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By Blshop Matthew H Clark

I am so grateful to you for your prayers
in support of our annual convocation of
priests. It hardly seems possible that two
weeks have passed since we gathered in
Corning to reflect on some themes that
are important not only to ordained priests,
but to other pastoral ministers and our
whole community of faith.

As I mentioned two weeks ago, we were
to devote our time together to consider-
ation of ordained priestly ministry in
tomorrow’s church and, in particular, to
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sions of mm1stry when it becomes clear
that present-day pastoral needs call us in
new directions. Such change is not easy

for any of us, but we need truly to be open .

to change lest, unwittingly, we confine the
communities we serve within the borders
of our personal time, energy and talent.
The great majority of the priests of our
diocese want to serve the church generous-
ly, even if it means some very difficult
adjustments. Of that I have no doubt.
That’s the way they are. The challenge will
come in working through all these adjust-
ments in as productive a way as we can.

i consideration of the need for ordained I ask you please to support this effort by
priests to work fruitfully with the variety your prayer and by your willingness to share
of wonderful pastoral ministers with your insights with the community. If the
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which God has blessed our local Church.

We centered on the God-given gifts of
the community, our common call to
holiness and the responsibility, which is
ours, to engage the gifts of all members of
the church to do the work of the Lord.

Our presenters — Sister Carroll Juliano,
Brother Loughlan Sofield and Father Phil
Murnion — did an excellent bit of work in
stimulating the process, but the session
took its life from the presence and partici-
pation of 100 pastoral ministers from our
parish communities who interacted richly
with the 200 priests in attendance.

We looked at training and development
needed for fruitful and mutually reward-
ing collaboration. We considered factors
that can make it difficult. We discussed
some of the means available to us to make
progress in this area and dreamed of ways
we could deepen our capacity to advance.

It was a gratifying expenence to hear’
such a wealth of ideas so freely shared. I
find myself mulling them over even now.
But what was even more pleasing was the
beautiful openness of all of our pastoral
ministers to adapt to the demands of rap-
idly changing circumstances.

To me, their disposition was an encour-
aging sign of genuine Easter optimism.
They were not unrealistic about the prob-
lems we face in the years ahead, but I had

~ astrong sense that the sisters and brothers

who met in Corning trust deeply in the
presence, guidance and strength of the
Holy Spirit to lead us in safe paths. Also
important, they are genuinely willing to

join their full energy to the Spirit’s leading.

In my comments to our priests during .
our closing session, I encouraged them to
be confident about tomorrow, to be un-
afraid to-put aside‘tried-and-true expres-
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ordained stand among the people and are to

be at their service, as I believe they are, it is im-

portant to know the sense of the people and
their hopes for pastoral service.

In that context, let me ask you to think
about and discuss questions like these in
your parish: Where would we ask our
priest to center his attention and energy?
If he moves in that direction, what
adjustments would he and we have to
make so that other important areas of
parish life will not suffer? How can we
help one another to free the gifts of all in
the community to advance our common
mission? What are the resources of spirit
we possess that will allow us to deal with
these issues? What are the factors that
hold us back?

Thanks for your attention to these
reflections.

Peace to all, e
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Graduation "04

To recognize the achievements of seniors at both public and Catholic
high schools throughout the Diocese of Rochester, the Catholic Courier
will present a special Graduation *94 supplement in its issue of June 9.

This annual section includes
feature articles, listings of gradu-
ating seniors, information on com-
mencement exercises, and
photographs of class
valedictorians and
salutatorians.

This annual supple-
B ment has long been
’ among our most pop-
ular, and local compa-

nies and organizations

should find it an ideal
P opportunity to promote
{ their enterprises while
J applauding the scholastic
efforts of diocesan youths.
To place an advemsemem in
* Graduation 94, call

Bernie Puglisi or Kathy Welsh at:

(716) 3284340
CatholicCourier

1150 Buffalo Road, Rochester, New York 14624 ) '"
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* The Little Sisters of Hoboken
- Reverend Mother, Sister
Mary Hubert, Sister Robert
Anne, Sister Mary Leo, and
the loveable Sister Mary Paul
A (formerly Sister Mary
" Amnesia) -~ are back with
more hilarious antics in this
heavenly sequel to the original
hit musical. S Amen Rating!

Don't miss this joyous and
inspirational musical.
celebration based on the
Gospel according to St.
Matthew, with favorite songs -
like "Day By Day", "Prepare
Ye", "All Good Gifts", and
more. Featuring a talented
cast from NYC, LA, and

Rochester. Upllfhng!
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