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Deacon traveled to Ireland to compete for a pub 
ByRobCullivan 
Staff writer 

It; 
ROCHESTER - About six weeks 
| ago, Deacon Gregory R. S a m p 
son of Irondequoit's S t Thomas 

ithe Apostle Parish received a 
flyer in the mail pitching clergy tour 
packages to Ireland. 

But the deacon was still awaiting word 
as to whether|be had won Guinness Im
port Company's "Win Your Own Pub in 
Ireland" contest He briefly considered 
the tour flyer before discarding it. 

"I said, 'Nah, I'll just win the contest,'" 
Deacon Sampson recalled saying flip
pantly. 

H e admits, however, that he was as 
surprised as anyone a few days later 
when-he was named one of 10 finalists 
from the United States in the contest 
sponsored by Guinness. 

Deacon Sampson remembered this 
fateful phone call from the contest or
ganizers, as he, shared a pint of Guin
ness with his \ytte, Carole, at McGinnity's 
Restaurant & Party House, 534 W. Ridge 
Road, last Thursday evening, May 19. 

"I got die phone call about a half-hour 
before I had to preach die homily," Dea
con Sampson said. "I figured it was 
some siding salesman that are always 
calling, and I was tempted to pick up 
the phone and say T m not interested!' 
and hang up." 

Fortunately, Deacon Sampson's Chris
tian ethical framework contained his 
contempt for phone marketing. He 
stayed on long enough to learn that his 
and nine other 50-word essays describing 
the "perfect pint of Guinness" had been 
selected out of a total of 31,000 entries 
submitted. 

"I was just flabbergasted," he said. 1 
told everyone I knew. I was stopping com
plete strangers as well and telling diem." 

The deacon's winning essay, titled 
"The Limitations of Physics, went like 
diis: 

"The physics professor tells us that 
the perfect pint is precisely 0.47317 liter. 
But the physics professor is wrong. The 
perfect pint is Guinness." 

Guinness rewarded die deacon's flat
tery by flying him and his wife — along 
with the other nine finalists—to Ireland 
on May 12. They were taken on extensive 
tours of Ireland's capital, Dublin, includ
ing a stop at die Guinness brewery, and 
through die seaport city of Cobh in the 

S. John Wilkin/Staff photographer 
Deacon Gregory Sampson demonstrates the finer points of pulling a pint of 
Guinness at McGinnity's tavern in Rochester. 
southern Ireland province of Munster. 

The company apparently was un
stinting in its treatment of the finalists, 
treating diem to sumptuous meals, gen
erous amounts of Guinness, and free ho
tel accommodations. The deacon was 
equally as lavish in his praise for the 
company's largesse. 

"If you wanted to pay for somediing 
you had to sneak it in," Deacon Sampson 
recalled. 

On Monday, May 16, the finalists 
gathered at Connie Doolan's in Cobh. 
Doolan's was the pub to be rewarded to 
the finalist whose combined score in 
dart-throwing, pint-pulling, and oratory 
exceeded diat of the odier contestants. 

Deacon Sampson had practiced 

throwing darts at home with his son-in-
law, Jason Hubbard. He also spent a few 
evenings at various Irish cultural events 
in McGinnity's, learning to pull pints 
from the tap. 

"The head had to be just 'proud' of 
the top, not over," the deacon said, de
scribing a phenomenon that can only 
be seen, not reported. 

Each finalist also had to recite a new 
essay of 50 words or less just for the big 
night, with the subject being, "Why I 
should own Connie Doolan's." 

"Three things die owner must give to 
the pub," the deacon recited. "Work, 
worry, love. 

"Three diings die owner must always 
remember,'' he continued. "The guests, 

the glassware, the Guinness. 
"If these things be done, then there 

will be three things to be found in the 
pub:," he concluded. "Tradition, Democ
racy, Happy Hearts." 

Despite his eloquent sentiments, Dea
con Sampson, along with eight others, 
lost out to 27-year-old Jay Mulligan, a 
native of the Irish-American stronghold 
of South Boston, Mass. 

After winning the pub, the previous
ly unemployed Mulligan proved a gra
cious winner, according to the Irish 
Times. The paper reported that he called 
for a moment of silence after receiving 
the pub keys from Connie Doolan, di
rector of trade relations for Guinness, 
and the pub's namesake. 

"Ladies and gentleman, the drinks are 
on the house," Mulligan said. 

