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Blacks urged to share stories

By Nancy Frazier O’Brien
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON — Black History Month
fills a need not yet met in schools or U.S.
society for African-American youth to hear
about the contributions of black Americans,
according to the head of the U.S. bishops’
Secretariat for African-American Catholics.

“One thing we’re finding is that it is real
important for youth and children — and for
ourselves — to share family stories, to talk

that family members have made to the
church, community and society,” said Bev-
erly A. Carroll, executive director of the secretariat.

“It goes a long way to increasing self-esteem when
you feel connected to somethmg like that,” she added.

Carroll spoke about the importance of Black Histo-
ry Month, observed annual!ym February, in a Feb. 8 in-
terview with Catholic News Service.

To help families share their stories, her office is pro-
moting the “Rise Up and Rebuild” program of family-
based activities, a follow-up to the National Black
Catholic Congress held in 1992.

“We need to bombard our people with stories and
pictures of people who have overcome great odds and
not just the 3M’s (Mlchaeljordan MagicJohnson and
Michael Jackson),” says an instructor’s manual for the
p . “Here are some stories that we suggest that
all African-Americans should pass on to each other
and especially to our children. These people moved
history because of their sense of self and self-determi-
nation.”

The manual suggests looking at the life stories of
such people as Maulana Karenga, a promoter of
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MAKES A DIFFERENCE IN RELIEVING:

and Daniel Rudd, owner and publisher of
the nation’s first African-American Catholic

leaders as the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.,

er of the Underground Railroad that
brought hundreds of slaves to freedom.

“We need Black History Month for 12
months,” said Carroll, 'adding that “text-
books have not yet caught up” with the con-
-tributions of African-Americans to U.S. so-
cie

lglack Hlstory Month should be observed
until those contributions “have become part

of the core curriculum so that people will have a well-* |
rounded version of who. people are and what contri- .

butions they have made,” she said.

The month also helps Americans focus on the im-

portance of Africa in world culture and in the Gatholic

- Church, a role that Carroll calls “a pretty well-kept se- |

cret.”
Few people know that there have be¢n three black

popes — Pope St. Victor I (189-199), Pope St. Militi-
ades (311-314) and Pope St. Gelasius (492—496) —and

that the first lay Gatholic movement in_the United

States was led by black Catholics with the foundmg of

the Federation of Colored Catheolics in 1924, Carroll

said.

The “Rise Up and Rebuild” program provides re-"

sources on the history, geography and culture of Africa
for use in classrooms or families and urges such fami-
ly activities as the establishment of a heritage room or
table with pictures and artifacts specific to one’s fam-
ily. And once the room has been set up, “turn off the
TV and talk about it,” Carroll advises.

Marian Camacino, PT
Director

971-3380

African prmcxples in African-American life,

newspaper, as well as such beétter-known: -

Malcolm X and Harriet Tubman, organiz--

Offficial: Racism continues
‘to linger in church, society.
Laws have ‘not
changed hearts’

PITTSBURGH (CNS) — Racism con-

(S

'Shabazz speék out

LA CROSSE, Wis. (CNS) _ When the mdow
| of slain civil rights leader Malcolm X recently ad-
diéssed a Citholic college audience, she didn’t
talk about her former husband as much as she
students to work to change their commu:
nity and society.
“Think of your future, beamse what you'll be
- doing is not necessarily as important for you as it
_ will be for your children,” Betty Shabazz told the
" audience at Viterbo College in La Crosse, run by
the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration.
Despite the title of her talk, “My Lifé with Mal-
colm X,” Shabazz ultimately revealed little about
her enigmatic husband. '

does that impact on our faith as Catholic
Christians, and how does our faith im-
pact upon how we make changes.

“Can we discriminate against any
group of people and yet call ourselves
followers of Jesus?” Stokes asked. “We
know Jesus would say no.”
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Anewnmnnuycalema;wnuappwurmmcLamoncumneron'nlelast hursaay or each month.

Joyful Mysteries:

5. Finding: For priestly holiness.
Sorrowful Mysteries:
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1. Annunciation: For obedience and loyalty.
2. Visitation: That they make Christ present.
3. Nativity: For the Pope and Bishops.

4. Presentation: For our Bishop and his priests.

wJYER REQUEST FOR PRIESTS

WOULD YOU PRAY FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY?

- Glorious Mysteries:

" 2. Ascension: For priests in religious life.

