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We are saved by the grace of God

By Father Albert Shamon
Courier columnist

Sunday’s Readings: (R3) John 3:14-
21; (R1) 2 Chronicles 36:14-17, 19-
23; (R2) Ephesians 2:4-10.

Once Pope John XXIII was giving
an audience to a woman religious who
was serving as the supervisor of

Rome’s Holy Spirit Hospital. She in-.

troduced herself to the pope by say-
ing, “I'm Sister Fidelia, the superior
of the Holy prrlt
swered, “Oh, you're lucky. I'm only
the vicar of Christ.”

Sometimes don’t we try to be su-
periors of the Holy Spirit — rather
than His instruments? Sometimes
don’t we try to control or manipulate
God rather than let Him control us?
Sometimes, don’t-we think that every
time we perform a good deed, we
make God our debtor and oblige Him
to hand over so many graces?

We are, by nature, people who want
to save ourselves, by ourselves. We
want what we want on our terms,
rather than God’s. Yet our lives are
more fragile than we admit. We are
utterly dependent upon God to do for
us what we cannot do for ourselves.
Fortunately, God’s love is such that
God saves us, not because of who we

Pope John an-

" are, but despite who we are. We are

picture-framing shops, etc., are all the
rage today.

Jesus told the story about a man
who had full barns, a fat bank account,
a thriving business and so who said,
“Man, you have it made! Take it easy!”

That very night, the man died. We
might call him wise and self-made; Je-
sus called him a “fool” (Lk. 12).

 There are two things about our-
selves we hate to admit: first, we are
much more dependent than we like
to admit. None of us is able to estab-
lish ourselves on our own. There is no
such person as the “self-made” man
or woman; and secondly, life is much
more precarious, uncertain and risky
than we like to admit. Just when we
get everything nailed down, fixed, se-
cure, it can be ripped off in a mo-
ment. Remember Hurricane Andrew
in Florida; the Midwest floods last
summer; and the Los Angeles earth-
quake in January.

Like the Hebrews, we too often for-
get that our lives are gifts of a loving
God. Our salvation is His doing, not
ours. We can’t be good by our own ef-
forts. We are not, and can never be,
“on our own,” “self-made.” The good
news is that God does for us that
which we cannot do for ourselves.
“God so loved the world that He gave
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saved by God’s grace.

As the bronze serpent was lifted up
in the wilderness to save the Hebrews,
so Christ was lifted up on the cross
to be our salvation. God did not send
His Son into the world to condemn
it, but to save it.

You and I enjoy thinking of our-
selves as “self-made” women and men.
“Mommie, I'd rather do it myself,”
the little child says. Do-it-yourself hard-
ware stores, automotive-parts stores,

his only Son, that whoever believes in
him may not die, but may have eternal
life ... God did not send the Son into
the world to condemn the world, but
to save it through him.”

Not to condemn. Although our
pride, our silly presumption about
ourselves deserves condemnation, we
receive not condemnation, but salva-
tion. Our vaunted achievements are
but pitiful castles in the sand. Into our
darkness, He brings us light, shows us
the way to eternal life.

Often we go to Sunday Mass the
same way we conduct our business —
to achieve, to set ourselves up, to make
something of ourselves. No. We go to
give thanks to God because, even
though we can do nothing of our-
selves, we can do all things in Christ
who strengthens us. We go to Mass to
praise God who gave us His Son, lift-
ed him up high on a cross so that all
could see His light, not to condemn -
but to save. We go to Mass to glorify
God that the cross — the symbol of
condemnation and humiliation — is
transformed by God’s grace into a
sign of salvation and exaltation.

The sign for the worst the world
could do to God becomes a sign of
the best God can do for the world.
God so loved the world.
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THE SISTERS OF MERCY OF ROCHESTER
PRESENT

FRANK PATTERSON

orid’s Reigning Irish Tenor « Commgﬁ-om Carnegie Hall, New York City

Eily o’( :md’7

Piano and Irish Harp
Eanan Patterson
Violin Soloi

The Mercy High School Show Choir

SATURDAY, MARCH 26, 1994 - 8:00 PM
Mercy High Auditorium « 1437 Blossom Rd. » Rochester, NY
TICKETS $25 - $20 - $15 - $10
CALL (716) 2884956

. Proceeds from this concert will help to renouate and restore
e . -the'original House of Mercy in Dublin, Ireland

Together with Tribute Programs, Schauman-
Sulewski offers a beautiful and tasteful keep-
sake video tape of your loved ones.

Schauman-Sulewski
Funeral Home, Inc.

Y42.3400 - 2100 8t. Puuld Street
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* TMJ Pain

ﬂ 1 \Southview Physical Therapy
and Sports Rehab|lltat|on

SOUTHVIEW PHYSICAL THERAPY

MAKES A DIFFERENCE IN RELIEVING:
* Neck & Shouider Pain -
¢ Low Back Symptoms
¢ Tendonitis & Bursitis
* Knee Problems

WESTFALL PROFESSIONAL PARK
880 Westfall Road, Suite D
Call For information
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