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Fatherhood has been worth the wait 
By Gregory F. Augustine Pierce 
Syndicated columnist 

Like many other male baby boomers, 
I almost missed becoming a dad. As 
with so many other things, we boomers 
thought we could have our children 
when and whenever we were ready, 
only to discover that things didn't al
ways work out die way we planned. 

After several detours and a couple 
of major crashes, however, I finally 
found myself the father of three 
healthy, beautiful children. I was al
most 20 years older than my own par
ents were when they had me. 

People always ask me whether hav
ing young children in your 40s is more 
difficult dian having them in your 20s 
and 30s, and I always answer die same 
way. "How would I know?" 

From observing my siblings and 
friends, however, I have come to the 
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belief diat what older parents lack in 
energy and patience they make up in 
wisdom and gratitude. Being a par

ent is the happiest, holiest, most ful
filling work of my life — all the sweet
er for almost having missed it. 

When I coach my kids' T-ball team, 
for example, I understand that if 4-
year-old Zach wants to lie down at sec
ond base, the world is not going to 
notice. Or when his 6-year-old sister, 
Abby, digs a throw out of the dirt at 
first base without really realizing 
where the ball is, it's just as good for 
me as if she had. And when her twin 
brother, Nate, makes a leaping, over-
the-shoulder grab of a line drive, I 
now can truly appreciate Steve Mart
in's dance when his son did the same 
in the movie Parenthood. 

Certainly, raising kids is difficult. 
There is nothing harder for me than 
to put the three of them to bed when 
they've decided to "get crazy" — es
pecially after I've had a particularly 
hard day at my job. And I do some

times resent the fact that their con
stant demands make it difficult for my 
wife Kathy and I to find quality time 
for each other. 

But this Father's Day, they will "sur
prise" me for the fourth year in a row 
with a family trip to the Kiddyland 
Amusement Park. Almost every day 
they bring a new piece of art work 
home from kindergarten or preschool 
that I hang with pride in my office. 
I'm getting to teach them how to ride 
a bicycle, how to read a book, how to 
stand up for what they believe. Best 
of all, I've got three people who hug 
and kiss me several times a day, call 
me "dad" without a second thought, 
and love me as unconditionally as I 
love them. 

"All dungs come round to him who 
will but wait," said Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow. For me, that includes fa
therhood. 
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Collectors and Browsers always welcome 
Large selection of cold resin figurines including: 

Maud Humphry Figurines • Calico Kittens • Mary's Moo Moos • Chreished Teddies 
MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE A FREE GIFT 

Out Country Tea Room is Open».itop In for lunch and a cup of tea 
2485 DEWEY AVE., (by the railroad tracks) • 6214475 Open Monday Saturday 

STOREWBDE SALE 
30% off all items 
slock up & save! 

Card & Gift Shoppe 
840 Merchants Rd. 

6549860 

Bowman Roofing & 
Siding Company 
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FREE ESTIMATES; i ,'r 
ROOFING-SIDING 
ROOF REPAIRS 

SEAMLESS ALUMINIUM 
GUTTERS 

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 
671-3270 

IF NO ANSWER CALL 671-2912 

544 COUNTRYSIDE LANE, WEBSTER 

SULLIVAN'S SHOES 
Children's Sneak & Sandal Sale 

Choose f rom Stride-Rite, LA Gear, Peaks, and More 

NOW $19.99-$29.99 
SULLIVAN'S SHOE CO. 

442-8730 
14 Edmond Street 

(Off Monroe Ave. , near Goodman) 

Hours : Mon. -Fn . 10-5 

We've just PERFECTED retirement 
...In Greece at English Road & North Avenue 

Move into a fresh, new, fully 
equipped 1 or 2 bedroom 

garden apartment within a beautifully 
landscaped setting, featuring: 

Oak kitchens with self-cleaning oven, 
dishwasher & disposal • Laundry facilities 

Courtesy transportation 
• Healthcall medical alert system 

• 1 year FREE CABLE TV • Central AC 
Sound-proof construction 

24-hr. maintenance 

Meet your neighbors in a 
beautifully appointed, 

staffed community center, or 
at our pool , health club or 

putt ing green . 

Optional Amenities: 
Housekeeping 

On-Site Dining • Pet .Building 

MODEL APARTMENT NOW OPEN! 
Stop by or call. PHONE: 2254480 

efcown 
Where the living is EASY! Uric 

Catholic Child Sponsorship 
For Just $10 a Month 

Little Conchita lives in a small village in the 
mountains of Guatemala. Her house is made 
of cornstalks, with a fin roof and dirt floor. Her 
father struggles to support tne family as a day 
laborer. Your concern can make the differ
ence in the lives of children like Conchita. 

Your opportunity to help one very poor 
child is much too important to miss. And 
Christian Foundation for Children and 
Aging Is the only Catholic child spon
sorship program working in the 22 des
perately poor countries we serve. 

Foras littleas $10 monthly, you can help 
a poor child at a Catholic mission site re
ceive nourishing food, medical care, the 
chance to go to school and hope for a 
brighter future. You can change a life. 

Through CFCA you can sponsor a child 
with the amount you can afford. Ordinarily 
it takes $20 per month to provide one of our 
children with the life-changing benefits of 
sponsorship. But if this is not possible for 
you, please do what you can. CFCA will 
see to it from other donations and the tire
less efforts of our missionaries that your 
special child receives the same benefits 
as other sponsored children. 

And you can be assured your donations 
are being magnified and are having their 
greatest impact because our programs are 
directed by dedicated Catholic missionaries 
with a long standing commitment to the 
people they serve. 

You will receive a picture of your child, 
information about your child's family and 
country, letters from your child and the 
CFCA quarterly newsletter. 

Please take this opportunity to make a 
difference in the life of one poor child. 

Become a sponsor today! 

Ifyou prefer, simply call 
Bernie Puglisi at the 

Catholic Courier 
(716)328-4340 

' Yes, I'll help one child: 

I D Boy D Girl D Teenager 
I i Any jn most need 

I My monthly pledge is: • $10 D$15 D$20 D$25 D$50 D$100 
My support will be: • monthly • quarterly U semi-annually U annually 

. Enclosed is my first sponsorship contrfoution of $ . 
I • I cannot sponsor now but I enclose my gift of $ _ _ _ . 

D Please send me more information. 

I Name 
Address. 
City 

Phone 

State Zip 

Lr 

Christian Foundation for Children and Aging (CFCA) 
c/o CATHOLIC COURIER/1150 Buffalo Road/Rochester/New York 14624 
Maka ehacks payabla to: Christian Foundation for Children and Aging (CFCA) 

Financial Report available upon request/ Donation U.S. tax deductible. 
Mentor: U.S. Catholic Minion Association - Natl Catholic Dwakpnwit Conferencs - Catholic Press Association 
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