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NEWS

ST. LOUIS (CNS) ~ Archbishop John
L. May, the retired archbishop of St.
Louis who once headed the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops, died
March 24 after a 20-month fight with
brain cancer.

The 71-year-old archbishop had head-
ed the Archdiocese of St. Louis from
1980 until he resigned because of illness
in December 1992. He lapsed into a coma

Archbishop Justin F. Rigali, arrived in St.
Louis for his March 16 installation.

Archbishop May died at 11:50 p.m.
March 24, just 10 minutes before the
feast of the Annunciation and what
would have been the 14th anniversary
of his installation in St. Louis.

He was to be buried in the crypt of
St. Louis Cathedral following a March
30 funeral Mass. Archbishop Rigali was
to be the celebrant and Cardinal Joseph
L. Bernardin of Chicago the homilist.

When Archbishop Rigali’s appoint-
ment was annoynced Jan. 25, Archbish-
op May started to “let go,” according to
Monsignor Bernard F. Sandheinrich,
one of several priests who spent time at
the archbishop’s bedside. “He felt at rest
about handing over the responsibility to
a successor.” '

As president of the NCCB and U.S.
Catholic Conference in 1986-89, he was
‘the bishops’ top official when Pope John
Paul I visited the United States in 1987.

Born in Evanston, 1L, March 31, 1922,
John Lawrence May was ordained a
priest for the Archdiocese of Chicago
in 1947. After pastoral assignments, he
was named in 1959 as general secretary
and vice president of the *Catholic
Church Extension Society, a Chicago-

tbased home mission aid agency. He was

president of the society from 1967-70.

In 1967 he was named an auxiliary
bishop of Chicago. He was vicar gener-
al in Chicago when he was appointed
bishop ‘of the Diocese of Mobile, Ala.,
newly created in 1969.

A strong advocate of financial ac-
countability by church institutions, he
was also episcopal moderator of the Na-
tional Catholic Development Confer-
ence while he was bishop of Mobile.

He was chairman of the U.S. bishops’
Communications Committee and a
member of the Pontifical Commission

for Social Communications in the early

1970s. He wrote a weekly column in his
diocesan newspaper in Mobile, a prac-
tice he continued in St. Louis.

In a newspaper column in 1971, he
urged the United States to get out of the
Vietnam War “as fast as we can,” arguing
that “we are morally bound to stop the
hopeless fighting.” .

That same year he sharply criticized
Alabama’s Gov. George Wallace for trying
to block school integration in the state.

He was involved in the founding of
Unda-USA, a national association of
Catholics in the electronic media, and
he addressed the organization’s first gen-
eral assembly in 1972.

Increasingly active in national affairs,
in 1978 he was named head of an ad
hoc committee of bishops to monitor
problems in church-state relations after
President Jimmy Carter expressed a de-
sire for more information about church
concerns regarding several government
rulings or actions affecting Catholic in-
stitutions.

In January 1980 he was appointed to
St. Louis. Four months later, some pro-
life supporters accused him of being soft
on abortion when he spoke out against
pro-life demonstrations that involved vi-
olence against abortion clinics.

The controversy surfaced off and on,

_ but Archbishop May reiterated his stand

against such demonstrations. “It’s not
productive ... for us to break civil laws
and actually seek arrest and engage in
some kind of violence,” he said in a2 1986

March 13, one day before his successor, -

interview. :

In 1984 he headed an ad hoc com-
mittee of bishops on the Equal Rights
Amendment, which at that time was one
of the most divisive public-policy issues
confronting the church. His committee
recommended that the NCCB-USCC
maintain neutrality — a position he de-
scribed as “in the extreme middle.”

He was vice president of the NCCB-
USCC in 1983-86 and then had a three-
year term as president. In the fall of
1987 he led the delegation of U.S. bish-
ops attending the world Synod of Bish-
ops on the role of the laity in the church
and the world.

One of the most controversial devel-
opments during his presidency was the
issuance of a statement on AIDS in De-
cember 1987 by the 50-bishop USCC

Administrative Board.

Although many bishops and theolo-
gians defended the document’s language
on toleration of accurate information
about condoms within the context of
sound moral values in publicly sponsored
educational efforts to combat AIDS, some
criticized it as implying that the church
could tolerate the promotion of condom

- use. Eventually the bishops resolved the
flap by drawing up a new statement, ap-
proved by the whole body of bishops,
which developed the moral principles in-
volved more clearly and completely.

Archbishop May had vigorous good
health and maintained a busy schedule
until the summer of 1992. He experi-
enced the first symptom of his cancer
in June 1992 when he woke to find his
right hand paralyzed.

