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New year evokes hopeJar future 
By Bishop Matthew H. Clark 

I hope that you carry happy merrlories 
of the events we have been celebrating 
these late-December and earlyjanuary 
days. 

We all know that life's flow and its reali­
ties are not governed by die calendar, but 
I hope diat you have been able to rest 
occasionally to reflect on die beautiful 
meaning of die, Christmas season. Such re­
flection can bring great comfort and 
much encouragement because, at its root, 
it reminds us diat nodiing human is 
foreign to God, diat God understands us 
deeply and is patient with our struggles. 

As this new year begins, I find myself 
thinking about 1994 and my hopes for all 
of us for die coming months. At die 
forefront of my hopes for our local church 
is diat we will maintain a high level of 
commitment to die implementation of bur 
Synod. I believe deeply in die priorities 
you have identified as most important to 
us, and I have a firm conviction diat we 
have die resources to respond to diose pri­
orities in a way diat will be a blessing to 
our pastoral life and mission. 

A second area for which I have fond 
hopes is die area of communication. One 
of die great benefits of our Synod process 
was diat it made it clear diat we face major 
challenges in diis area/I am referring not 
only to die transmission of significant 
information in an effective and timely 
fashion, altiiough diat always helps, but I 
am dunking more of die ongoing desire 
made even more evident in our Synod 
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process, diat members of our community 
have a great desire to be heard about 
matters diat are of deep importance to 
diem. It is my hope diat we can make 
some significant progress diis year. A n d it 
is my further hope diat die Catholic 
Courier will make a notable contribution to 
diat progress. 

A tiiird dream I have for diis year is diat 
all of us will renew our commitment to 
fight racism in any way in which it exists, 
witiiin us or among us. Our faitii tells us 
diat all human beings are children of God, 
made in die divine image and possessed 
of a God-given dignity. It is totally foreign 
to diat faitii conviction to judge otiiers by 
die color of dieir skin. We are blessed widi 
some strong guiding documents: about 
diis issue, and I dunk diat our Synod 
priorities will call us to revisit* them and to 
take some good steps to address die issue. 

Eourth, I hope that all of-uspin whatever 
way we can will bring die light of Christ to 
bear on die violence diat plagues us. In an 
extreme expression of diat violent spirit, 
people leap to weapons to resolve even die 
most minor of disputes, adults vent their 
anger by beating dieir children or by abus­
ing dieir spouses. Even die frail elderly are 
not immune from such horrible 
treatment. But even apart from such 
horrors, diere is a lot of violence around. I 
tiiink of die boorish and intrusive conduct 
of some spectators at sporting events, of 
die utterly degrading treatment of women 
in some films and television productions, 
of die "ways in which some people put 
odiers at risk by the way tiley drive dieir 
cars. I tiiink diat die person and teaching 
of Christ and die treasures of our 
tradition offer some deeply attractive 
alternatives to that kind of behavior. 

Fifth and last — at least for now — it 
would be my hope diat all of us could 
recover and express more strongly a 
commitment to die common good, even 
when diat effort might require sacrifice 
on our part. We do ultimately have our 
dignity from God and we do possess 
certain basic rights based on die tact diat 
God gave us life. But we realize diat digni­
ty and express diose rights in community, 
as a part of die human family, and it 
.seems to me diat we do so most fully 
when we accept our basic responsibilities 
toward our brotiiers and sisters. 

I wish you and your loved ones many 
good blessing for 1994. 

Peace to all. 
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Marian Shrines • Holy Land* Europe —i 

1-800-321 MARY 

Priests or Laity, 
Form Your Own Group 

-FREE TICKET 
fbrSpilgrams-

Catholk Pilgrimages 

If you're looking into a new 
community, look to Charlotte Lake 
River Homes. Your beautiful home 
overlooks Lake Ontario and is filled 
with amenities anyone would like to 
retire to like: 
• Activities Director 
• On Site Security 
• Cable 
• Playground 
• Laundry Facilities 
If you apply today, you could 

receive free ous fare for a year. 
Certain restrictions apply. Call for 
details. Also accepting applications 
for our 1,2,3 and 4 bedroom 
townhouses. ' 

Rents start at 
$246/mo, 

Charlotte Lake River Homes 
A Eqiftf - , 

Morning 
Opportunity 

4 5 7 5 Lake Ave. 
afcihe Lake 621-

Specialists in US. & Foreign Coins 

COMPLETE LINE OF COIN ft STAMP SUPPLIES 

S Investments / Counseling • Appraisals 
/ Leading Buyer / Coins / Stamps / Gold 

• Silver / Platinum & Silver Bars 
• American Eagles for IRA's 

N(^PCGS,ANACS-<^rtif^Coins&Submissions 

Member Facts Nationwide Teletype Systea 

SuteMtoyottauerCbiu, j jgg S R I « n 
Saving Rochester Since ISSO Tzfr.jTTl. TO? 
ANAMember J O H N B A U E R 

House Calls By Appointment 

546-3810 
Motu-frt. IO-S, 
Thins. *t« 7pm. Sat 10-Z 
and By Appointment 

New Location: 
3400 Monroe Avenue, 
Pittsford Colony Plaza 

©rcfan 

Qfbcfdety 
"Dedicated to preserving the sound 
of the "Ring of Instruments" 

presents: 

ASHLEY MILLER 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 14 

8:15 P.M. 
At the Auditorium Center 

875 Main St E. 
Special discount foif senior-citizen 

groups of 10 or more. 

I Tlus ad entitles single-tidcet buyers to I 
1 50* off rJie $ 6 ^ purchase priee by ' 
| prisentihgrhkadattlieDOXofiice | 

the evening of the concert 
I For Further Moraution, | 
. Call RTOS at 544*595. . 

BARTOLOMEO 
FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

Peter W.Giulari, Jr. PhffipP.Pcrooo MkhalP.Perotto 

Personalized service in the community 
since 1922. 

1425 Lexington Avenue, Rochester, NY 14606 
conveniently located near 390 

(716)254-5400 

J.B. TRAVEL 
332DChMAvtni» 

(716}8BM090 
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Mir»ynftMnnJt Yager! 

m Valentine's Day Specials!! 

IJoin us on our fully escorted 
Tomoto Theatre Motorcoach tours.. 
we have the bestseatsmthe house!! • 
Feb. 19/20 "Showboat" Weekend!! 
. . .only $185.00 per person includes ] 
transport, hotel, dieatre ticket & 
morel! 
April 2Q, "Sfiowboat" Day trip!! 

. only $105.00 per person includes] 
rt, theatre ticket, dinner & 

morelf 
May 1 4 / » " M i w Saigon" Weekend! 

,.. only $190.00 per person includes 
transport, hoteL theatre ticket & 
morel! 

C ^ today for details!! ,. _ 


