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Let us run in patience for the prize 
By Father Albert Shamon 
Courier columnist 

Sunday's Readings: (R3) Mark 14:1-
15:47; (Rl) Isaiah 50:4-7; Philippians 
2:6-11. 

Palm or Passion Sunday — one day 
with two ideas. Palms recall Jesus's tri
umphant entry into Jerusalem to sac
rifice His life for our salvation. By His 
words and deeds — especially His rais
ing Lazarus from the dead —Jesus 
had proved His right to kingship. The 
people greeted and cheered Him. The 
Gospel tells the story; the procession 
in our churches role-plays it. 

The Gospel is the Marcan account 
of our Lord's Passion. Palm Sunday's 
cheering crowd turns into Good Fri
day's jeering mob. In the first read
ing, Isaiah foretells that God's Servant 
(Jesus) will submit meekly to His suf
ferings — "knowing that I shall not be 
put to shame." 

The responsorial refrain is the ques
tion asked by all ages: "My God, My 
God, why? Why abandonment? Why 
all this suffering? Why pain? Why 
hurt? Why betrayal?" 

St. Thomas Aquinas long ago asked 
this same question, "Why did the Son 
of God have to suffer for us?" He said 
mere were two reasons: first, as a rem
edy for sin; and secondly, as an ex-

WORD 
FOR 
SUNDAY 

ample for us of how to act. 
Our Lord's Passion was a remedy 

for sin and all the evils consequent 
upon sin. John the Baptist pointed out 
Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sins of the world. In John 
Paul's "Veritatis Splendor" ("The 
Splendor of Truth") he mentions that 
one of the objections to a universal 
and immutable standard of morality is 
the false assumption that man cannot 
measure up to it — that his passions 
are too strong. 

The Holy Father's answer to this as

sumption is that redemption's very 
idea is liberation from the slavery of 
sin, that His Passion enables us to con
trol our passions. His grace is suffi
cient for us. He has not only washed 
away sin in His own blood but has also 
given us the strength to be victorious 
over sin and its consequence — death. 

Secondly, His suffering is meant to 
be an example to us. If you seek an 
example of love, "Greater love than 
this no man has, than to lay down his 
life for his friends." Such a man was Je
sus on die cross. He suffered on the 
cross, not because suffering is in it
self a value, but because love without 
restraint requires suffering. What is 
redemptive in Jesus's sufferings is not 
His physical death, but Jesus's love 
even unto death on a cross. His death 
reveals how great His love is for us. 

A short time ago, I saw the opera 
Madame Butterfly. The opera's theme 
is that of unrequited love. In Madame 
Butterfly, Cio-Cio-San, one sees a love 
seldom seen in a human being on 
earth — her love for an American, 
Pinkerton. The tragedy is that Pinker-
ton is cavalier about her love, is in
different to it, ignores it, and finally 
breaks her heart by marrying another. 
One has but to hear Puccini's thun
derous music in Act III to experience 
the depth of anguish that tears Cio-

Cio-San's heart apart. 
When leaving the theater, howev

er, the thought came to me that Cio-
Cio-San's love for Pinkerton was but a 
faint image of Jesus's love for us; and 
that we often, like Pinkerton, shuffle 
off that love, ignore it, do not respond 
to it, and break Christ's heart. To St. 
Margaret Mary Alacoque, Christ 
showed His heart encircled by thorns. 
He said my enemies put a crown of 
thorns around my head; my friends 
put the crown of thorns around my 
heart — for Love is not loved. 

If you seek an example of patience, 
you will find no better example than 
the cross. Great patience occurs in 
two ways: either when one suffers 
much without complaining — He went 
like a lamb to the slaughter, opening 
not his mouth; or when one is able to 
avoid the cross and does not — "I lay 
down my life of myself, no man takes 
it from me." Jesus's patience was 
great; let us run in patience for the 
prize. 

St. Paul wrote: "I consider that the 
sufferings of this present time are as 
nothing compared with the glory to 
be revealed for us" (Romans 8:18). 

No thorns, no throne; no gall, no 
glory; no pain, no palm; no cross, no 
crown. 
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Restaurant &. Banquet Center 
10 May St Webster • 872O090 

"Time For Brunch" 
Every Sunday from 1000-2:00 

$7.50 includes: 
• Omelettes your way • Pastries 
•Waffles . Breakfast Burritos 
•Fresh Fruit • &more 
Mon. -Thurs. 11 am -12 midnight, Fri. & Sat 11 am -1:30 a.m Sun. 12 noon -12 midnight 

Imported Specialties • Seafood and Smoked Fish 
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Hot Fish to Go 
NickVasalos 

Pittsford Colony Plaza - 3400 Monroe Avenue 

FOR ALL YOUR 
SEAFOOD 

NEEDS DURING 
LENT 

OPEN 7 DAYS • 381-8190 """"WiSJJSS 
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GATES 
2997 Buffalo Rd. 

(Between Elmorave & 
CoWwaier Rds.) 

247-7220 
Open 7 Days 

• Eat-in Or Take Out 
' Phone Orders Welcome! 

• Burgers Always On A Hard Roll 
At No Extra Charge 

THE BEST GROUND 
AROUND 

Enjoy Our Money Saving Coupon 

DOWNTOWN 
16 E. Main St 
Reynolds Arcade BkJg. 

Ground ROOT 

325-2330 
Open Mon. - Fri. 

Southview Physical Therapy 
\J and Sports Rehabilitation 

Vk 
SOUTHVIEW PHYSICAL THERAPY 

MAKES A DIFFERENCE IN RELIEVING: 
• Neck & Shoulder Pain 
• Low Back Symptoms 
• Tendonitis & Bursitis 
• Knee Problems 
• T M J Pain 
WESTFALL PROFESSIONAL PARK 971«^^ftfl 
880 Westfall Road, Suite D " • WWW 
Call For Information 

Marian Carracino, PT 
Director 
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Conesus Inn 
T o r the Prime o f Your life" 
EAST SIDE OF CONESUS LAKE 

2170 East Late Road 
<716)346$100 

OPENING 
FOR THE 
SEASON 

Friday, April 1st 
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DINNERS SERVED NIGHTLY 
From 5PM\ except Monday 

Special Attention: 
Given to Banquets and Parties 
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-Meeting the Needs of Today's Catholics" 

FOR THEIR 
First Holy Communion 
Vei ls • Gloves • 

Purses • Ties • Arm

bands • Headbands • 

Rosaries • Books • 

Communion Sets • 

Statues • Plaques • Crucifixes • invitations 

• Greeting Cards • Gifts • Religious Jew

elry • (Crosses, Medals, Pendants) • 

Napkins •Decorations* Cups and Plates 
featuring gifts from 
iSlJpjooun, 1600 Ridge Rd.W. 
SHOnc. Rochester, NY 14615 
^ 716-663-5085 •600-755-6467 
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The regular price of Any 1 item in the Store! 
Valid Friday and Saturday March 25th & 26th, 1994 

Offer applies to regular priced merchandise only. Not effective 
with any sale items or any other Discounts. This ad must be pre
sented at time of purchase. Limit one coupon per customer. Does 
not include custom framing, custom floral, and gift certificates. 

NEW STORE 

Henrietta Plaza 
1100 Jefferson Rd. 

272-9310 
Mon.-Fri. 9:30-9, Sat 9:30-6, Sun. 12-5 

Stoneridge Plaza 
(1/4 mile east of 390) 

621-2270 

CRAFT SUPPLIES • CROCHET » YARN» WEDDING»DEMONSTRATIONS«CLASSES » BEADS 


