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Father-and-son combination makes Trig ra 
By Mike Latona 
Stall \viiter 

GRKKCF. — On paper, this racquetball duo 
didn't command much respect when it made 
its debut as a tournament doubles team four 
months ago. 

Vet one hour after taking the court, the 
"Tom and Joe Show" had its opponents gasp
ing tor breath. 

"We surprised some people. They thought 
we were not going to be that good," Father 
Anthony P. Mugavero recalled with a chuckle. 
"They knew I was a priest and my father was 
beyond 70 (years old)." 

Father Mugavero, 44, and his father Joseph, 
79, split their match's first two games before 
finally succumbing in the third and final con
test. So even though the two men have only 
taken up the sport in the past decade, the Mu-
gaveros are not to be taken lightly on the rac
quetball circuit. 

Joseph, a Greece resident and parishioner at 
Our Mother of Sorrows Church, began pla)ing 
racquetball when he wi:s 69. He has advanced 
several steps past the beginner level and now 
plays at the high-C rank against much younger 
competitors. 

"I don't think I've played with anybody my 
age," remarked Joseph, a former construction 
engineer with the State of New York. 

Father Mugavero, who currently serves as 
pastor of St. Bridget's Church in Rochester, 
caught the racquetball bug after his father 
j o ined a local club in the mid-1980s and 
bought him a membership there as well. The 
priest has steadily improved his game and now 
holds his own against B-level players, just a 
couple of rungs shy of the top local competi
tion. 

Father Mugavero, a former s tandout 

S. John Wilkin/Staff photographer 
Father Anthony Mugavero (top) and his father, Joseph, occa
sionally team up as racquetball partners. 

wrestler at Greece Arcadia High S c r f ^ and 
the University of Rochester, has welcomed,? 
return to athletic competit ion after several 
years of relative inactivity. 

"I'm so glad, because I feel a lot better. In the 
priesthood, it's very easy to be involved in min
istry where your physical body is not being tak
en care of very well," Father Mugavero said. 

He added that Bishop Matthew H. Clark, an 
avid jogger, strongly encourages diocesan 
priests to partake in some form of exercise. 

Joseph Mugavero's health has benefited 
from racquetball as well. He reports of im
provement in his feet and legs, and his hand-eye 
coordination is also on the upswing. 

Joseph has experienced additional positive 
results in the stamina department, keeping a 
pace that would befit a high-school athlete. 
Rather than be content with a normal rac
quetball match, he enthusiastically plays up to 
nine games of the popular indoor sport in one 
day. 

"I can't wait!," he exclaimed. T m not hap
py with just three games." 

According to Father Mugavero, his dad's 
staying power has been an inspiration to mem
bers of the Horizon Racquet Club in Greece, 
where father and son belonged until die facil
ity closed down this past May. 

"The comment is always, 'If I could be even 
half that agile or athletic at even a younger 
age, I 'd be happy,'" Father Mugavero ac
knowledged. 

The Mugaveros are looking forward to hook
ing on with another racquetball club by this 
fall so they can take on new rivals — and also 
play an occasional match against each other. 

"I think he takes it easy on me," a smiling 
Joseph said of his son. 

"Baloney," FatJier Mugavero retorted. "When 
he serves, he means business." 

64th ANNUAL SOLEMN 
NOVENA TO SAINT ANNE 

July 18 to 26,1994 
Nightly at 7:30 P.M. 

s 

1994 Theme: Prayer as Life & Growth 
Guest Preacher: Fr. Thomas H. Green, S.J. 

Monday, July 18 - Prayer versus Prayers 

Tuesday, July 19 - Get t ing to know the Lord 

Wednesday , July 20 - Get t ing to know oneself 

Thursday , July 21 - Matur ing in Prayer 

Friday, July 22 - Dry Wells & Dark Nights 

Saturday, July 23 - Linking Prayer to Life 

Sunday, July 24 - Discerning Desolat ion 

Monday , July 25 - Discerning Consola t ion SatM Anm 

Tuesday, July 26 - Standing on o u r Grandpa ren t s Shoulders 
Solemn Eucharist for the Feast of Joachim & Anne 

Services each evening consist of Evening Prayer, Sermon andNovena Prayers 

The Reverend Thomas H. Green, a native of Rochester, New York 
and a priest of the Society of Jesus, is spiritual director of San Jose 
Seminary in Manila, Philippines and Professor of Philosophy and 
Theology at the Ateneo de Manila University. A noted author on 
prayer and spirituality, he is currenty writing his eighth book while 
on Sabbatical. His published works include Drinking From a Dry 
Well, When the Well Runs Dry, Opening to God, Darkness in the 
Marketplace, Weeds Among the Wheat, A Vacation with God, and Come 
Down Zacchaeus. Many of his works also are available on audio 
cassette. 

SAINT ANNE CHURCH 
1600 Mt. Hope Avenue 

Rochester, New York 14620 
The public is cordially invited. The Church building is air- conditioned 

Ex-NBA stars to appear at July 14 peace dinner 
ROCHESTER - A peace dinner be

ing presented in conjunction with the 
Jumping Jack Basketball Tournament 
will take place Thursday, July 14, at the 
Mapledale Party House. 

The event is being sponsored by Ac
tion for a Better Community. Those at
tending will have the oppor tuni ty to 
meet such former National Basketball 

Association stars as Artis Gilmore and J o 
J o White. 

In addition, Community of Rochester 
Peace Awards will be presented to indi
viduals and groups dedicated to creating 
peace in local neighborhoods. 

Tickets are $30 each, or $25 for Jump
ing Jack Tournament participants. For 
details, call 716/271-6907. 

Make A Healthy Decision... 
ADVERTISE IN THE 

CATHOLIC COURIER'S 
HEALTH CARE ISSUE! 

Reach over 70,000 health-conscious readers by placing your advertising message in the 
Catholic Courier's health-care issue. 

Our health-oriented July 28 edition will be an ideal way to reach an affluent, family-
oriented reader group. 

Readership findings indicate that subscribers read Courier ads and place a high degree 
of trust in them. As a result, readers say they consciously choose to patronize those who 
advertise in the Catholic Courier. 

Plus, the Courier's non-profit status enables it to offer lower cost-per-lhouiand rates 
than other area papers. 

AU of which adds up to a very healthy return on your advertising dollar. 

To place an ad or get more information, call 716-328-4340 

CatholicCourier 
Advertising Deadline: July 20 

Publication Date: July 28 
Advertising Rate: $22.55 per column ine* 


