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God's love is with us in 
By Bishop Matthew H. Clark 

I am sure they didn't realize it at all, 
but as they filed into the hall for the late-
afternoon Eucharist they were helping 
me prepare for Lent. It wasn't anything 
dramatic. 

They greeted one another as they 
assembled. There were many smiles and 
some laughter. But what engaged my 
attention most was what I can best 
describe as die spirit of contemplation I 
noted among them as they gadiered. 

My reference is not to the community 
of Trappists at Piffard, nor die 
Benedictines in Elmira, nor is it to our 
Carmelite sisters on Jefferson Road or 
our Dominican sisters in Elmira. No, I am 
talking about the young men and women 
of our Cadiolic community at Cornell 
University. 

When they assembled yesterday, I was 
very much drawn to quiet with them — so 
much so that I took a seat at the back of 
the room and rested with them in their 
peace. It was one of those moments that 
was brief in duration, but quite deep and 
wide in its significance for me. 

The best I can do is to describe it as 
beautiful, restful, healing; and to say that 
it was a moment in which much that was 
disparate and spinning around in me 
came to rest as well. 

The act of writing about it helps me to 
understand a little more what realities 
were undergirding that experience. 

One, I think, was the richness and 
diversity of the assembly. Here were_ 

^brilliant young men and women from ". 

LONG THE WAY 

most states in our country and many 
nations on earth, assembling to worship 
God and to strengthen one anodier in 
their faith. 

In that moment, my mind wanted to -
know the life stories behind that 
assembly, and my imagination wanted to 
embrace the immense impact on the 
human community they will have in the 
years ahead. Somehow I felt a sense of 
elation that their faith will be a part of all 
of that. 

The second underlying reality of the 
moment at Cornell was my experience 
that morning with our sisters and 
brothers at St. John's Church in 
Spencerport. 

I had spent die morning in the parish 
and came away deeply edified by die 
faith^nd kindness of the people there. 
~^" "iaV^suT^ered much lately arid now 

had to hear news of money missing from 
parish accounts. But in the midst of it all,, 
they are optimistic, active and anxious to 
live and celebrate their faith in this 
Lenten time. 

I'll be going back to St. John's for 
another weekend during Lent. I look 
forward to celebrating with the com
munity at a less pressured moment and to 
reflecting widi them on what we have 
learned through diese difficult times, 
and on how we can grow together into 
die future. 

In a more personal vein, I'll be 
wanting to spend some time during 
Lent reflecting on die quality of my own 
ministry in response to the recent special 
pastoral concerns of our sisters and 
brothers at Spencerport. 

All of that may seem far removed from 
die brief moment at Cornell. It probably 
is. But somehow die presence of the 
Lord in those gifted students, so power
fully evident to me at that moment, was a 
reminder that the love of God is with us 
in all tilings. If that is so, of what need we 
be afraid? 

I wish you and your loved ones a peace
ful arid blessed Lent. Please be sure to 
pray for air who are preparing for 
baptism or for reception into our faith 
community at the Easter Vigil. They are 
preparing in a special way during the 
Lenten season and will be strengthened 
by the companionship of your prayer. 

Next week: a report on your response 
to my invitation to comment on the 
Catholic Courier. 

Peace to all. ^ ' r 

MARIAN PRAYER 
CENTER OF PEACE 
Rochester's newest source of 

Catholic books, religious 
articles and information 

378 Ridge Rd. East • Rochester 
(716)467-8570 

Hours: Wednesday-Saturday, 11:5 

CATCH THE VISION 
THERE'S MORE TO LIFE 

DiTERGRATINGOVR PRAYER AND IJFE EXPERIENCE 

PLEASE JOIN MERCY PRAYER CENTER 
FOR AN EVENING WITH 

MARK LINK, S J S.TJK&PHD. 

Well-known Author, Lecturer, 
Master storyteller, Teacher, 

(most recently Loyola University, Chicago) 

MARCH 12 ,1994-7:30 PJVt 
MERCY HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM 

1437 BLOSSOM ROAD-ROCHESTER, N.Y. 

ALSO: Introducing Adults to the 
Spiritual Journey Workshop 

9am-12noon 
Mercy High School Auditorium 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE 

MERCY PRAYER CENTER 
THROUGH MARCH 1,1994 

ADVANCES7.00 
ATTHEDOORS10.00 

Please call (716) 4734893 
or stop in at the Prayer Center 
65 Highland Avenue-Rochester 

BRIAN C. BUETTNER 
Attorney at Law 

Wide range of legal services including: 
• Wills/Probate 
• Family Law 
• Bankruptcy, Chapters 7 & 13 
• Criminal/DWI 
• Real Estate 
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f716) 454-1760 
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MOTORCOACH TOURS 
...fully Mcocttd by J.aTnwd 

Feb. 19/20 Toronto 
"Showboat" Weekend 
.jonly $185.00 rip. inc. l o t seats in the house" 
April 16New York Crty "Day" Tr ip 
May 1 4 / 1 5 Toronto 
"Miss Saigon" Weekend 

S CALL NOW FOR DETAILS! 

Easter Crone- Group Space still available on 
our 7-nke, April 2, Western Cariibean soiling on 
Holland America's ms Nniew Amsterdam 
CALL NOW FOR DETAILS! 

ALASKA!! 
BOOK NOW!! Join us on Norwegan Cruise 
Line's new WINDWARD cruise ship for our 
May Maepiriure on our 7<ky GOLD RUSH 
Alaskan auiiekirieiaiY. Group atvingi of over .. 
St^padbmaviilableonrythm February 28!!! 
DONTDELWCALL TODAY 

BARTOLOMEO 
FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

PeterW.GkibrlJr. ĤSpRVUDOo MkheHP.Perbuo 

Personalized service in the community 
since 1922. 

1425 Lexington Avenue, Rochester, NY 14606 
conveniently located near 890 


