THOUC COURIER DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, N.Y

THURSDAY, JUNE 23,1994 PAGE 17

COLUMNS

9

Give *baH toJesus, get out of way
By Father Albert Shamon
Courier columnist
Sunday's Readings: (R3) Mark 5:2148; (RiyWisdom 1:13-15; 2:23-24; (R2)
2 Corinthians 8:7, 9,13-15.
There is a Buddhist legend from
Centuries ago in which a woman in
grief oyer her dead child went to Buddha to plead that the child might be
returned to life. Buddha sent her on
an unusual mission, promising to minister to her need when she returned.
She was to go and collect a bowl of
peppers from aO the families who had
not experienced grief such as hers.
Mystified, but desperate for help, she
agreed to the assignment. When
evening came, the woman returned.
Her bowl was still empty but she was
filled with understanding. No one is
exempt. Everyone finds himself in
darkness sooner or later.
Jairus knew about that kind of darkness. He had come to see Jesus. He
pleaded with the Master, "My little
daughter is at the point of death.
Come and lay your hands on her, so
that she may be made well and live."
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Answer Key
1. e, 2. g, 3. c, 4.jJ5.b,
6. i, 7. d, 8. f, 9. a, 10. h
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Jairus was desperate because he
came to Jesus for help. He was a ruler
of the synagogue, and his colleagues
would not look well on the fact that
Jairus had invited Jesus into his home
to heal his little girl. They would be
shocked. He would be humiliated.
What credentials did Jesus have?
Where had He gone to school? By
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what authority did He heal? Jairus
couldn't say. But none of that mattered. The only thing that mattered
was that his daughter get well.
Jairus was not only desperate but
also truly wise: in his desperation he
turned to Jesus. In a recent Gallup
Poll more than half of Americans who
are experiencing grief turn to God,
to prayer, and to Scripture for comfort. And of those who do, 94 percent
say thatit is highly effective.
Well, Jairus turned to the only
source of help he knew — Jesus. Before they arrived at Jairus's house,
some servants came with bad news.
"Your daughter is dead," they said.
Why bother the Teacher further?" A
crushing terror struck Jairus when he
heard die news. But Jesus placed His
hand gently on Jairus's shoulder and
said, "Fear is useless. What is needed
is trust." Jairus trusted. When they arrived at his house, they found people
weeping and wailing on all sides. Jesus
asked, "Why this din? The child is not
dead. She is asleep." The mourners
began to ridicule Him. Jesus put them
all out.

With the child's father and mother
and His own companions, He entered
die room where die child was. He said,
"Little girl, get up." She did. Those
who had laughed and mocked Him just
a few minutes before were amazed
when diey saw the girl moving about.
It was incredible. The dead do not
come back to life! In all the commotion, no one thought of the little girl.
Jesus told them to give her something
to eat. The concern ofJesus.
Whether you are a basketball fan
or not, you are probably familiar with
the name Larry Bird — the former
basketball great of the Boston Celtics.
During a retirement party for Larry
Bird in Boston Garden, former Celtics
Coach K.C. Jones told of diagramming
a play on the sidelines, only to have
Bird dismiss it, saying: "Get the ball to
me and get everyone out of my way."
That's basically the message of the
Jairus story. When things get desperate, when it seems you have no where
else to turn, give the ball to Jesus and
get out of die way. You will discover, as
Jairus did, diat Jesus will never let you
down.

Information Night -June 27
Irish & British Heritage Tour
Learn why our Sept. 18-30 escorted tour through the Emerald
Isle and historic Britain is so unique and your best value. Join
us on June 27,7:00 PM at our Brighton office, 1649 Monroe
Ave., And bring a Mend.
CaU
n 7\ U*
C 716 ) 621 "9100 today for
Information Night Reservations
iVEL S E R V I C E

Mary wants ourprayers pray the rosary every day!

YOUARE
NEEDED

"PRAY, PRAY, PRAY"
Writeforour catalog for a complete list of items
Over 2,250,000 sold in U.S. and 46 foreign countries.
CASSETTES
Fatirra from the Beginning-DeMarcrii.... .6.00
Bishop Sheen- Explains the Rosary
3.00I Am Your Jesus of Mercy
2.00
Bishop Sheen-Value Of Prayer.
3.00 Vol. 1-Vd. 2-Vol. 3 * each
Vot.
4
NEW
BOOK
......2.95
Bishop Sheen-Your Cross
3.00
.6.00
Bishop SheerhBiessed Mother
3.00True DevotiontoMary
75
Bishop SheerhMearmg of Suffering 3.00Thirty Favorite Novenas
4.00
Prayer and Meditations #1
3.00 Woman of Many Titles
O'Brien-Sounds of Medjugorje #1
10.00 Our Lord and Our Lady in Scottsdate ...7.00
.6.00
O'Brien-Sounds of Medjugorje #2
10.00 Wonder of Guadalupe
Imitation
of
Christ
.....1.95
Rosaiy-15 Decade, songs, litany
3.00
1.50
Our Lady of Fatima Choir #2
8.00 The Agony of Jesus by Padre Pk)
.4.00
Divine Mercy Chaptet Cassette
10.00 SI Anthony the Wonder Worker
Holy Wiof God
6.00
BOOKS
.7.95
Messages and Teachings of Mary..: 7.00 Mother Teresa, Woman in Love
Pieta
Blue
Book
1.50
PlayboytoPriest, Father Roberts
5.95
You
Better
Believe
it-Fr.
Roberts
6.95
Prayer Book-4 KeystoHeaven
1.50
Gold Book of Prayers
3.00
. Prayer Book-Man/ Teach Me To Pray
7.95
NEW BOOK
1.50 Bridge to Heaven
...1.50
many prayers, mediations, litanies, poems Holy Spirit, Our Greatest Friend
1.50
TreRralrtour-Michael Brown
11.50 7/8x12-51% Beeswax Candtes
10
hour
Votive
Light-Blessed
.25
The Thunder of Justice..;
:....11.95"
6
day
Votive
Light-Blessed
1.75
Our Lady of GarabandaJ
5.00
Prayer c#tj» Warrior.
..11.00 SuP^KA-Fkj6aty&Scs&arpkJs4KeystoHeaven
PrayerBookand Holy PiOure, Prayer Caixis JZ.00
. Powerof«»Rosary.
.......2.00
Postage:
purchases
under $5.00
add $1.00 - $5-10 add $2.00 - $10.00 &over-$3.00.
St Michael
and the
Angels..
:'..—5.50

Mary's Call is a tax exempt corporation. Any donation you wish to make
will help spread the devotion to our Blessed Mother around the world.

P.O. Box 162
Salisbury, MO 65281
816-386-5306

^ANDYOUu,

DOMINICAN SISTERS
OF HAWTHORNE
95 years ofgiving free, hands-on nursing care
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