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EDITORS ' 
NOTE: This is the 
last in a series lead­
ing up to the cate­
chism's publishing 
next week. 

• 4 1 . Will the 
"people in the 
pews" receive any 
assistance in devel­
oping an under­
standing of the cat­
echism's content? 

The catechism 
"is intended pri­
marily for bishops, 
as teachers of the faith and pastors of 
die Church." Therefore, the "people in 
the pews" can expect some assistance in 
the first place from their bishops. Many 
bishops are already incorporating the 
catechism into their teaching and 
preaching. Many are providing contin­
uing education opportunities focused 
on die catechism for dieir priests, parish 
leaders, deacons, seminarians, teachers, 
catechists and faithful. In addition, many 
Catholic newspapers and periodicals are 
already offering Uieir readers commen­
taries and guides for understanding the 
catechism. 

• 42. How can the catechism be most 
effectively used by editors of catechisms 
and other catechetical materials? 

Audiors, editors and publishers of cat­
echisms and catechetical materials 
should be guided by the catechism in 
die revision and improvement of cate­
chetical materials. The content, plan and 
spirit of die catechism should shape the 
development of all future catechetical 
texts. Authors, editors and publishers 
of catechisms and catechetical materi­
als should assist in the adaptation of the 
catechism's doctrinal presentations to 
die particular circumstances of diose for 

" whom catechetical texts are developed. 
Together with odier catechetical docu­
ments widiin die church's magisterium, 
the catechism holds a privileged place 
in the formulation of catechetical ma­
terials. As die Holy Father has said, the 
catechism is a "sure and authentic source 
book for the teaching of Catholic doc­
trine and especially the composition of 
local catechisms." 

• 43. How can the catechism be most 
effectively used by priests? 

Since the catechism presents the con­
tent of the faith in a complete and or­
ganic summary, it is an invaluable pas­
toral resource for priests. It offers the 
church's teachings in a positive, exposi­
tory manner avoiding argumentation or 
apologetic. As such it easily lends itself 
to use in teaching, counseling and 
preaching. For example, when the faith­
ful seek responses to questions con­
cerning doctrinal matters, die catechism 
is a user-friendly resource with its cross-
referencing system and many indices. In 
addit ion, as doctrinal issues are sug­
gested in die liturgical cycle of readings, 
the catechism can provide fertile back­
ground for the priest to address these 
issues directly in his homilies. Since sem­
inarians can also benefit from die use 
of the catechism, diey, too, should be 
encouraged to read and study it. 

• 44. How can die catechism be most 
effectively used by catechists? 

Catechists do not teach in their own 
names. Neither do they teach dieir opin­
ions on doctrinal matters. Catechists 
teach in the name of Christ. In fact it is 
Christ who they teach. In light of this, 
catechists are teachers of die trudis of 
the faith. The catechism provides them 
a handy reference work which could be 
used togedier with dieir catechist man­
uals for use in die preparation of lesson 
plans. Catechists will find die catechism 
to be a reliable and credible companion 
in dieir catechetical ministry. 

• 45. How can the catechism be ef­
fectively used by all others responsible 
for catechesis? 

While this part of die catechism's in­
tended audience is indefinite, it would 
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seem that diocesan and parish educa­
tional and catechetical leaders would be 
included. The catechism provides a trea-* 
sury of personal and professional re­
sources for all those responsible for cat­
echesis, especially those in leadership 
positions. Diocesan and parish educa­
tional and catechetical leaders, under 
the direction of the local bishop, could 
assist in the evaluation of catechetical 
materials based on the catechism. 

• 46. How can the catechism be most 
effectively used by "all the faithful?" 

Many Catholic adults are searching 
for a positive, coherent and contempo­
rary statement of what the church be­
lieves and teaches. The new catechism 
provides such a statement in a compre­
hensive, yet summary format. Catholic 
adults should be encouraged to read and 
study the catechism. While private study 
of the catechism might fit most com­
fortably into the learning styles of some 
adults, most benefit greatly from orga­
nized discussion groups or study circles. 
Growth in the knowledge of the faith 
which one believes tends to deepen the 
quality of the faith by which one be­
lieves. Thus the catechism can be used 
by the faithful as an instrument for the 
wholistic maturation of their faith. 

• 47. Why does the church need the 
catechism at this time? 

