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NATO seeks a broader peace

WASHINGTON (CNS) — From Vati-
can City to Indialantic, Fla., from Lille-
hammer, Norway, to Sarajevo, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, pleas for peace in the for-
mer Yugoslavia echoed across the world
as a NATO deadline for removing heavy
weapons around the Bosnian capital
passed Feb. 20.

Religious leaders, politicians, athletes

"~ — even a Florida businessman — added

their voices and efforts to those urging
a steady hand on the process that
seemed to be bringing calm to Saraje-
vo for the first time in months. )

“May. the winds of destruction finally-
be calmed!” said Pope John Paul I to a
group of Italian peace marchers Feb. 19.

“On our knees and armed only with a
plea, we ask those involved, the politi-
cal and military leaders, to end this mon-
strous slaughter,” he said. “Nothing
should remain untried.”

He spoke before the NATO deadline
came for withdrawal of heavy weapons
from around Sarajevo. NATO had
threatened air strikes against military
positions ringing the city from which

President Clinton earlier this week cal :
broader use of diplomacy to extend the cease- ' zone of Mostar,” he said.

the supreme good willed by
God, they noted.

Meanwhile, the Vatican nun-
cio in Bosnia, Archbishop
Francesco Monterisi, said in-
ternational intervention should
focus on disarming aggressors
on all sides. .

It should be recognized that
attacks are being carried out
by Serbian, Muslim and Croa-
tian forces, the archbishop said
in an interview published in
the Feb. 23 issue of the Italian
magazine L'Europeo.

The phrase “disarm the ag-
gressor” used by Pope John
Paul and other Vatican officials
must be understood in the

- plural, the archbishop said.

“There.are the Serbs who at-
tack Sarajevo but also Muslims
who attack Croatian villages of
central Bosnia, and finally the
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Pope decries
resolution on
gay families

By John Thavis
‘Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope John
Paul II denounced recent efforts
to guarantee family rights to ho-
mosexual couples, saying a true
family is not composed of two men
or two women.

The church opposes all discrimi-
nation against homosexuals, he said.
But giving same-sex couples legal sta-
tus as a family would “legitimize a
moral disorder,” he said Feb. 20.

The pope castigated the Euro-
pean Parliament for passing a non-
binding resolution that called for
granting homosexual couples the
same rights as heterosexual cou-
ples — specifically in the areas of
adoption, housing and pensions.

The resolution gave “an institu-

Serbian forces had been lobbing shells | fire in Sarajevo to other besieged cities. “All  three ‘aggressors’ tional value to behavior that does
and gunshots for nearly two years. , should be taken into consider- not conform to God’s plan.

The deadline expired with some of | Eastern Europe, and a member of the | ation,” he said. “It was an effort to indicate to
the weapons still in place, unable to be | International Policy and Administrative Joining in trying to bring the world’s the inhabitants of our continent
moved because of heavy snow. By Feb. | committees. attention to ending the fighting were moral evil — deviation, a form of
21 U.N. peacekeepers took control of As a result of “ethnic cleansing” car- Olympic athletes who took time from slavery — as a way of liberation. A
the last Serb guns, and a growing chorus | ried out by the Serbs, the number of | their competition in Lillehammer to " true family is not constituted by a
of voices called for NATO’s airstrike ul- | Catholics in the Diocese of Banja Luka, show solidarity with the residents of tie between two men or two
timatum to be used in the rest of Bosnia. | who are mostly Croatians, has declined Sarajevo, site of the 1984 Olympics. women, and even less can one give

