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By Mike Latona 
Staff wii'jer . 

. KING; FERRY - When first asked, 
Kelljr Mahaney wasn't quite sure how 
long she has served as organist at Our 
Lady oifthe Lake Church. 

"I don't really remember going to 
church without playing the organ," she 
said with a laugh. 

At the age of 18, Mahaney has already 
logged a substantial amount of musical 
experience. She has been the primary 
organist at Our Lady of the Lake, lo
cated in Cayuga County, since at least 
her junior-high school days. 

Although Kelly will leave for Bing-
hamton University this fall following her 
recent graduation from Southern Cayu
ga High School, the church-organ bench 
will most likely be occupied by another 
Mahaney — her 16-year-old sister, Katie. 

Training for the Mahaneys' musical 
roles got underway back in the first 
grade, when both began taking piano 
lessons. Kelly has since become firmly 
established at Our Lady of die Lake, to 
the point diat she gets paid for her week
ly services. She has even performed at a 
couple of weddings. 

Katie began her involvement last sum
mer, serving as substitute organist while 
Kelly was out of town. Akhough she said 
she enjoys playing, Katie admits to still 
having an occasional bout with nerves. 

.tj] "Fnj verynervous when I play in front 
of people, (kelly) still gets nervous, too, 
but she hides it better," Katie noted. 

While it hasn't been formally dis
cussed, Katie concedes that she'll prob
ably inherit Kelly's duties of perform
ing at the church's 11 am. Sunday Mass. 

Welcome to die latest sequel of Sister 
Act 

"I kind of figured diat once she went 

S. John Wilkin/Staff photographer 
The sister combination of Katie (left) and Kelly Mahaney has provided some valuable musical assistance for Our Lady 
of the Lake Church in King Ferry, Cayuga County. 

away, I'd do it. I know how hard it is 
when there's no organist," remarked 
Katie, who recently completed her ju
nior year at Southern Cayuga. 

Both sisters remember humorous inci
dents that have occurred along die way. 

"Once, I started played the wrong 
song," said Kelly. "I didn't know what 
to do, so I just kept going." 

A playful jab from Fadier Paul J. Ryan 
— who serves as pastor of St. Mary of 
the Lake as well as three other church
es in thedayiiga'Team Ministry Cluster 
— stands out in Katie's mind. 

"Before die closing announcements, 
Fadier Ryan said, 'Katie, you've done 
such a wonderful job — so don't screw 
up during die last song,'" Katie recalled. 

The girls' mother, Kathy, noted diat 
when Kelly makes visits home from col
lege next year, "she'll be able to sit in a 

pew for the first time" while Katie han
dles die organ chores. 

"She'll be laughing at me, instead of 
me laughing at her," added Katie. 

Actually, their modier pointed out diat 
bom Kelly and Katie are so polished diat 
miscues are kept to a minimum — and usu
ally diey are die only two to even notice. 

"We make eye contact if one of us 
makes a mistake," Kelly said. 

Kelly plans on continuing her musi
cal, endeavors at Binghamton next year 

as she pursues a possible career in com
munications. 

"I hope to keep playing the piano. I'd 
like to take lessons, or maybe even give 
lessons or get into a band," she said. 

In little more than a year, Katie will 
begin college as well. Who will fill the 
role of organist then? 

Well, dieir 8-year-old sister, Mary Bedi, 
has already started piano lessons. 

But "I don't think she'll be ready in a 
year," their modier said with a laugh. 

Perkins Swim Club 
Swim Lessons 
• Babies 'TinyTots • Adults • Children 

• Open 7 Days a Week 

• Heated Outdoor Pool 

• Members & Non-members Welcome 
For Open Swim 

Across from Panorama Plaza 
Home of Fit By Five 

586-7980 

• , i " " > / ' 

SIZZUN' SUMMER SALE 
: We're traveling around this summer to bring you 
- a taste of what Lemstone is all about. Come see 

us, either in our Irondequoit Mall location, or at 
. the following locations: 

Corn Hill Festival -July 9&IO 

Savings on: Bibles • Jewelry • Gifts 
Precious Moments figurines • and much more! 

. rri-
& Ask'voflr pastor about a visit from Lemstone 

nmaour 

Irondequoit Mall (Near Sears on 1st Floor) 
266-5370 

attie's 
YOUR 
HEADQUARTER 
FOR SCHOOL 
UNIFORMS 
Now at our new location in 
12 Corners Plaza-Brighton 

NOWS THE TIME... 
to purchase your child's uniform. 

CALL OR STOP IN TODAY 
while we still have a large selection 

of sizes and colors. 

f ^Don t Wait Until August! 
242-8640 

1906 Monroe Avenue 
(12 Comers Plaza - Brighton) 

Monday-Friday 10-9, Saturday 1 OS, Sunday 12-5 


