie church

n Father
an Clas-
>od is no
T distant

asserts.
snscious
God and
r him.

\1

P

ied with

James
s mix of
playing
ium, in-
riolence
. Exces-
ment of
ige. The
rally of-
R - re-

1d’

the ad-
ordon-
:nly an-
ing the
a slow-
raser in
a fami-
s begin
1, mira-
eanda
- USCC
1d ado-
\ssocia-
arental

A T

o,

B o0 T S i 2 03 "o QSIS S 137 4906 3 o ¢

Look for special
Health Care
pullout after

page 8.

olicCour

DIOCESE QF ROCHESTEB, NEWYORK » VOL. 105 NO.42 8 THURSDAY,July28,1994 8 75¢ ® 24 PAGES/2 sections

Uniwversal health care
threatened by
abortion
debate

Py

S. Rep. John LaFalce (D-L), whose 29th
District includes portions of Monroe
County, advocates universal health cov- &
erage, but warned of a potential leg-  put provided by diocesan Catholics at

» islative roadblock ahead. series of ten healthcare town meetings attended by

“If we’re going to pass universal coverage, we need  more than 300 people throughout the diocese.
the votes of pro-life and pro-choice members, and if ei- "(W)e will strongly support measures to ensure true
ther takes a walk, the bill goes down,” he stressedina  universal access and rapid steps to improve the health-
phone interview with the Catholic Courier from his Wash-  care of the poor and unserved," the statement read. B

. ington, D.C. office. Indeed, Bishop Matthew H. Clark reiterated the y .

A proflife proponent, LaFalce noted that he generally church's call for universal coverage in a series of edi- Rob Cullivan
agrees with the U.S. bishops on such social issues as  torials distributed to various newspapers. Staﬁ writer
health-care reforim and abortion. If so, he’s one of the “Our concern for the poor and vulnerable who are

few members of Congress who will not be a hard sell for ~ on the margin of society, and our belief in the basic
Patricia A. King, the U.S. Catholic Conference’s policy rights and responsibilities of the human person, lead us

adviser on health and welfare issues. . to advocate for comprehensive healthcare reform that
Instead of taking a stand that might please politi-  assures universal access,” the bishop wrote.
cians on both sides of the ideological aisle, the USCC The diocesan statement came down on the side of a

has staked out a position with something to turn off  health system that ties the fate of the poor to that of the
both sides, King noted in a phone interview from her . average person.
Washington, D.C. office. - ‘ "We do not support a two-tiered health system since
Much like many liberal politicians, the USCC sup-  separate healthcare coverage for the poor usually results
ports universal coverage —a position seconded by the  in poor healthcare," the statement asserted.
Diocese of Rochester in its latest statement on health- Yet, despite such rhetoric that is music to any liber-
care reform, released in March of this year. al reformers' ears, like many conservative politicians, the
The statement was developed by the 22-member ~ USCCand the diocese oppose any inclusion of abortion
- Diocesan Public Policy Committee, and was shaped, in in a basic health benefits package.
part, by positions taken previously by the USCC and Continued on page 14