4. The Cross: For priests on the missions
S. Cmcnﬁxxon.Forpemevermce

1. Resurvection: For our own parish clergy.

3. Pentecost: FartheourpaunngoftheHon
Spirit.

1. Agony: For priests who suffer. 4. Assumption: For deceased priests. ”
2. §comging: For those persecuted for their | 5. Coronation: For priestly vocations.
priesthood. Or whatever the Lord inspires you to offer Jewoe l/ Wlmzsz’m 3
3. Crowning;: For Victory over all tempiation. | Him on behalf of His Priests .
DIOCESE OF ROCAESTER, NY Pec’c i y
SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY  SATURDAY -
— T p 3 r 5 John Michael
Fathers: VietorW. | EdwardJ. | Francis NorbertL. | JamesF. Ta'bOt
im Dillon Marino Nolan ‘ Siattery
6 7 8 ‘9 10 11 12 Thumy7 m 17 1994
John A. Bernard A. | Austin B. James ThomasJ. | RobertC. Harold
Lynch Carges | Hanna Kelly, 0SB | Valonti- | Machiamara | Gardner, at St. Charles Borromeo in Greece
. cSB 3003 Dewey Ave.
B i 15 16 17 18 19 ] .
PeterT. | MatinE. | FrancisJ. | Anthony | GeraldG. | VincentP. | RobertA. Tickets available at:
Bayer Feeney,SJ | Erb %'Bnpbtro, Kelly , Panepinto | Meng Logo’s Bookstore
20 21 n| %) %4 25 2% 1600 W. Ridge Rd.
, Dennis ElmerJ. |WiliamA. |LeoDunn |RobertW. Lemstone Books
o ™ ]g?(e Schmidt | Trott R [Hammond in the Irondequoit Mall
27 28 2% 30 31| For subsequent monthsor  — Or by writing: Jewell Ministries
Johnd. F.James | , Julian ‘| Louis A. Paul CXtra copics, wrile to: P.O. Box 8065 Webster, NY 14580
Glogowski | Lawior ‘Phelan, _Sirianni THE MPRP, 70-A Green Knolis Dr,
t .. |Rochester, New York 146204746 Ticket prices: $10.00-general seating
Tickets are non-refundable if evert occurs as scheduled
L@okfornextmmﬂx sMPRPCALENDARmtheCathothouner sMarchBlstxssue

tinues to afflict both society and the
Cathiolic Church in the 1990s, accord-
ing to the head of the nation’s oldest di-
ocesan office dealing with the African-
American apostolate. -

“In the ‘60s and “70s, laws were passed
and enacted, but hearts were not

I " said tta “Greta” Stokes,
ROSARY OF INTERCESSION who assumed the post of director of the
FOR PRIESTS Pittsburgh diocesan Office for Black

Catholic Ministries on Jan. 20.

“I'm interested in the change of
hearts,” she added in an interview with
the Pittsburgh Catholic diocesan newspa-
per. “I'm interested in how we bring peo-
ple to an awareness of what is just, how

Stokes has a bachelor’s degree in re-
ligious studies and psychology from Se-
ton Hill College in Greensburg, Pa., a
master’s in religious education from
Duquesne University in Pittsburgh and
is working on a doctorate in theology at
Duquesne. She and her husband, Vin-
cent Tucker, have a 5-year-old daughter,
Alysia.

“Sometimes the church is unfortu-
nately a reflection of society,” Stokes
said of racism. “I look forward to the
day when we will not have to talk about
this issue. Sometimes I wonder whether
or not that will happen in my lifetime, or
even in my daughter’s lifetime. So while
it is still very much a part of American
society, and very much a part of the
church, we have to do what we can to
eradicate it.”

She said events like the National Black
Catholic Congresses in 1987 and 1992
have helped to “move black Catholics
into the mainstream of the church.” The -
congresses’ recommendations on issues
such as jobs, health care, unemployment
and homelessness can help “families re-
gardless of color,” she added.

“I think and truly believe that African-
Americans and African- American
Catholics have such an important lead-
.ership role to play in this country and
this church,” Stokes said. “The issues
that affect us are going to touch upon
the greater society.

“What we do, what we enact, what we
reflect upon in the end helps everyone,”
she added. “So I think it does behoove
the larger part of the society to listen to
the (black) community.”™

Contributing to this story was Phil Taylor
in Pittsburgh.




