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EDITORS' NOTE: This is the second 
in a Jive -part series, which will run 
through the June 16 issue. 

• 1 1 . How is all the material orga­
nized in the new catechism? 

The new catechism, like the Cate­
chism of the Council of Trent, is di­
vided into four major parts. They are 
referred to as the "four pillars" on 
which the catechism is built. In his 
Apostolic Constitution promulgating 
the catechism, the Holy Father called 
them the "four movements of a great 
symphony." They are 1) the Creed 
(what die church believes), 2) die Sacra­
ments (what the church celebrates), 3) 
the Commandments (what the church 
lives) and 4) the Our Father (what the 
church prays). 

The catechism consists of 2,685 para­
graphs , each of which is numbered. 
There is an internal cross-referencing 
system among the paragraphs which 
makes it simple to find all die passages 
in the catechism which treat a particu­
lar subject In addition, the catechism 
provides several indices for ease in lo­
cating particular passages. Indices are 
organized according to themes, Scrip­
tural citations, symbols of the faith, 
documents of ecumenical councils, 
documents of other councils and syn­
ods, pontifical documents, ecclesiasti­
cal documents, canon law, liturgical 
texts and ecclesiastical authors. 

* 12. Is the new catechism intended 
to replace other catechetical docu­
ments of die church? 

No. The new catechism is intended 
to stand beside the odier catechetical 
documents such as, Catethesi Tradendae, 
Evangetii Nuntiandi, The General Cate­
chetical Directory and the catechetical 
documents of episcopal conferences. 
These documents create part of die con­
text in which die new catechism is re­
ceived and mediated to uie particular 
circumstances of die local or national 
church. The new catechism is infpnrtrrt ' 
to be a resource for die continuing re­
newal of catechesis and die deveiteip-
ment of future catechetical ma£eria& 
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• 13. What is 
d ie teaching au­
thority of the 
new catechism? 

The catechism 
is par t of the 
church's official 
teaching in the 
sense that it was 
suggested by a 
Synod of Bish­
ops, requested by 
die Holy Father, 
prepared and re­
vised by bishops 

and promulgated by die Holy Father 
as part of his ordinary Magisterium. 
The Holy Father has said diat die cat­
echism "is given to serve as a sure and 
audientic source book for die teaching 
of Catholic doctrine." 

* 14. Is die new catechism simply a 
list of doctrinal formulations? 

No. The new catechism presents die 
history and tradition of die church's doc­
trine in a complete yet summary way. It 
draws heavily from Scripture, Patristics, 
Liturgical texts and die lives and writ­
ings of die saints to illustrate die doctri­
nal content. The witness of uiese sources, 
especially die words and example of 
saints and scholars, underscores die 
church's ongoing, living tradition. 

* 15. Is diis new catechism intended 
to be used "as is" in all d ie pluriform 
churches throughout the world that 
make up die universal church? 

Aldiough it will be translated into 
several languages, d iere is only o n e 
new catechism for die whole church. 
The new catechism contains what die 
church holds and teaches diroughout 
die world. It is a resource for die de­
velopment of culturally sensitive cate­
chisms and catechetical materials. By 
its own acknowledgement, d ie cate­
chism does not intend to achieve diis 
cultural sensitivity itself. Rather "such 
indispensable adaptation, required by 
differences of culture, age, spiritual 
life, and social and ecdesial condition 
among God's people," belongs in odi­

er catechisms inspired by this work, 
and is die particular task of those who 
teach the faidi. 

• 16. How will uie new catechism be 
"adapted" to the multicultural situa­
tion of die church in uie United States? 

This is the task diat lies ahead for 
the bishops and the authors, editors 
and publishers of catechetical materi­
als. The revision of catechetical mate­
rials presently in use in the dioceses of 
die United States and the development 
of any new materials will have to take 
die new cauiechism's entire content as 
well as its general directive for "indis­
pensable adaptation" very seriously. 
Togedier diey will have to Fmd ways to 
communicate the church's universal 
teaching as it is expressed in die ex­
perience of die church in die United 
States. That experience is multicultur­
al, dierefore any catechetical materials 
developed from die new catechism will 
have to be faithful to particular cul­
tural experiences as well as to die en­
tire content of die new catechism. 

• 17. What is die doctrinal authori-
ty of die catechism? 

The Holy Fatiier ordered die publi­
cation of die catechism by die Apostolic 
Constitution, Fidei Deposition, on O c t 
11,1992. An apostolic constitution is a 
most solemn form by which popes pro­
mulgate official church documents. The 
new Code of Canon Law, for example, 
was promulgated by die Apostolic Con­
stitution, Sacrae Disciplinaw Leges. 

• 18. What did die Holy Father say 
about d ie doctrinal autiiority of d ie 
rftt«»rhKm? 

In Fidei Depositum, Pope John Paul JJ 
said, "The Catechism of the Cadiolic 
Church, which I approved on 25 June, 
1992; and whose publication I com­
mand today in virtue of die apostolic 
autiiority, is a presentation of d ie 
church's faidi and of Cadiolic doctrine 
witnessed t o o r clarified by sacred 
Scripture, die apostolic tradition and 
the church's magisterium. I acknowl­
edge it as a valuable and autiioiized in­
strument at die service of die ecdesial 

communion and as a sure and certain 
standard for die teaching of d ie faidi." 

