PAGE2 THURSDAY, MAY 12, 1984

CATHOLIC COURIER DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER, N.Y. -

—

St Bernard S enrzches dzocese

By Bishop Matthew H. Clark

I hope that you were as pleased as I
was to read in last week’s Catholic Courier
the first entry of Sister Patricia Schoelles’
new biweekly column “The Moral Life.”

Sister Pat, a Sister of St. Joseph of
Rochester, is the new president of St.

work in moral and ethical studies at
University of Notre Dame and, so, has
much to offer to our community as we
continue to reflect together on the
richness of our moral tradition.

I am delighted that the Catholic Courier
and Pat can make this contribution to our
local church, since we identified moral
education as Synod Priority #3. I am very
pleased that Pat’s work will be a practical
and consistent way to acquaint all in our
community with the wonderful resource
St. Bernard’s Institute is for all of us.

Both the richness and potential of St.
Bernard’s Institute were brought home to
me in a fresh way tonight when I
attended a program in honor of Judith
O’Brien who with her husband, Dennis,

~ will be leaving our community this
summer.

Among Judith’s many contributions
during her years in Rochester has been
her work in establishing a scholarship
fund for women who wish to study
theology at St. Bernard’s.

At this evening’s event, Judith
recounted the history of that effort and,
in her usual gracious fashion, recognized

Bernard’s Institute. She did her doctoral -

i

those who have worked so hard to make
the program a success. It was a great
story of quiet, consistent, loving work and
a wonderful reminder to me of the
enormous energy and giftedness of our
community.

The energy and the gifts were
beautifully evident in the sharing offered
this evening by seven women who have
studied at St. Bernard’s with some
scholarship assistance made possible by
the Women’s Scholarship Committee.

Irene
cia Edd, Maureen O’Neill, Rose Davis, Pa-
tricia Boyce and Michelle Bertot enriched
us all by telling something of their
stories: what drew them to the study of
theology, how the experience has
changed them, what have been the joys
and sufferings of those who have finished
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, Martha Ann Sims, Patri- .

their studies and are now engaged in full-
time pastoral ministry.

I know that I was not the only one
present who found their stories deeply
moving and encouraging. They were yet
another reminder of how richly blessed
we are in the people the Lord is calling to
full-time pastoral ministry in the church
today.

My one regret about the evening was
that we did not capture something of its
magic on video tape. I would love to have
such a record ayailable for any persons in-
terested in St. Bernard’s Institute, studies
in theology and ministry, the 3
development of pastoral ministry in our
church and the relationship between
faith and the demands of daily living.

When I returned home from the
program this evening I sat down to sign
some correspondence. It was a happy
coincidence that in the folder for signing
were the diplomas to be awarded to those
receiving their degrees at St. Bernard’s
commencement on Friday, May 13. The
events of that evening will offer yet
another opportunity to celebrate the
opportunities SBI offers and the great
achievement of the men and women who
will receive their degrees from that
wonderful institution.

Congratulations and thanks to Judith
and her committee, to Pat and her
faculty, to the seven women mentioned
above, to all who receive their degrees
from St. Bernard’s on Friday.

Peace to all.
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OCTOBER 8th - 22nd
2 WEEK DELUXE ESCORTED TOUR

Rochester's most popular deluxe, escorted tour to Hawaii
We invite you to compare. Featuring our exclusive
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guide - Mr. Ed Kahale! °
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Graduation ’94

To recognize the achievements of seniors at both public and Catholic
high schools throughout the Diocese of Rochester, the Catholic Courier
will present a special Graduation 94 supplement in its issue of June 9.

4 This annual section includes
feature articles, listings of gradu-
ating seniors, information on com-
mencement exercises, and
photographs of class
valedictorians and
salutatorians.

42, This annual supple-
¥ ment has long been
7 among our most pop-
ular, and local compa- .
nies and organizations
should find it an ideal
¢ opportunity to promote
{ their enterprises while
applauding the scholastic
efforts of diocesan youths.
To place an advertisement in
Graduation ’94, call:
Bernie Puglisi or Kathy Welsh at:

(716) 328-4340

1150 Buffalo Road, Rochester, New York 14624
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