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A saint is a m a n or
woman recognized by the
church as having made a
significant contribution
to the faith, for leading a
holy or selfless life, or for
performing
miracles.
Many saints died r a t h e r
than deny their religious
beliefs. T h e first canonized saints, m e a n i n g
those whose names are
written in an official
church record, were honored o n die anniversaries
of their deaths. This has
become the tradition for
most saints since then, as
well.

The prophesies of Amos
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ight hundred years before
Christ was born, a man
n a m e d A m o s lived in t h e
country of Judah. H e lived
in a time when many rich
men lived in beautiful cities and religious leaders build elaborate temples.
But G o d was u n h a p p y with t h e
hypocrisy he saw.
A m o s was a s h e p h e r d who lived
peacefully on his land. But he was also
a m a n of faith, and that is why God
chose him to be his spokesman.
"Amos, I want you to give this message to the people of Israel," said the
Lord. "Tell them because they continue to sin, I will smash their city gates
a n d burn their fortresses. They have
been cruel to the poor and they have
mocked me."
Amos answered, "I will do as you say
and go to the cities of Israel."
Amos left the following morning.
He did not know how long he would be
gone, but he knew God would take care
of him.
Amos shared the word of God wherever he went. Some people welcomed
him into their homes while others
made fun of him. Not everyone wanted to hear that God was angry because
of their sins.
O n e day, when Amos was preaching
in the streets of a city, he said, "People of Israel, hear the words of our
God. He sent famine, draught, strong
winds, and plagues, yet you still did
not turn to him for help. Remember
that God made the mountains and the
winds and he holds the power of both
creation and destruction."
Amos gave this same message to the
people in all the cities he visited. The
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Lord also gave him visions which he
was to describe to the Israelites.
Amos saw wagons of hay being delivered to the king from die fields. New
grass was also starting to grow. T h e n a
swarm of locusts appeared like a storm
cloud and devoured every plant a n d
all the grass and hay.
"Lord, if you do this, the people will
starve and die," Amos protested.
"Very well," answered the Lord. "Because you have prayed, I will not send
the locusts."
T h e n fire came out of the sky. T h e
heat was so intense that the oceans
boiled dry.
Again Amos cried out to the Lord
"O mighty God, how can you d o such
a thing? T h e people are weak a n d
would not be able to survive the
flames."
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T h e second time the Lord said, I
will not let this happen."
Word of Amos' prophecies reached
the king, who feared Amos was trying
to start a revolution. H e ordered the
p r o p h e t to a p p e a r before him. T h e
king was very angry, and said, "I want
you to leave my country and take your
visions somewhere else."
Amos answered, "I cannot disobey
the Lord. H e told me your family will
be killed, your lands will be divided up
and given to foreigners, a n d you will
die in a country not your own."
The king had Amos escorted with a
guard out of the palace.
Amos had a final vision in which the
Lord appeared and said, "I will repair
the damage done to my kingdom and
I will bring my people back to their
own land."
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.n the puzzle square are the
names of ten Old Testament
prophets. Names may r u n in any
direction, but letters must be in
adjacent boxes. Amos has been
d o n e to show how the o t h e r
names might be. Answers on
page 12.
Amos Daniel Ezekiel Hosea
Isaiah J o b
Joel
Micah Nahum Jonah
A
T
E
L
R
N
H
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Before being considered as a saint, the life of
the candidate is reviewed
by a church committee. If
there is enough documentation, the person is
declared beatified, or
blessed. If there is proof \
of miracles or extreme religious devotion, the person is named as a saint by
the pope.
Cadiolics usually adopt
a saint at the time of confirmation, many churches
call themselves by t h e
names of saints, and hundreds of cities around the
world are n a m e d after
saints. A saint who is seen
as having special influence over a certain topic
or area is referred to as
the patron saint of it.

You can win a $50 savings b o n d by writing an essay (100 or fewer words)
that answers this question:
Who is your favorite saint, and why?
Send your essay — including your name, home address, telephone number, school and grade — to Catholic Courier, 1150 Buffalo Road, Rochester,
N.Y 14624. Deadline for entries is March 24, 1994. T h e winner will be notified by phone and receive the savings bond by mail. In addition, the winner's essay will be published in an upcoming issue of Kids' Chronicle.
Last month's winner was Nathan Gait, a fifth grader at Mendon Center
Elementary School. In response to uie question, "Jesus told parables using objects for the everyday life of the people to get his message across. If Jesus
were here today, what examples form our everyday life would he us, and what
might the lesson be?" h e wrote:
A computer's ability to network with countless people and other computers at one time is similar to the way God and people can communicate at any
time. T h e tiny wire&and circuits of a computer can keep an immense amount
of data. Countless people through prayers to God can find an infinite measure of his wisdom, guidance, concern and love for each one of us. Remember always the power prayer can be in your life.
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Saint Bonaventure
Fidauza
Saint Bonareroure Fidanza lived
from 1221-1274 m Italy and was
out. of the most influential religious leaders and scholars of his
time He became a high ranking
Franciscan priest before he was
forty veai s old, *nd made it a priority to maintain harmony and
reoperation among the other
priests of the order
Although he accepted the Franciscan \ows of poverty, he believed owning books and building schools were essential t o the
adwncemerarjf education He encouraged the priests to teach in
the universities and devote their
free time to their o w n studies
Bonaventure himself wrote several important religious books, including a biography of Franctf of
Assist
Saint Bonaventure waj apuimed cardinal bishop of A1ano one year before bis death
and wai declared a s u i t in 1482
We remember him o n July 15
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