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Priest's diary details 
Author sees light 
amid 'dark alleys' 

Diary of a City Priest, by Father John 
P. McNamee; Sheed & Ward (Kansas 
City, Mo., 1993); 258 pp.; $14.95. 

Reviewed by Joe Wakelee-Lynch 
Catholic News Service 

Father John P. McNamee's Diary of a 
City Priest is a spiritual journal, a diary of 
one person's search for faith despite 
struggle, loneliness and isolation. 

He has written a diary of a year in die 
Bfe of a priest serving a poor and dwu> 
dling congregation in central Philadel
phia. The year begins with several of his 
friends getting robbed at gunpoint af
ter Christmas Eve Mass, and it ends with 
the theft o f bis car — right from the 
locked parish parking lot. But those are 

'. the least of the problems in his neigh
borhood. "These desolate neighbor
hoods," he writes, "Where people have 
nothing; nothing works; mayhem is fre
quent Most of the life seems acciden
tal. N o beginning, no end, no middle 
nor sense."" 

Father McNamee labors in a desert, 
where die signs of spiritual vitality are 
sparse. His people fight a battle to sur
vive and most of them, at least in this 

priest's sad eyes, are losing. His job is to 
help them when he can, and he tries. He 
drives pregnant mothers to a local emer
gency ward, and he hands out $10 here, 
$20 there, to down-and-outers. All die 
while, he asks himself: What would Jesus 
do? To get through the days and nights, 
he recalls the writings of Dorothy Day, 
Thomas Morton, Simone Weil and Ger
ard Manley Hopkins. Compared to them, 
he comes up short, in his view anyway. 

He, knows he's in a desert, and he 
questions his_hardiness. At 58, he's worn 
the collar for 32 years* serving mostly 
in poor, overcrowded and underserved 
neighborhoods. With his elderly years 
just ahead, Father McNamee doubts his 
staying power. He also fears die church 
hierarchy has no real commitment to in
ner-city people, especially die drunks, 
addicts, never-employed and prisoners 
he counts among his flock. Worried that 
he hasn't die energy, and diat his church 
hasn't the will, he wonders who will 

serve his people in d i e years to come. 
. Despite doubts and alienation, Father. 

McNamee's memoir shin«wiui spiritual 
clarity. Merton, Day ̂ d^Weiil are water 
in his desert They go WiuYhim down dark 
alleys. It's a common misconception diat 
spiritual dark alleys inevitably lead to 
open, green pastures. Fadier McNamee 
finds instead that die opposite of die dark 
alley is an alley with some light, audit's a 
faint but steady one. that guides hjnj: "I 
tumble into this corner of die world, not 
far at all from my childhood neighbor
hood, not far from die hospital where I 
was born ... Without much sense or be
lief in Providence governing;, die details 
of our lives, I must be grateful for die 
free-fall which has me here, more or less 
on my feet most of die time." 

Fadier McNamee's road is a hard one. 
But he's found enough light to travel by: 
"I have little light, except that I should 
continue to be where I am and do what 
I am doing, pnly do it more generously 
and patiently." 

Diary of a City Priest is a rich testimo
ny to die travails and satisfactions of die 
spiritual search in die inner city. 

• • • 

foe Wakelee-Lynch is a free-lance writer 
anoTbobk reviewer in Claremont, Calif, 

At your bookstore or order prepaid from 
Sheed & Ward-MCR, 115 R Armour Blvd., 
Kansas City, Mo. 64111. Add $2 for ship
ping and handling. 

Paper has a 
new look for 
the new year 

This week's Catholic Courier has 
a new look to ring in die new year. 

Graphics Manager Lorraine 
Hennessey has implemented a num
ber of changes in die paper's de
sign to give die Courier a newsier, 
crisper look. 

Here are some of die changes we 
hope you will find more appealing 
to the eye: 

The redesigned nameplate on die 
front page allows us more room for 
copy and graphics. Hennessey said 
the new typeface (ITC-New 
Baskerville) is what gives die paper 
a more newsy look. 

