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Pope is 'heartbroken' 
after Sarajevo attack 
By John Thavis 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY - Pope John Paul II, 
saying his heart was broken by news of 
a lethal mortar attack on a Sarajevo mar
ket, urged international leaders to "try 
everything" to reach an effective cease
fire in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

The pope spoke while praying the 
rosary Feb. 5, several hours after a mor
tar shell slammed into the main outdoor 
market in the Bosnian capital, killing 68 
people and injuring 200. 

The day before, the pope met with 
Croatia's foreign minister at the Vatican 
and pleaded with him to take steps to 
stop the killing in Bosnia. 

The pope, who has made countless 
appeals for peace in the former Yu
goslavia, appeared to be deeply moved 
by die marketplace bombing. Television 
news reports in Italy and around the 
world showed bodies of civilians lying 
in pools of blood, with hysterical family 
members trying to find help. 

"Widi a broken heart, I am forced to 
recall die slaughter diat occurred today 
at Sarajevo. Criminal hands continue to 
systematically destroy and massacre," he* 
told several hundred people present for 
the rosary recital. 

"No one and no cause can justify such 
abominable actions: I beseech those re
sponsible for such an unworthy act to 
end these crimes: They will answer t o . 
God for this," he said. 

Bosnian leaders immediately blamed 
Serbs for the massacre. Bosnian Serbs 
defiied responsibility-and accused Mus
lim* dFmasiaerfng fheirtown people to 
derail peace talks. U.N. officials could 
•not immediately determine who fired 
the shell into the marketplace. 

The pope said the carnage in the mar
ket only increases pressure on the in
ternational community to "try every
thing, even at the price of the greatest 
sacrifices, so that an effective cease-fire 
can be reached." 

The Balkans are moving "toward the 
abyss," he said, and Europe cannot tol
erate whole cities being destroyed and 
populations exterminated. 

On Feb. 4, die pope met privately widi 
Croatian Foreign Minister Mate Granic 
and explored the chances for peace. 

"The Holy Father pleaded with 
Granic to do everything possible to ar
rive at a cease-fire, which is an indis
pensable condition for arriving at sta
bility in the area," said Vatican 
spokesman Joaquin Navarro-Valls. 

For his part, Granic thanked die pope 
for his peace efforts in die former Yu
goslavian republics, die spokesman said. 

On Feb. 7, speaking to students of die 
NATO Defense College, the pope re
flected with disappointment on the ex
cuses sometimes given for die fighting in 
ex-Yugoslavia. 

"We are told that the indescribable 
horrors being perpetrated daily on in
nocent people are the inevitable result of 
longstanding ethnic hostility and hatred 
-- die hatred of one group for another," 
he said. 

"But diis cannot be the whole expla
nation. War is not inevitable: It is the 
result of a series of concrete policies and 
decisions. Someone, somewhere makes 
the decisions which bring a terrible af
termath of death, injury, destruction 
and sorrow," h e said. 

H e added that the cruel and dehu
manizing conflict shaking Europe shows 
diat die continent is unsure of itself and 
needs to "recover its soul." 

English-language catechism 
gets long-awaited approval 
By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service 

JERUSALEM - The English-language 
"Catechism of die Cadiolic Church," un
der review and revision for more than a 
year, was approved in late January, said 
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, head of die 
Vatican's doctrinal congregation. 

Cardinal Ratzinger spoke to Cadiolic 
News Service Feb. 3 in Jerusalem, where 
he was attending the Feb. 1-4 Jewish-
Christian conference on Religious Lead
ership in Secular Society. During his 
speech, he quoted from the catechism 
in English. 

In Washington a spokesman for die 
U.S. bishops said Feb. 3 diat only part 
of me final text had come in from Rome. 

"Until we receive die full text we can't 
say when it will be published," said Mon-
signor Francis J. Maniscalco, the bish
ops' director of media relations. 

"We need the full thing in hand" to 
determine the final layout before print
ing can begin, he said. 

"It's always been a minimum of 10 to 
12 weeks from reception to publication," 
he added. 

Cardinal Ratzinger said it would be 
available in bookstores by Easter, which 
is April 3 this year. 

"I think we're looking more for Pen
tecost than Easter," said Claire Dube, di
rector of Publications Service for the 
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bish
ops in Ottawa. Pentecost will be cele
brated May 22. 

