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Gain peace by wiping away sins 
RjfeFather Albert Shannon 
Courier columnist 

Sunday ' s Readings; (R3) Luke 
24:35-48; (R l ) Acts 3:13-15, 17-19; 
(R2) 1 John 2:1-5. 

There are seven Sundays between 
Easter and Pentecost. 

The Gospels for Easter and the two 
succeeding Sundays were selected to 
prove the reality of Christ's resurrec
tion. 

The fourth Sunday: "I'm the Good 
Shepherd;" that was why H e laid 
down His life. 

T h e fifth Sunday: "I 'm the t rue 
vine; therefore cling to Me." 

The sixth and seventh Sundays pre
pare us for the coming of the Holy 
Spirit, who pours love into our hearts 
and truth into our minds and strength
ens us in our conflict with the evil one. 

O n this third Sunday of Easter, 
Luke describesjesus' appearance just 
before His Ascension. He had an 
apologetic purpose in mind. Some 
people in .his day were saying that Je
sus did not rise from die dead; that 
all the apostles saw was a ghost. 

To prove the reality of His resur-
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rection, Jesus appealed to all five sens
es o f His apostles. 

To their sense of hearing: "He said, 
'Peace to you.'" 

To their sense of seeing: ""Look at 
my hands and my feet; it is really I." 

To their tactile sense: "Touch me, 
and see that a ghost does not have 
flesh and bones as I do." 

To their smell and taste: "'Have you 

anything here to eat?' They gave him 
a piece of cooked fish, which he took 
and ate in their presence." 

These fishermen were used to the 
outdoor life, to the open sea, to hard 
manual labor, their five senses had 
never been dulled by overindulgence 
in food or drink or idleness. They 
were not daydreamers or visionaries, 
yet Jesus convinced them, the hard
est of people to convince, that He was 
no ghost. 

And then to" convince them intel
lectually, Jesus opened their minds to 
the understanding of Scriptures. One 
might think that Jesus being God's 
Weird might have taught without us
ing the Scriptures —but He did not. 
•He used it, because He wanted the 
apostles and us to use it. And He 
wanted it to be used prayerfully, for 
He alone can open the mind to un
derstanding it. 

After having fully convinced the 
aposdes in body and in mind that He 
was risen, He commissioned them to 
preach not only His resurrection, but 
diat die resurrection of sinners is now 
possible by their preaching "penance 
for the remission of sins." 

Peter does exactly that in the first 
reading. Speaking to those who had 
murdered Jesus, he said: "Reform your 
lives! Turn to God, that your sins may 
be wiped away!" 

The Easter message is peace. The 
Easter sacrament is the sacrament of 
peace, the sacrament of reconcilia
tion: peace through wiping away sins. 

Last Sunday's Gospel told of the in
stitution of the sacrament of recon
ciliation. In her diary, Blessed Mary 
Faustina Kowalska said Our Lord 
asked the church to designate that 
Sunday as Mercy Sunday. He said that 
the sacrament of Mercy is the sacra
ment of reconciliation. Mercy is love 
stooping down to lift up. Sin casts us 
down into the mud, Jesus picks us up 
through the sacrament of Mercy. 

All we need do is avail ourselves of 
this great mercy. 

In 1215, the Fourth Lateran Coun
cil — with St. Francis and St. Dominic 
present — legislated that anyone in 
mortal sin is bound to go to confes
sion before Trinity Sunday, the Sun
day after Pentecost. "... is bound" — 
diis is a grave obligation. This is called 
die Easter Duty. The time for it is now. 
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Conesuslnn 
" F o r t h e P r i m e of Y o u r Life" 
EAST SIDE OF CONESUS LAKE 

2170 East Lake Road 
<716)3466100 • 
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.Season if 
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I'rimc Kin \ 
Ik in ionko steak 
(. rilled Swi-odfish -^ | ! DINNERS SERVED NIGHTLY 

From 5PM, except Monday 

Special Attention 
Given to Banquets and Parties 

Let People 
: Know About 
: Your Parish 
- Fest ivals , BBQ's 
& o ther Act iv i t i e s 

& Events 
A d v e r t i s e i n t h e 
Catholic Courier ~ 
Every Thursday and Friday *& 
Our Subscribers Check Our 
Ads and Attend Parish 
Activities Around the Diocese 

Make Your Parish Fund Raisers 
A Success. For Information 
Call Kathy Welsh at: 

Does Your 
Home Need A 

FaceLift? 
Then check out the 

•Catholic Courier's Spring Home 
Improvement sections on 

April 28 and May 5! 
If you're in the home 

improvement business and 
would like to place in ad in this 
section reaching over 70,000 

interested readers, call 
Kathy Welsh at 328-4340 

before April 22! 

: ; * * ^ & u 

HIDDEN 
MEADOWS 

0 M M U N 1 T Y 

7289 Lake Road - One mile South of Rt. 53 on Rt. 19 
90's Style Living For Your Retirement Years! 

"OPEN HOUSE" 
APRIL - 24th - 1pm to 4pm, Or 

CALL 494-1424 - FOR APPOINTMENT 
HIDDEN MEADOWS is a community designed for easy-living 
as you look forward to your retirement years. Located away 
ffom:crowds. Hidden Meadows is nestled in a quiet country ' 
setting. People here are Young at heart and enjoy the conven
iences and location opportunities that Hidden Meadows 
offers. 

This community affords the pleasures of comfortable living 
on wooded private toads. Conveniences such as lawn care, a 
club house for community activities and the security of living 
in a community?: wjtfomdLviduals your own age. " 

Only J) Lois Available! 


