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Painful issue requires 
By Bishop Matthew H. Clark 

I had the privilege last week of giving the 
keynote address to the 45th annual meeting of 
the National Catholic Council on Alcoholism 
and Other Drug Related Issues. Their theme was 
"Dare We Hear The Pain." 

Although die meeting's primary emphasis was 
on the sexual abuse of children by clergy, the 
council's request of me was Uiat I reflect on the 
experience I have had of listening to people iji 
two specific areas: die concerns of women in die 
church and die work of our diocesan Synod. 

As is so often the case with such invitations, 
die request of the NCCA provided an occasion 
to revisit some significant moments in my life 
and ministry, to understand diem more deeply, 
to make some connections with odier realities, to 
articulate my dioughts with the hope that they 
might stimulate the group as tiiey gadiered for 
dieir program. 

I am grateful for die opportunity to have 
spoken to die group, but more so for the chance 
I had to remain for a substantial portion of die 
program. It was not an easy experience because, 
their primary subject was a painful one. But it 
was*helpful to remain, in diat people who have 
done considerable work in die field shared their 
experience and insight widi us. Among diem was 
Father Canice Connors, a Franciscan priest who 
is director of St Luke's Institute, a treatment cen
ter for priests suffering from addiction. 

Canice's presentation was based in part on re
search being done at die institute. I found it very 
helpful — and hopeful — because it enabled me 
to understand better dian I have before some of 
die complexities of die issue. That's because the 
experience Canice and his colleagues have had 
h> dns field, and the research diey have done, 
provide help in dealing widi die question in a 
more objective, long-range fashion. 

I think of two areas in which we have learned 
a great deal and in which we need to continue to 
learn. One of these areas is die profound and ' 
long-range impact die sexual abuse of children 
by clergy has on diose abused. The violation is 

LONG THE WAY 

not confined to an act of abuse or to a series of 
acts of abuse. That kind of harm would be harm 
enough., What may be even worse is die damage 
it does to die capacity of die abused person to 
form future relationships based on trust. 
Further, evidence suggests that abused people 
can become abusers. 

A second area about which we are learning 
more is die nature and origins of sexually 
abusive behavior. Research suggests that such be
havior can be rooted in personality disorders 
diat give rise to addictive behavior. 

If diat is die case, then we need to look 
seriously at die treatment of persons who behave 
in this way. At least we should be willing to look 
at die questions raised by die research. If 
addiction is involved in such behavior, how much 
freedom does die perpetrator enjoy? And if 

^*attrEfea,is litde freedom, can tiiere by any 
reasonable hope for reconciliation and 
rehabilitation? 

There has been remarkable progress made in 
recognizing t h e , ^ " 
Thank God, many individuals who suffer from 
diat disease now enjoy a healthy sobriety. Can we 

hope for similar progress in sexual addictions? 
It would be unfair to the people at St. Luke's 

to try to summarize dieir work here. But what I 
would like to do is invite your thought and reflec
tion on die following list of notes I jotted down 
on die way home from die meeting: . 

a.) We can not deal honestly widi dm painful 
issue unless we make our top priority die safety 
and well-being of our children! Thereis no 
excuse for exposing diem to harm, no excuse for 
failing to support dieir healing and recovery if 
diey are harmed. * 

b.) Clergy must take responsibility for dieir be
havior whenever diat behavior causes damage to 
another person, and especially when it harms 
children. But when such behavior is rooted in 
personality disorder and/or addition, we must 
commit ourselves to rehabilitation of die individ
ual. . 

c.) Research indicates diat sexually abusive 
conduct arises often from personality; disorders 
diat give rise to addictive behavior. We need to 
pursue diat. Ultimately, it is die best road to safe
ty and good health for all concerned. 

d.) It does not serve trudi to imply diat such 
behavior is rampant among our clergy. It is not. 
The vast majority of our clergy cherish, nurture 
and support die children diey serve. Nor does it 
serve the truth to imply diat the abuse of 
children happens primarily at the hands of 
clergy. The vast majority of instances of die sexu
al abuse of children take place in die home at 
die hands of male relatives. Even so, one case of 
abuse by clergy is one too many. 

e.) We all need to deal with die truth of this is
sue, even when doing so causes pain. But we also 
need to deal widi it fairly, avoiding courses of ac
tion diat are short-sighted. 

As we all know, tills is an enormously painful 
issue for a great number of people. We need to 
recognize diat and deal widi it as honesdy and as 
forthrightty as we can. That is not easy, but to 
die degree diat we conduct ourselves in that way, 

&T^ .avK,. 
health. 

Peace to alL 

Francis Center 
(24-hour homeless men's shelter) 

Donations needed for 
weight-lining program 

Olympic Weight Set 
Bench 

Assorted Dumb Bells 
(10-75lbs.) 

CALL 423-9590 
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Free Educational Seminar 

UNDERSTANDING 
LIVING TRUSTS 

Featured Speaker 
Norman J. Baratt, Attorney at law 

INCLUDING NEW LAWS REGARDING: 
Property Distribution • Surviving Spouse's Interest 

Disinheritance • Medicaid Proofing • Asset Preservation 
Long Term Health Care • Probate Exemptions 

Other topics to be covered: 
why wills are no longer the best way 
dangers and pitfalls of joint ownership 
advantages of estate-planned living trusts 
springing durable powers of attorney 
disability and the trauma of "living" probate 
minimizing income and estate taxes 
controlling assets white sk* and after death 
settling estates in hours instead of years 
overcoming trust funding problems 

Where: Depot Restaurant (Station House Room) 
41 North Main St, Rttsford 

SIX CHOICES 

When: Wed., iamjary 26 or Thurs, January 27 
9 • I I am or 2 -A pmjr? - 9 pm 

Attendance 

COBBLESTONE COUNTRY 
, is having a 

STOREWIDE INVENTORY SALE 
Now - January 30th 

20%-50% savings 
(excluding antiques" 
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Thank you for your patronage in 1993 Best ofwishesfor 1994. 
5346 W; Ridge Rd. at Trimmer Rd., Spencerport, NY (1/2 ml W. of Rt 259,ju*t pat Don Shop). 

(716)35^-9600 

An ide 

' all of 
Catholic elementary and junior high schools offer: 

* academic excel lence ' acceptance of al! people 
* va lue-centered educat ion * the Wegman Early Educa t ion 
* parent invo lvement (WEE) Program for 
* p re-k indergar ten , elementary preschoolers 

and midd le schoo l educat ion " before and after school c ire 
" se l f -d isc ip lme 

For in fo rmat ion about regist rat ion and open houses, please 
contact your ne ighborhood Cathol ic school or c.;->ll the 

Department of Cathol ic Schools 

328-3210 


