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Every Mass pours love into fa 
By Father Albert Shamon 
Courier columnist 

Sunday's Readings: (R3) John 
17:11-19; (Rl) Acts 1:15-17,20-26; (R2) 
1 John 4:11-16. 

Unity is the theme of Sunday's 
Gospel. Jesus's last prayer to His Fa-

• ther was for unity: "O Father most 
. holy, protect them... that they may be 

one, even as we are one." 
As for God the bond of unity is 

love, so the bond of unity for all 
mankind must also be love. Love is 
unitive; only hate divides. Pope Paul 
VI said that the church's mission is to 
create "a civilization of love." 

But from where does love come. 
Once I thought it came from our
selves, that we could drill deep down 
into our hearts and love would gush 
up like an oil well. Boy, was I mistak
en. Love comes from outside us. We 
fall in love. Love has to be put into us 
as gasoline into a car. Where, then, is 
love? St John says, "God is love." How 
does God pump love into us? Where 
is the filling station? It is holy Mass. 

The Eucharist is a sacrament. Like 
any sacrament, it gives a sacramental 
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grace. And what is the Mass's sacra
mental grace? It is unity. 

During every Mass, the priest calls 
upon epiklesis — the Holy Spirit — 
twice. Once just before die consecra
tion. He holds his hands over the 
bread and wine and prays: "Let your 
Spirit come upon these gifts to make 
them holy, so that they may become 
for us the body and blood of our 

Lord, Jesus Christ." 
As the Holy Spirit came upon Mary 

at the Annunciation, and the Word 
was made flesh, so the church asks 
that the same miracle take place at 
every Mass: that the Holy Spirit come 
upon die bread and wine and change 
these into the body and blood of 
Christ. And at the words of conse-

. cration Uiat is exactly what happens: 
the risen Son of God becomes pre
sent upon the altar. 

The second time die priest calls 
upon the Holy Spirit is after die con
secration. This time, he extends his 
hands, not over die bread and wine, 
but over die assembly and prays: "May 
all of us who share in the body and 
blood of Christ be brought together in 
unity by die Holy Spirit." 

Notice we are praying for unity. The 
bond of unity is love. The source of 
love is God. And He pours out that 
love to all who receive the body and 
blood of Christ in holy Communion, 
the sacrament of love, and the Holy 
Spirit, die God of love. 

Thus St. Augustine could say: "The 
Church makes the Eucharist, and die 
Eucharist makes the Church." 

ithful 
Before die consecration, die church 

makes the Eucharist by changing 
bread and wine into the physical body 
of the risen Christ. 

After the consecration, the Eu- 1 
charist makes the church by pouring 
love into all who receive holy Com
munion and by giving the Holy Spir
it to all present. The result of this di
vine outpouring of love is unity in the 
community. Such unity by love makes 
the Church visible and draws others to 
her, as it once drew pagans, who ex
claimed: "See, how these Christians 
love one another." 

At baptism we promise to renounce 
the devil and all his works. The devil's 
works are all things that foster dis
unity, such as hatred, divorce, dissen
sion, discord, babel, confusion. 

Throug Communion and the Holy 
Spirit, each Mass is meant to pour just 
a little bit more of love into each of 
us, so that we can become loving peo
ple at home first and then in society. 
Every Mass should be transforming 
us more and more into loving people. 

Unity is not the church's only mark; 
it is the true follower of Christ's un
mistakable mark. 

BARTOLOMEO 
FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

Peter W.Gkilari, Jr. PhflipP. Perotto Mkhcal P. Pcrotto 

Personalized service in the community 
since 1922. 

1425 Lexington Avenue, Rochester, NY 14606 
conveniently located near 390 

(716)254-5400 

Kids' Chronicle 
Answer Key 
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JUNE4th-5th $198°YP. 
Includes RTDduxe Coach from Rochester to Toronto; 1 Nile 
Deluxe Accom., Hotel Plaza fl in Yorkville; Trans, to and from 
Showboat Theatre in North York; CENTER ORCHESTRA 
SEATS - first 8 rows! Sunday Brunch featuring the 
"Chocoholic Dessert Buffet"; all taxes. 

CALL TODAY: 624-3110 
PREFERRED TRAVEL 

11355 Pittsford-Mendon Rd. 
• Mendqn, New York 14506 
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Bowman Roofing & 

Siding Company 
Established in 1912^ 

FREE ESTIMATES 

ROOFING-SIDING 
ROOF REPAIRS 

SEAMLESS ALUMINIUM 
GUTTERS 

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 

671-3270 
IF NO ANSWER CALL 671-2912 

544 COUNTRYSIDE LANE, WEBSTER 
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Summer's Almost Here... 
Don't miss your chance to advertise 
in our 1994 Summer Guide 

The time is right to boost your Summer 
sales with two of upstate New York's 
largest weekly newspapers, the 
Catholic Courier and The 
Catholic SUN. 

More than 60% of the 
Catholic Courier's 48,000 sub
scribing households are concentrat
ed in the greater Rochester area, with 
readership in another 11 Southern Tier 
and Finger Lakes counties as well. 
More than half of the Courier's sub
scribers say they make a point of read
ing the paper's advertisements. 

The SUN, published from 
Syracuse, is delivered by mail to 
45.000 households in seven 
Central New York and Southern 
Tier counties. 

Many parishes, groups and 
organizations publish their summer festivals, retreats, barbeques, and 
other fundraisers in the calendar pages of our Summer Guide. We 
overprint extra copies for parishioners to pick-up in the church 
vestibules from Memorial Day through Labor Day. 

This issue has a three month shelf life, and if you're looking to 
boost summer sales for your business...don"t miss this one! 

Call Rathy Welsh at 716-328-4340 for more information 
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DOMINICAN SISTERS 
OF HAWTHORNE 
95 years of giving free, hands-on nursing care 
to incurable cancer patients. This, our gift to 
God, demonstrates for all who see the power of 
His love and mercy. 

Our Sisters come from all walks of life. Prior nursing 
experience not required. 

CONTACT: Sr.Marie Edward • Rosary Hill Home 
600 Linda Ave., Hawthorne, NY 10532 (914) 769-4794 

Name 

Address . 

City _State_ -Zip_ 

Home Td ( )_ R-NY 