She added that die traditional 
serif headlines and Baskerville body 
copy evoke an "" historically strong 
image." 

We have also grouped types of 
coverage into diree sections — news, 
features and commentary — each 
witii its own page headers. 

In addition, by positioning page 
numbers at die top of each page, 
we hope to make browsing through 
die paper easier for you. 

We hope you like die new look. 
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12 Card of Thanks 

THANKS TO ST. JOSEPH and 
St Jude for favors received. 
M.R. 

16 Miscellaneous 

HISSING CHILDREN are a 
serious matter. Get Missing 
Children's Diskette before it 
happens. Free Info., SASE: 
Diskette Services, Box 
1791, Amherst, N.Y. 14226-

. 1791 . Medical/Resume 
available. (NYSCAN #3384) 

32 Help Wanted 

DO YOU LIKE working with 
people? Then become a 
Home Health Aide! Part-
time and/or fulMime posi
tions available. We provide 

. training, no previous experi
ence necessary. 
$6.50wkday/7.50wkend hr. 
Free uniforms, paid vaca
tion, flexible hours. Call 

" Lynda at Community Care 
of Rochester, 716/654-
4854. 

DO YOU LIKE working with 
people? Then become a 
Home Health Aidel Part-
time and/or full-time posi
tions available. We provide 
training, no previous experi
ence necessary. $75.0-
$8.50/hr. Free uniforms, 
paid vacation, flexible 
hours. Call Lynda at Com
munity Care of Rochester, 
716/654-4854. 

FREE CLASSIFIED AD SER-
VICE for job hunting mem
bers of the press looking for 
employment with a weekly 
newspaper in New York 
state. Send your ad to 
NYPA Newsletter, 1681 
Western Ave., Albany, N.Y. 
12203-4307. (NYSCAN 
#1200) 

32 Help-Wanted 

UVE-IN NANNIES Bttperatety 
needed for lower NY/CT 
families. Must have child-
care experience and drivers 
license. College education 
helpful. Excellent opportuni
ties/Benefits. AGENCY 1-
8 0 0 - W E - C A R E - 6 . 

- (NYSCAN #3369) 

' 55 Miscellaneous 

SUNQUEST WOLFF TAN
NING BEDS: New commer
cial-Home units from 
$199.00. Lamps- Lotions-
Accessories. Monthly pay
ments low as $18.00. Call 
today FREE NEW Color 
Catalog 1-800-462-9197. 
(NYSCAN #3345) 

65 Wanted to Buy 

81 Apartments 
Unfurnished 

vlRONDEQUOIT: Abraham Lin-
'- coin Apartments is accept-

v fng applications for„one/two 
bedroom apartments for 
senior citizens. (716)544-
9100. 

115 Electricians 

MIDTOWN MANOR 
APARTMENTS FOR AGE 

52 AND OLDER 
Convenient Downtown Location, walk to 

shopping. On a direct busline. 
Stadia $2*0 One Bedreoa S35» 

All Utilities Included Monthly Mass Ser
vices. Section 8 accepted 

475 East Broad St. 544-3*5*. 

N6LAk 
ELECTRIC 

FOB ALL YOUR ELECTMCtt. NEED* 
FuHy Kcanaad & insured 

107 ROUGE ROAn 

334-6350 

135 Masonry 
141 Plumbing 

A' 
AMERICAN 
MASONNVftCMIMNEY 

CHIMNEY 
SERVICE 

MUMMNRVWQHK 

CASStDTn. 
• Licensed. Bonded 
• Low RaNM+OuatHy Wo* 
• Pnhroom rtemoceUno ' 
• No Service Charge* 
» Free Eatlnmn 
• Senior CHaen* Discount 
11 Comfort St. 
Rochester. N.Y. 

