Take steps to beeome a holy family
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By Father Abert Shamon
Courier columnist
Sunday's Readings: (R3) Luke 2:2240; (Rl) Sirach 3:2-6,12-14; (R2) Colossians 3:12-21.
A family is a society instituted by
God himself. It comprises a father,
mother, and children. For the family to
be happy, it must be holy. It will only be
holy when each of its members are so.
Children can solve their personality
problems when the home is a place of
security and love.
Children need discipline and selfmastery, because one day they will have
to face a world that will not bend to
their every wish and whim. This discipline must come from both parents.
Parents should read the 30th chapter
of the book of Sirach on the training of
children.
Here's one verse: 'Tamper your child
and he will be a terror for you, indulge
him and he will bring you grief" (30:9).
Welfare and totalitarianism are both
bad forms of government So is parental
guidance that provides too much or
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Parental discipline should be firm:
mean what you say and say what you
mean. It should be fair: limitations imposed from love, neither too severe nor
too lenient It should be consistent children become secure when they know
the rules and boundaries. Discipline is
not meant to satisfy the one giving it,

dictates too much. Virtue takes the middle course.

but to mend the offender; not to hurt

take the child out of the home, but you

so much as to heal; not for vengeance,

cannot take the home out of the child."

Consider this special gift...

The
Remembering
Book
Consider a special gift for
your family this holiday The Remembering Book. Remembering is
a book you will create; a biographical tribute
and collection of memories about a special person
to be shared for generations to come. Available at:
Anthony Funeral Chapel
2305 Monroe Avenue
Rochester, NY 14618
2440770

but for cure.
Besides security, children need love.
In the 13th century Frederick II brought
together a number of abandoned children and put them in the care of nurses, who were instructed never to speak
a word to the children, nor show any
facial emotion or gesture of love. Frederick wanted to find out what language
they would speak. The experiment
failed. All the children died for want
of love.
Love means caring. Loving parents
care for their children's physical needs
(food, clothing and shelter), emotional
needs (acceptance, hugs, kisses, a frequent "I love you"), intellectual needs
(answering questions, listening, taking
them to interesting places and events),
and spiritual needs (seeing that they
attend church every Sunday, go to religious instruction, learn their prayers,
the family rosary, grace before and after meals, good example). "Instruct a
child in the way he should go, and
when he grows old, he will not leave
it" (Proverbs 22:6).
As Will Durant once said: "You can

ANTHONY

Smith, Lotze & Anthony
10 Lapham Park "
Webster, NY 14580
265-9550
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Parents are the bow; their children are
the arrows. The target is heaven. God
has made a crown for each child in
heaven. Parents must help them get
that crown, hit the target.
Finally, children must be obedient.
Jesus was to Mary and Joseph for 30
years. Although He knew more than
they did, He obeyed them. He dreamed
of leaving home early. The incident in
the temple betrays a certain restlessness. Yet He waited 30 years to teach
children to be patient and obedient.
Thus He grew in size and strength,
filled with wisdom, and God's grace.
Lastly, the family is meant to teach
us to live with others. Charity begins
at home. That means we ought to learn
to love others at home — especially the
unlovable. It is the kiss of death if children can't learn to get along with people, for in life what they will encounter
only people.
The church is a family, the world is
meant to be a family. But this will never be unless the home is a family. And
this will only be if we learn to get along
with each other in the family. To do so
is the first step in the family becoming
a holy family.
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PAAL, Quorum's Personal Attack Alarm
that blasts 103dB (inin.) when you
simply pull the pin. Choose either the
standard or sjjorts model. Carry it to
school, the mall, the park, wherever you
go. PAAL lets out a cry for help whenever
you need it. And only Quorum gives
you that kind of techflffflflWT
nology and security.
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21st Century Electronics
Laurelle Ermatinger
(716) 425-3499
FREE DELIVERY

Famous for Quality
Sausage & Meal Products

(716)546-1740
651 Plymouth Ave. N. Rochester, NY \
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ecome an adult volunteer and
give young girls the kind of
B
guidance you had when you were
growing up.. With all of the issues
that young girls deal with today,
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it's easy to get lost without Girl

Scouts or a friend to turn to. You
can make a world of difference,
helping develop the self-confidence
girls need to succeed.

Become A Girl Scout Volunteer. 1-800-333-0692
TTY access available
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