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Families
Continued from page 1

the sad solution of a separation of the
spouses, much less by recourse to di-
vorce, a true “plague” of present-day so-
ciety. (4)

Likewise, in many parts of the world,
whole nations are caught in the spiral
of bloody conflicts, of which families

¢ are often the first victims: Either they
are deprived of the main if not the only
breadwinner, or they are forced to aban-
don home, land and property and flee

into the unknown; in any event they are -

subjected to painful misfortunes which
threaten all security. How can we fail to
recall, in this regard, the bloody conflict
between ethnic groups which is still go-
ing on in Bosnia-Herzegovina? And this
is only one case, amid so many situa-
tions of war throughout the world!

In the face of such distressing situa-
tions, society often appears incapable
of offering effective help, or is even cul-
pably indifferent. The spiritual and psy-
chological needs of those who have ex-
perienced the effects of armed conflict
are as pressing and serious as their need
for food or shelter. Specific structures
need to be set up for actively support-
ing families affected by unexpected and
devastating misfortunes, so that in spite
of them they will not yield to the temp-
tation to discouragement and revenge,
but will react in a spirit of forgiveness
and reconciliation. How often, unfor-
tunately, there is no sign of this!

4. Nor can one forgetthatwarandw
olence not only constitute divisive forces

which weaken and destroy family struc-

tures; they also exercise a pernicious in-
fluence on people’s minds, suggesting
and practically imposing models of be-
havior diametrically oppesed to peace. In
: this regard, one must deplore a very sad
fact: These days unfortunately a grow-
.ing mumber of boys and girls and even
small children are playing a direct part in
armed conflicts. They are forced to join
armed militias and have to fight for caus-
es they do not always understand. In oth-
er cases, they become involved in a real
culture of violence in which life counts
for very little and killing does not seem
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wrong. It is in the interests of the whole
of society to ensure that these young peo-
ple give up violence and take the path
of peace, but this presupposes patient
education given by people who sincere-
ly believe in peace.

At this point I cannot fail to mention
another serious obstacle to the devel-
opiment of peace in our society: Many,
too many children are deprived of the
warmth of a family. Sometimes the fam-
ily is absent: In fact, the parents, taken
up by other interests, leave
dren to their own devices. Iy
es the family simply does notfexist: Thus
there are thousands of children who
have no home but the street and who
can count on no resources except them-
selves. Some of these street children die
tragically. Others are led into the use
and even the sale of drugs and into pros-
titution, and not infrequently they end
up in criminal organizations. Such scan-
dalous and widespread situations can-
not be ignored! The very future of so-
ciety is at stake. A community which re-

jects children, or marginalizes them, or |

reduces them to hopeless situations can
never know peace.

In order to count on a peaceful future,
every child needs to experience the
warmth of caring and constant affection,
not betrayal and exploitation. And al-
though the state can do much by pro-
viding means and structures of support,
the contribution of the family to
that climate of security and trust cannot
be replaced, so important is it in helping

children to look to the future with
serenity, and in P! them to take a
responsible part in building a society of
{true progress when they . up. Chil-
dren are the future” already present
among us; they need to experience what
peace means, so that they will be able to

|, create a future of peace.
“An

agent for peace

5. An endurin peacefpl order needs
institutions whic express and consoli-
date the values of peace. The institution
which most immediately responds to the
nature of the human being is the fami-
ly. It alone ensures the continuity and
the future of society. The family is there-
fore called to become an active agent
for peace, through the values which it
expresses and transmits within itself,
and through the participation of each
of its members in the life of society.

As the fundamental nucleus of soci- .
_ ety, the family has a right to the full sup-

port of the state in order to carry out
fully its particular mission. State laws;
therefore, must be directed to promoting
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its wellbeing, helping it to fulfill its prop-
er duties. In the face of increasing pres-
sure nowadays to consider, as legally
equivalent to the union of spouses,
forms of union which by their very na-
ture or their intentional lack of perma-
nence are in no way capable of express-

- ing the meaning and-ensyring the good

of the family, it is the duty of the state to
encourage and protect the authentic in-
stitution of the family, respecting its nat-
ural structure and its innate and in-
alienable rights.(5) Among these, the

fundamental one is the right of parents *

to decide, freely andresponsxbly, on the
basis of their moral‘and religious con-
victions and with a properly formed con-
science, when to have a child, and then

to educate that chil accordance with
those convictions.
The state also’has an important role in

creating the conditions in which fami-
lies can provide for their primary needs
in a way befitting human dignity. Pover-
ty, indeed destitution.— a perennial
threat to social stability, to the dcvelop-
ment of people and to peace — in our

-day affects too-many. families. It some-

times happens that, because of a lack of

means, young couples put off having a

family or are-even prevented from hav-

- ing one, while needy families cannot par-

ticipate fully in the life of [ society or are
forced into total emargination.