Deacon Sampson joked that his Nor
wegian ethnic roots may have worked 
against his chances in the contest. 

"Mulligan probably has a better shot 
than Sampson," he laughed. 

"I would really have liked to won it," 
Deacon Sampson admitted. "But every
body was happy that Jay won. He was 
just a wonderful guy. There were tears 
streaming out of his eyes when he won." 

Indeed, all the finalists so liked each 
other that they plan to reunite a year 
from now, Deacon Sampson said. 

"We got to be a close-knit group," he 
explained. "We got to do some real se
rious bonding." 

Despite losing the contest, Deacon 
Sampson and his wife saw the beauty of 
Ireland — something the couple had 
dreamed about for years. And it was all 
"on the house." 

"There 's no two ways about it," he 
said. "I'm going back again." 
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D E M O N S I K A I I O N S • MUSIC • DttMA • GAMES 
• RIDES • TOURS • EXHIBITS* FOOD 

ALL B*» CRAFT SHOW 
SAWMILUWOO0WOWINWBUCK5MI1H SHOP DEWCAIION 

AMISSION: $1.00 CMLMEN UNDER 12 FREE 
GOLF CART AUNURLE FOR HAWKAFFED. 

FHONE:(3I5|M7-3I01 

Conesus Lake 
Bed & Breakfast 

Located Lakeside 
Bedrooms with private balconies overlooking 

the lake • Private beach with picnic area 
• Free use of paddle boats • Double whirlpool 

tub • Overnight docking • Full breakfast 
Private bath available 

2388 E. Lake Rd., Conesus 
(716) 346-6526 • (800) 724-4841 

Jay-Ve 
F i s h i n g T a c k l e C o . I n c . 

ROCHESTER'S FISHING 
HEADQUARTERS SINCE 19521 

• Rods 
• Reels 
• Lures 
• Depth Finders 
• Clothing 

Down Riggers 
Marine Radios 
Reel Repair 
Trolling Motor Repair 
Live Bait 

NYS HURTING & FISHING LICENSES 

HOURS 

Mon 6-5 
Tu-Fr 6-6 
Sot 6-5 
Sun 6-1 

266-0880 
24 Seneca Ave. 

(corner of Morton St.) 

SHRINES & STATUES 
Many statues in stock including The Blessed Mother, 
Christ, Sacred Heart, St. Jude, St. Francis, St. Joseph, St. 
Anthony and Infant of Prague. 
(Statues of other saints may be special ordered) 

Concrete & 

HILLTOP MARKET 
1506 EMPIRE BLVD. iCTl 1 0 £ T 
WEBSTER, NY 14580 O / ± - 1 3 * 0 / 

•tut MINI-VACATION 
Gates Hill Homestead 

Brookfield, NY - 315-899-5837 
18 hours in the 18th Century-complete for about $100 per couple. 
70 minutes of spectacular views and quaint village seen from a 14 
passenger stage, powered by our four horse hitch. Tour capped by our 
homecooked Country Dinner, family style. ($40 a couple for tour &. 
dinner, overnight optional). Accomodations are proudly offered—we 
were chosen by Frommer's Bed & Breakfast, North America 1987, 
as one of the 100 best All by reservation, gift certificates available. 

* HOLLOWAY HOUSE 
Early American Atmosphere 
Open Easter—Thanksgiving 

ROUTES 5 & 20 • EAST BLOOMFIELD 

RESERVATIONS: 716-657-7120 
• • • Mobil Guide Rating • AAA Recommended 

"Listed in National Register of Historic Places" 

Try our home baked desserts and Sally Lunn Bread 

Luncheon 11:30 to 2pm; Tues,-Sat. • Dinner 5:30 to 8:30pm 

Friday Night Seafood Buffet 5:30 to 8:30pm 0uly thru mid Sept.) 

Saturday Special - Prime Ribs of Beef 

Sunday dinner 12 - 7:30pm - Early Sunday Dinner Specials served 12-3 

Cocktail Lounge • Air Conditioned • Credit Cards • Closed Mondays 

W O I D C I T E , NEW Y O U 
Open House! 

Saturday, June 4,»12- 4pm 

Register Now 

"Early Discount Ends Soon" 
Camp Dates: June 26 to August 13 

For more information call 724-6118 

Horseback Riding • Swimming 
Boating • Hiking • Rope 
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