( M O M 

232-2000 

jfaiifcn'* antiques 
lop cash paid for old stood furni
ture, clocks, glass and china, ster
ling, crocks, quilts, etc. One item 
or complete household. We make 

""""^ 647-2480 

87 Resort Property 

DISNEY WORLD/Beautiful 
Vacation Homes & Com
bos, Spacious Rooms, Fully 
Equipped Kitchen, Minutes 
from Disney, All Amenities. 
LOWEST AVAILABLE AIR
FARES. fROM $59.00nt. 
CONCORD CONDOMINI
UMS 1-800-999-6896. 
(NYSCAN #3357) 

101 Appliance Repair 

75 Mobile Homes 

REFINANCE YOUR MOBILE 
HOME AND RECEIVE 
YOUR choice of a 13" Color 
TV, a VCR or a Microwave 
Oven Free. This is a Limit
ed Time offer and there are 
No Application Fees so Call 
Now 1-800-637-9559. TSC 
Funding. (NYSCAN #3177) 

We Make 
House Calls 

SEW & VAC REPAIR CTR. 
724 Winton Road. N. 

716-482-6111 

117 Financial Services 

GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS: 
Homeowners or Businesses 
refinance; catch/up bills; 
remodel; — cash any rea
son, (private money also 
available). Bank tumdowns, 
problem credit, 
setf/emptoyed, - all OK. No 
Application Fees 1-800-
874-5626.- (NYSCAN 
#3193) 

122 Health, & Exercise 

LOSERS WANTED: Lose 
Weight. Inches, No Dieting, 
No Exercise, Get to Eat, as 
seen on T.V. "I've lost 27 
lbs. 4 Dress Sizes* Paulene 
716-626/4633. FREE SHIP
PING, (NYSCAN #3310) 

1 2 3 H e a t i n g & 
Air Conditioning 

136 Moving & Hauling 
145 Rental Services 

K-D Moving 
2 L and Storage Inc. 

Experience in office, 
household moving 
and deliveries 

Bin or Small, Wt Do Them All 

473-6610 or 473-4357 

138 Painting & 
Wallcovering 

AL MEYVIS.JR. Interior paint
ing/wall repair/basement 
wall painting, repairs/small 
jobs, home repairs wel
come/18 years.-exp. Winter 
discount.323-2876,392-
4435. 

REa^rr/M_ 
Don't Let It Rain 
On Your Party... 

V » ve got you covered) 
Tarns • Table* • Choirs 

Unen* • lighting 
Insulted 6 Removed 

(716)2684391 

153 Travel 

111 Child Care 

1994 JOBS: Live-In Nannies. 
$200-$400 Weekly 
Room/Board, Vacations, 
Insurance. Drivers License, 
College Experience Pre
ferred. Must relocate for 1 
year. PERFECT NANNY. 1-
800-882-2698. (NYSCAN 
#3371) 

Hicks Home Heating 
Call us for Winter Contort 

Heating A Air Conditioning 
Specialists 

• Sales • Service • Iutallatiaa 
Family Owned flt Operated 

4 2 4 - 4 8 4 8 

125 Home 
Improvement 

BERNARD K. BAYER 6 SON 

Master P a l n t e r s Q j h A * V 

Pointing frVollpaper ^ \ 
Wood Finishing and Gutters 

Aluminum Doon and Vlndowi 

Est .1952 (716)361-0612 

AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND 
TOUR: 15 days, $3423. 
Leave June 29,1994. Dea
con Ray Defenddrf, 
(607)937-5858. 

PLASTERING 
PAINTING 
AND PAPERING 

•BY A'COIPLE THAT CAKES" 
T e r n and Nina McCullough 

467-8566 Free Estimates 

BATHROOM « KITCtMN 

2B MMiYSaVving QfMaVr AochcMif 
Aaf-aaaaaaaV laat'aai t\ at • aii i * " - * * 

Ml' I f W * IWpwaafjy MaWQM 
COUl laKW rtaaMh«at»tt f 

Call J*m: 352-3447 

141 Plumbing 

ITPWrntonRd. North 2WIW7 