Mon- Archbishop Theodore E. McCarrick | from about 130,000 to about 40,000, Juan Antonio Samaranch, president to such a union the rigbt of adop-
;lain of of Newark, N J., said after a visit to | Archbishop McCarrick said. Only_a | of the International Olympic Commit- " tion of chlld‘ren,” he said.
+ board }?osnia-Herzegovina that the interna- small.mi.nority of the parishes are still | (e, requested a moment of silence for . “These children would be grave-
iety for flm.lal.commumty needs to be‘toug_her in ful:ctxom_ng, he' saJ.d. Bosnia during the Feb. 12 opening cer- ly harmed, b,ccause in this "sub-
hildren - insisting on an end to fighting in the The bishop invited a number of pas- | emonies. A delegation from Lilleham- ?ltll]lte fangly thtely wc;)uld not i"ufxd
Handi- fox;mer Yugoslavia. - tors to see me, and the?' each had sto- | mer planned to visit Sarajevo during the t;t er and mot e}:, ut htwo'da-
{as the < . -‘BuAt I would hope that this could be | ries of Qeogle disappearing and of find- | 6-day Games. ?I{ls] or ‘two moi3d er;, e sai g
apel in done t'hrougp diplomacy and the em- | irig bodies, Amhblshop,McCarnck said. Among competitors in Norway were he pope urged the nationa
\ bargo,” he said Feb. 15, the day follow- | Many Catholics of the diocese now live | .0 ~ihietes designated by the Muslim- parliaments of Europe to avoid im-
ocesan ing his return to the United States from | in Croatia as refugees, he said. led government to symbolize the desire plementing the resolution of the

. a peace conference in Turkey and a side He also reported that all of the 14 | ¢ - " thnic harmony. The team had European Parliament, which has
Signor trip to Zagreb, the Groatian capital, and | mosques formerly located in Banja Luka | . t.c Croats and Muslims no legislative authority in individ-
h, 1956. to Banja Luka, in a Serb-occupied re- | had been destroyed. Half 2 world awav in Indialantic. Fla ual countries.
closed gion of Bosnia. A declaration from the Istanbul con- . y e He emphasized that the Euro-
ided in . . . . : . businessman Don Turek was preparing . ; . ]

“I feel the international community | ference Archbishop McCarrick attend- | ¢ "0 o L e s to Bosnia pean Parliament’s action goes be

'c mov- has not followed through on the em- | ed condemned “any attempt to corrupt th medical lies. Th P h the Pil yond the defense of homosexuals
Armary b ly. It allows so many thin, the basic tenets of our faith by means with m supphes. 1 aroug the Fik from unjust discrimination, which
rh argo properly. any Lngs . . y grims for Peace organization, Turek has
rouse. -to come in that can be used in the war | of false interpretation and unchecked . rgan L. the church supports.
sidents . . . m . i m < . worked with Catholic Charities of New “ . . .o
effort, it is not effective. nationalism.” The Christian, Jewish and York to ide ambulances and other On this point the church is in
He said he went in response to a sug- | Muslim leaders attending the Confer- orX to provide battled citi b agreement, because every human
by two - gestion by Bishop Franjo Komarica of | ence on Peace and Tolerance said “we | €quipment to embattied cities such as being is worthy of respect. What
Affleck Banja Luka that a visit by a U.S. bishop | reject the concept that it is possible to Ljubiski and Mostar. is not morally admissible is the le-
Echter, could be helpful. Archbishop McCarrick | justify one’s actions in any armed con- “You can’t even begin to realize the gal approval of homosexual prac-
ws, M. . is chairman of the bishops’ committees | flict in the name of God.” Christianity, | destruction until you see it with your tice,” he said.
Ar. Ray- on Migration and Aid to Central and | Islam and Judaism all proclaim peace as | own éyes,” Turek said.
r Mon- o
Bishop )
fother- , ewa S
ent was T@d&x more than ever,
Catholics need ¢ & CRAFTS ¢ 4 FLORAL ¢ 4 FRAMING ¢ ¢
hool : - comprehensive . O
y Club. information on the « “ \ .
Il be re- SR Y S : \ s :
ds will ethical issues
dhood, ' ne v
Cher confronting their
silities. '
:nt, call '
7815 or
L]

746

'.l

b |

" CatholicCourier

...News for today’s Catholics

WE'RE CHOCK FULL

OF EASTER BASKETS,
DECORATIONS, CANDY, AND
EASTER CRAFT IDEAS.

HENRIETTA: TT00 Jetferson Rd. (Rochester Henrfetta Plaza) 272-9510

GRERCE: 1230 Ridge Rd. West (Stone Ridge Plaza) 6212770