The Second Vatican Council re-de­
fined and re-affirmed the church's tra­
ditional teachings for the contemporary 
world. Just as in the cases of previous 
ecumenical councils, after the Second 
Vatican Council, there was a need to 
consolidate those teachings and repre­
sent diem in a compelling and inviting 
way. In addition, today many people are 
looking for a clear and coherent pre­
sentation of the church's teaching. The 
catechism provides such an intelligent 
and complete presentation. 

• 48. Will the catechism strengthen 
the church's bond of unity or cause di­
vision widiin die church? 

The Holy Father has said that the cat­
echism provides "the service of sup­
porting and confirming the faith of all 
die disciples of die Lord Jesus, as well as 
to strengthen the bonds of unity in the 
same apostolic faith." The catechism sets 
forth what Catholics believe throughout 
the world without regard for their par­
ticular cultural situations. It seeks to fos­
ter the unity of the faith as it is lived dis­
tinctively throughout the universal 
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Pro-democracy activist Chalard Vorachat drinks a glass of water outside 
the parliament building in Bangkok, Thailand, on June 10, marking the 
17th day of his fast for a more democratic constitution. 

church. In addition, the "In Brief" sum­
maries especially offer a common lan­
guage of faith for diverse believers to 
express and celebrate the one Catholic 
faith. The catechism has a great poten­
tial to diminish division within the 
church and draw believers closer to one 
another and to Christ. 

• 49. What effect will the catechism 
have on church life? 

The catechism is an historic document 
which the Holy Father considers one of 
the most outstanding achievements of 
his pontificate. While its effects will be 
felt in every area of church life, they will 
be most profoundly felt in that dimen­
sion of the church's mission which is ex-
plicidy catechetical. The catechism will 
continue to encourage the renewal of 
catechetics which has been going on 
since before the Second Vatican Coun­
cil. Preachers, teachers and catechists 
will depend on the catechism as a pri­
mary resource. Authors, editors and 
publishers of catechetical materials will 
look to the catechism as a touchstone 
and guide for the revision of their cate­
chetical texts and materials. Pope John 
Paul II has said, "The catechism cannot 
fee considered merely as a stage preced­
ing the drafting of local catechisms, but 
it is destined for all the faithful who have 

the capacity to read, understand and as­
similate it in their Christian living." 

• 50. Will the catechism assist the Holy 
Father in what he has called the "new 
evangelization?" 

Yes. Pope John Paul II has termed the 
catechism, "an instrument for the new 
evangelization." The "new evangeliza­
tion" which the Holy Father has consis­
tently proclaimed involves botii the trans­
formation of contemporary culture and 
the personal, ongoing conversion of the 
individual believer. The new catechism 
presents the message of Christ in its en­
tirety. It presents the message of Christ 
faithfully. It consistently offers the teach­
ings of the church in relationship to the 
person of Christ who is at the heart of 
the church's beliefs. These diree ele­
ments make up the energizing center of 
the "new evangelization." 

The Holy Father has said, "The new 
evangelization, however, requires first 
of all a catechesis that, presenting the 
plan of salvation, can call people to con­
version and to hope in God's promise 
on the basis of certitude about the true 
resurrection of Christ, the first procla­
mation and root of all evangelization, 
the foundation of all human develop­
ment and the principle of every Christ­
ian culture." 

Now, there is a special program where the elderly 
and persons with disabilities can live at home 

and spend their days at St. Ann's. Home Connection is a unique concept in health care for eldely 
and people with diasabilities. 

Home Connection offers people the best of both worlds: It 
enables mem to live at home and spend their days at St Ann's, 
where they can take advantage of fully-staffed health services 
along with leisure time activities in a safe, secure environment 
Services include: 

Personal care and bathing 
Hot meals and nutritional 
counseling 
Physical, occupational, and 
speech therapies 

' Hearing evaluations 

• Helath monitoring and 
nursing care 

• Social work counseling '§ 
• Religious services 
• Social activites 
• Transportation 

** 

We can also arrange special services like podiatry, dental 
hygiene, and trips to St Ann's beauty salon, barber shop and 
Peartree store. 
Home Connection can mean something veery special for peo­
ple who need help: It means they can get skilled, professional 
care and daily socialization and recreation They can even stay 
under the care of their own physician. In addition, Home Con­
nection ofers much needed respite for family members who 
help care for a person at home. 
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If you would like more information about 
Home Connection, please call us at 342-1700. 

Home Connection at St, Ann's • 1500 Portland Avenue • Rochester, New York 14621 