The duty of the state does not, how-
ever, excuse individual citizens: The real
reply to the gravest questions in every
society is in fact ensured by the harmo-
nious solidarity of everyone. In effect,
no one can be at ease until an adequate
solution has been found to the problem
of pove

economic opment
and ulti therefore, to peace. Peace
will always be at risk so long as individ-

uals and families are forced (] ﬁght for
their very survival.

At the service of pe peace

~" 6. T would now like to.speak directly to
E ilies. in particular to Christian famili

“Famxhes, become what you are!” 1
wrote in my apostolu: exhortation “Fa-
miliaris Consortio.” (6) Become an “in-
timate sharing of married life and love,”
(7)calledtogiveloveandtoumsmitlifel

Families, you have a mission of prime
importance: that of contributing to the

 construction of peace, indispensable for

respect for human life and its develop-
ment. (8) Knowing that peace is never
secured once and for all, (9) you must
never grow weary of seeking it! Jesus,
through his death on the Cross, has left

, which strikes families and in-
: .dmduals. Poverty is always a threat to
social stablhty,

to humanity his peace, assuring us of
his enduring presence. (10) Ask for this
peace, pray for this peace, work for this

" peace! To you parents falls the respon-

sibility for forming and educating your
children to be people of peace: for this
purpose, you in the first place must be
workers for peace.

You children, facing the future with
the eagerness of youth, full of hopes and
dreams, value the gift of the family, pre-
pare for the responsibility of building it
or promoting it according to the par-

ticular callings that God will give you in

due course. Develop a desire for good
and thoughts of peace.

You grandparents, who with the other
family members represent unique and
precious links between generations, make
a generous contribution of your experi-
ence and your witness in order to link the
past to the future in a peaceful present.

Families, live out your mission in har-
mony and to the fulll

Finally, how can we forget the many
people who for various reasons feel that
they have no family? To them I would
like to say that there is a family for them,

| too: The church is home and family for

all. (11) She opens wide her doors and

-welcomes in all who are alone or aban-

doned; in them she sees the specially
beloved children: of Ged, whatever their
age, and whatever their asplratlons, dif-
ficulties or hopes.

May the family so live in peace that
from it peace may spread throughout
the whole human

This is the prayer whxch, thmugh the in-
tercession of Mary, mether of Christ and
oftheclmrch, Toffer to him “from whom

every family in heaven and on earth is
named” (Eph 3:15), at the beginning of -
the International Year of the Faimily. -

From the Vatican, Dec 8, 1993.
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John Paul II Footnotes

1. Cf. Second Vatican

ur’H’)l n\
ouncil,

2. Article 16;No. 3. .- . .

3. “Redemptor Hom:ms, 10 ‘

4. Cf. “Gaudium et Spes,” 47.

5. Cf. in this regard the “Charter of
the Rights of the Family presénted by
the Holy See to all Persons, Instjtutions
and Authorities Interested in the Mis-
sion of the Family in Today’s World”
(Oct. 22, 1983).

6. No. 17.

7. “Gaudium et Spes,” 48.

8. Cf. “Catechism of the Catholic
Church,” Neo. 2304.

9. Cf. “Gaudium et Spes,” 78. :

10. Cf. Jn 14:27; 20: 19—21 Mt 28:20.

11. Cf. “Familiaris Consortio,” 85.
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1994 Wedding Package
ach year, more than 3,000 couples get married in the Catholic Diocese of |
Rochester, and they’ll turn to the Catholic Courier’s 1994 Wedding Package
for informa;ion on the merchandise and services to make their special day per-
fect. If you’re not reaching this large market with word of the products and services

you offer, the Catholic Courier can help!
The package includes a larger advertisement in our wedding-oriented issue on
Thursday, February 10, 1994. In addition to being mailed to nearly 50,000 Catholic
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Courier subscribers, this issue will be distributed — throughout the coming year — to
all couples taking marriage-preparation classes in the Diocese. These are the very
people who will need your services most.

In addition, the package includes 12 one-inch advertisements in the Catholic
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For more inforxﬁa V
1994 Wedding Pack:
DEADLINE: J# :

.Coterier’s monthly Wedding Guide, where your company’s name can be seén all year

ge Call (716) 328-4340
JARY 28TH, 1994




