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Should we arrest TV?

Some want government censorship,
but most critics push media literacy
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uring a Senate hearing last October, U.S. At-
torney General Janet Reno warned the U.S.
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_ : ‘ ; R 2 z s the government will intervene.
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And, £ Vl E“§ MA‘[ER‘ AE&: WH!QH ) : o In so doing, the attorney general echoed a growing
om B m Y - : “gonsensus among most mass-media observers and av-
tle of i _efage viewers that repeated broadcasting of violence
hglps bring out and inspire violence in society.

An employee of NBC News, for example, told the
lic Courier that a recent unscientific callin vote on
wh ther TV violence should be censored garnered
30,917 callers favoring such a measure and only 3,635
against it.

e:attorney general’s tough talk seemed to have
achieved the effect those call-in voters wanted. On
: cable TV industry agreed to use an inde-
anel to rate its shows for violence. It also
ed a House bill mandating that new TV sets in-
-chip” technology, which would allow parents
out violent shows.

castegsand cablecasters would transmit a sig-
plent show. A microchip, part of all sets
ed States since 1990, would store that
3 Parents could block out single shows or
SHOWS en masse.

5 Feb. 1, the four commercial broadcast net-
they would submit their programming for
tative assessment to be done once a year,
in outside entity. The networks did not en-
v of the violence regulation bills before Con-
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ngh a mmomy of observers still contend that
viplerice does not cause real violence, critics of the
iridustry point to thousands of studies on TV vio-
Teni ﬂadertakm since the 1950s to prove their point.
- example, one study published in 1992 by Dr.
on-Centerwall of the University of Washington
ded that homicide rates among whites in the
: Canada and South Afnca alt mcreased
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ehildser have te age 10-15 years before they
i ‘to commit homicides ... Violence does-
-of an effect on adult audiences. Vio-
enormous effect on what adults do,
violence viewed in childhood.”

arany media watchers fear that society is
umbed and jaded by television and movie
real violence will only grow worse in the

CQ:N?FMfNS AQ‘U,{‘I s A real %e!mg of unease that we’ve passed
of threshold,” noted George Comstock,
AN =] VAL~ slds-an endowed chair as S.I. Newh: P

LANGUAGE AMD S of Communieations at Syracuse University,

xﬁms W@H ‘ kis alko a nauonally known expert on the ef-

. ack’s-work has shown, among other effects,

NUDBT Y, VSEWER frendearn social values from TV violence, and

) A faes. include approval and applause for charac-
DISCRETION IS ADVISED.

hoose violence as a way 1o solve problems.
s uite pess:.ble that we've created some mon-
te & said ina telephone interview with the Couri-
er,as he reﬂected on today s murderers who grew up
: But if violence on TV creates violence in society
e Continued on page 14