• 19. Is die doctrinal autiiority of die 
catechism equal to diat of the dogmatic 
definitions of a pope o r ecumenical 
council? 

By its very nature, a catechism pre­
sents the fundamental t ru ths of die 
faith which have already been com­
municated and defined. Because die 
catechism presents Cadiolic doctrine 
in a complete yet summary way, it nat­
urally contains die infallible doctrinal 
definitions of the popes and ecu­
menical councils in die history of die 
church. It also presents teaching which 
has not been communicated and de­
fined in tiiese most solemn forms. This 
does not mean diat such teaching can 
be disregarded or ignored. Quite to 
the contrary, the catechism presents 
Cadiolic doctrine as an organic while 
and as it is related to Christ who is die 
center. A major catechism, such as die 
catechism of die Cadiolic Church, pre­
sents a compendium of church teach­
ings and has die advantage of demon­
strating die harmony diat exists among 
tiiose teachings. 

20. Is die doctrinal autiiority of die 
catechism equal to d ie documents of 
die Second Vatican Council? 

Just as the catechism contains the 
most solemnly defined dogmas of die 
church, it also contains die teachings of 
die Second Vatican Council. The world­
wide consultation of die bishops diat 
preceded die promulgation of die cat­
echism gives it a collegial character. ft is, 
as die Holy Fatiier has said, "die result 
of a collaboration of die whole episco­
pate." It would seem, however, diat die 
catechism did not have d ie benefit of 
die complete exercise of effective col-
legiality diat accompanies die writing, 
disputation, revision, consensus, agree­
ment and eventual promulgation of doc­
uments of an ecumenical council But it 
must be noted diat die form of a cate­
chism is distinct from die form of con-
ciliar documents . They are compli­
mentary, but diey are not identical. 
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DOMINICAN SISTERS 
OF HAWTHORNE 
95 years ofgiving free, hands-on nursing care 
to incurable cancer patients. Tbis, our gift to 
God, demonstrates far all who see the power of 
His love and mercy. 

Our Sisters come from all walks of life. Prior nursing 
experience not required. 

CONTACT: Sr.Marie Edward • Rosary Hill Home 
600 Linda Ave^ Hawthorne, NY 10532 (914) 169-4194 
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Mary wants our prayers -
pray the rosary every day! 

"PRAY, PRAY, PRAY" 
Write tor our catalog for a complete list of items 

Over 2,250,000 sold in U.S. and 46 foreign countries. 

CASSETTES 
Bishop Sheen- Explains the Rosary 3.00 
Bishop Sheen-Value Of Prayer.. 3.00 
Bishop Shean-Your Cross 3.00 
Bshqp Sheen-Blessed Mother... 3.00 
Bishop SheerhMearmg of Suffering 3.00 
Prayer and Meditations #1 3.00 
OBrien-SourrfsofMedjugorjetl 10.00 
O'Brien-Sounds of Medjugorje #2 10.00 
Rosary-15 Decade, songs, litany. 3.00 
Our Lady of Fatima Char #2. 8.00 
Divine Mercy Chaptet Cassette 10.00 

BOOKS 
Messages and Teachings of Mary 7.00 
Playboy to Priest, Father Roberts 5.95 
Prayer Book-4 Keys to Heaven 1.50 
Prayer Book-Mary Teach Me To Pray 
NEW BOOK ......1.50 
many prayers, meditations, litanies, poems 
The Final Hour-Michael Brown 11.50 
The Thunder of Justice 11.95 
Our Lady of Garabandal 5.00 
Prayer of the Warrior. 11.00 
Power of the Rosary. .2.00 
St Michael and the Angels. .5.50 

Fatima from the Begmiing-OeMarchi 6.00 
I Am Your Jesus of Mercy 
Vol. 1-Vol. 2-VoJ. 3 - each .2.00 
Vol. 4 - NEW BOOK .2.95 
True Devotion to Mary .6.00 
Thirty Favorite Novenas 75 
Woman of Many Titles 4.00 
Our Lord a r t Our Lacy in Scottsdale ...7.00 
Wonder of Guadalupe .6.00 
Imitation of Christ .. 1.95 
The Agony of Jesus by Padre Pio —1.50 
St Anthony the Wonderworker .4.00 
Hory W i of God ..... 6.00 
Mother Teresa, Woman in Love — 7 . 9 5 
Pieta Blue Book 1.50 
You Better Believe tt-Fr. Roberts ........6.95 
Gold Book of Prayers 3.00 
Bridge to Heaven 7.95 
Hory Spirit Our Greatest Friend 1-50 

7/8x12 - 5 1 % Beeswax Candes .1.50 
10 hour Votive Light-Blessed .25 
6 day Votive Light-Blessed 1.75 
Survival KA-RoeaiyiScapubrplus4Keysk>Haaven 
Pmyor Book and Holy Pidum,Pnyar Cards 2.00 

Postage: purchases under $5.00 add $1.00 - $5-10 add $2.00 - $10.00 & over-$3.00. 
Mary's Call is a tax exempt corporation. Any donation you wish to make 
will help spread the devotion to our Blessed Mother around the world. 