§

Paul Hill (left), director of Defensive

Coming to the defense

founded after the shooting of Dr. David Gunn, addresses the media March
24 outside the Sedgwick County Courthouse in Wichita, Kan. Roxann
Meyer (center) and Danna Hinderliter are trying to shout down Hill. Hill was
in Wichita attending the trial of Rachell ‘Shelly’ Shannon, who was con-
victed of attempted murder for shooting Dr. George Tiller last August.
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Action,va Pensacola, Fla.-based group

Crossroads 1994

A series of four, one-week
continuing education seminars
designed for an ecumenical
constituency, both clergy and laity.
One graduate credit is available for
each course. -

Planning for Your Retirement

S. Hallstrand
Will focus on planning for retirement and
how beginning to plan in mid-life will lead to
happier and more productive years as an older
adult. Will be conducted workshop styte so that
at its conclusion, each participant will have
begun to design his/her personal pian.
M/T/W/Th 8:30 am - noon — May 23-26

The Bible and Ethics in Personal and Ecclesial |

Transformation

C. Martin

Will examine how men and women in
contemporary faith communities have selected
and interpreted biblical traditions for Christian
living, and review the methodological and
hermeneutical issues that have often attended
those decisions.

T/W/Th 8:30 am - 12:30 pm — May 31-June 2

The Church as a Conscience for Children

B. Moore

Will explore the scriptural and theological
underpinnings for ministry to children, and the
global and national policies that place youth at

risk and vulnerable to economic, social and .|

political forces. It will emphasize why and how
the church must respond as a voice for children.
M/T/W/Th 8:30 am - 11:30 am — June 6-9

Aspects of Christian Spirituality
J. E. Bamberger

Will present some of the more significant and
basic aspects of the spiritual life in their historical
setting from the ‘earliest period to the present.
MT 9:00- 11:30 am, 1:30 - 3:30 pm
Th 9:00 am - 11:00 am

June 13-14, 16

For broctures and information confact:
The Divinity School/Office of Continuing Education 716-271-1320
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THE DIVINITY SCHOOL

Summer Studies 1994...
" Session |: May 23 - June 24 — Session Il: July 5 - July 27

——— AT ST. BERNARD'S INSTITUTE —-
CO-DEPENDENCY, SPIRITUALITY AND MINISTRY

THE PSALMS h D. Premnath
THE FOURTH GOSPEL S. Falcone
BIBLICAL ETHICS AND MINISTRY L. Meyer
RITES OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION R. Kennedy
INTRO TO THEOLOGY AND MINISTRY (HALF COURSE) S. Graff
19TH ANNOTATION AND SPIRITUALITY M. Zynda
CHRISTIAN SEXUALITY (HALF COURSE) M. Mich
MEDIEVAL CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY T. Thibodeau
ADVANCED PASTORAL COUNSELING R. Karaban
SEXUAL ABUSE AND PASTORAL COUNSELING (HALF COURSE) G. Hill
——— AT THE DIVINITY SCHOOL —
BIBLICAL GREEK | D.Sullivan
BIBLICAL HEBREW W. Lemke |
READINGS IN THIRD WORLD THEOLOGIES D. Premnath
SIN, RESPONSIBILITY, AND TRANSFORMATION iIN WOMEN’S LIVES E. Wondra
THE GOSPEL OF MARK W. Herzog Il

St. Bernard’s Institute and the Divinity School are
graduate schools of Theology and Ministry.

ON CAMPUS REGISTRATION: APRIL 18th & 19th
- — FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE —

For more information contact Director of Admissions
1100 S. Goodman St., Rochester, NY 14620 — (716)271-1320

Archbishop May, led NCCB, dead of cancer

A magnetic resonance imaging test
showed a slight lesion on the left side
of his brain. Although somewhat ham-
pered by the affected hand, he contin-
ued at his usual pace for several weeks.

Then, while attending a Black
Catholic Congress in New Orleans, he
experienced the first of several focal
seizure episodes. More testing led to
brain surgery in July 1992.

Surgeons removed a walnut-sized tu-
mor, which was diagnosed as glioblas-
toma multiforme, an aggressive cancer
of the central nervous system.

Ten days after surgery, Archbishop
May began radiation and chemothera-
py treatment as an outpatient. But by
the end of that year, he resigned his
post, saying that governing the archdio-
cese “has become impossible for me.”

Violence

Continued from page 6

gust presidential and congressional vote
would be legitimate if the country’s elec-
toral law were not reformed.

As South Africans prepared to go to
the polls, meanwhile, Archbishop Wil-
frid Napier of Durban said in Vatican
City that despite the dismantling of
apartheid, remnants persist in some peo-
ple’s minds.

“That’s where you find apartheid
more than anywhere else,” the South
African prelate said in a March 21 in-
terview with Vatican Radio.

He said the phenomenon of “right-
wing Afrikaners who want their own
homeland” represents a “remnant of
apartheid.”

South Africa’s first open, multiracial
elections are scheduled for late April. .

Violence in South Africa March 28
was reported to have claimed the lives
of up to 16 people in Johannesburg af-
ter gunmen shot at Zulu marchers who
were protesting the elections. Uncon-
firmed reports indicated a death toll of
16, with 51 persons reportedly wounded.
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