Dube, who said she thought the Aus
tralian and U.S. bishops' publishers were 
targeting the same date, said they had 
received two of four parts of the cate
chism on diskette and hard copy. How
ever, she noted that cross-referencing 
was done on the hard copy, not on the 
computer version. 

The new catechism was formally is
sued in its original French edition by 
Pope John Paul II in December 1992. 
Since then it has been published in Ital
ian, Spanish, Portuguese, German, Cata
lan, Slovenian, Maltese and, in part, in 
Romanian. 

English is die only major Western lan
guage in which it has not appeared. A 
draft was completed and submitted to 
Rome for approval in early 1993, but 
Vatican officials were dissatisfied with 
die translation and have been redoing 
it since then. 

The US. Cadiolic Conference Office of 
Publishing and Promotion Services holds 
all U.S. publication rights for the English 
text It has signed on 12 otiier U.S. pub
lishing companies as co-publishers. 

Daniel E. Juday, director of die pub
lishing office, said die first U.S. printing 
would be more than 300,000 copies, 
since 265,000 were already on order and 
several co-publishers have recendy said 
diey plan to increase their orders. 

Juday also declined to predict a date 
of publication. "We have less than half 
the text right now and no description 
of what's still to come or any confirma
tion of when it will come," he said. 

Rain-swelled rivers 

AP/Wide World Photos 
An unidentified woman Feb. 1 waits to be rescued in Florida, Colombia, 
170 miles southwest of Bogota. According to police officials, at least 10 
people were killed and 3,000 more were left homeless when rain-swelled 
rivers formed mud slides that swept away hundreds of homes in south
western Colombia. 

Catholic Child Sponsorship 
For Just $10 a Month 

Your opportunity to help one very poor 
child is much too important to miss. And 
Christian Foundation for Children and 
Aging Is the only Catholic child spon
sorship program working in the twenty 
desperately poor countries we serve 

For as little as $10 monthly, you can 
help a poor chilo at a Catholic mission site 
receive nourishing food, medical care, the. 
chance to go to school and hope tor a 
brighter future. You can literally change 
a life. 

Through CFCA you can sponsor a child 
with the amount you can afford. Ordinarily 
it takes $20 per month to provide one of our 
children with the life changing bene^s of 
sponsorship. But if this is not possible ror 
you, we invite you to do what you can. 
CFCA will see to it from other donations and 
the tireless efforts of our missionaries that 
your special child receives the same 
benefits as other sponsored children. 

And you can be assured your donations 
are being magnified and are having their 
greatest impact because our programs are 
directed by dedicated Catholic missionar
ies with a long standing commitment to the 
people they serve. 

You will receive a new picture of your 
child each year, information aboui your 
child's family and country, letters from your 
child and the CFCA quarterly newsk tter. 

Please take this opportunity to make a 
difference in the life of one poor child. 
Become a sponsor today! 

Little Conchita lives in a small village in the 
mountains of Guatemala. Her house is made 
of cornstalks, with a tin roof and dirt floor. Her 
father struggles to support the family as a day 
laborer. Your concern can make the differ
ence in the lives of children like Conchita. 

n CJ 2/ 'f 
Ifyou prefer, simply call 
Bernie Puglisi at the 

Catholic Courier 
(716)328-4340 

Yes, I'll help one child: 
D Boy • Girl • Child in most need 

In U Latin America D Africa D Asia D Any 
My monthly pledge Is: • $10 D$15 D$20 D$25 D$50D$100 

I wish to contribute: • monthly • quarterly • semi-annually • annually 
.«. Enclosed is my first contribution of $ . 
L J I cannot sponsor now but I enclose my gift of $ . 
D Please send me further information regarding: 

• Sponsorship • Volunteer Program • U.S.Homeless Program 

Name ' Phone 

Address 
City State Zip. 

L? 

Christian Foundation for Children and Aging (CFCA) 
c/o CATHOLIC COURIER/1150 Buffalo Road/Rochester, New York 14624 
Maka checks payable to: Christian Foundation for Children and Aging (CFCA) 

Financial Report available upon request/ Donation U.S. tax deductible. 
Member: U.S. Catholic Mission Association - Natl Catholic Development Conference - Calhohe Press Association - Intl 

Liaison of Lay Volunteers in Mission - Natl Catholic Stewardship Council • Nat'l Catholic Council for Hispanic Ministry 


