
Mary in the nativity is most lar image 
DAYTON, Ohio (CNS) — When it 

comes to favorite images of Mary, mother 
of Jesus, there are no age or gender gaps. 

A survey by researchers at the Univer-" 
sity of Dayton found that the nativity 
scene is—hands down —the most pop
ular portrayal from the life of the blessed 
Virgin Mary. The majority of respondents 
— of both sexes and ranging in age from 
13to 79 years old—chose scenes depict
ing the birth of Christ as their favorite rep
resentations of Mary. 

"If we look at the best-known and most 
popular events in the year, one that sticks 
out like a sore thumb is Christmas," said 
Marianist Fattier Johann Roten, director 
of the International Marian Research In
stitute and the study's co-author. Eve.-. 
those unfamiliar with the histories of Te 
sus or Mary and related religious teaci .-
ings recognize the nativity, he said. 
"Everyone is confronted with Christmas." 

The ubiquity of nativity scenes partial
ly explains their overwhelming popularity, 
he said. But people also recognize me event 
as being fundamental to Christianity. 

"This is the core statement you make 
about Christianity," he said. "When you 
talk about Christianity, you say first of all 
if s a religion of incarnation, incarnation 
being that God became human reality." 

Besides looking at 12 artworks based 
on events from Mary's life and selecting 
their favorite image, respondents were 
asked to react to the thematic impact of 
12 Mary images and seven styles or peri
ods of art depicting Mary. Roten and Uni
versity of Dayton psychology professor 
Donald Polzella analyzed tine responses 
by age group and sex, breaking ages into 
categories of teens, young adults (those 
up to 24 years old), and adults (those 24 to 
79 years old). The 210 participants were 
predominantly Catholic. 

One schism appeared in the theme sec
tion, with most adults preferring the suf
fering Mary in the Fieta — a representa

tion of the Blessed Mother grieving over 
the body of Jesus after the Crucifixion — 
and with most teens selecting protective 
and comforting Our Lady of the Mantle. 

"Adults are more likely, because they 
are adults, to empathize with Mary hold
ing Jesus, mourning over the lost child," 
Polzella said of preference for the Pieta. 

Roten noted that most adults have ex
perienced loss and suffering. 

Teens are less likely to relate to the 
mother-to-child bond and the emotions 
evoked in that scene. For young people, 
the strong, protective mother image in 
Our Lady of the Mantle is emotionally 
more attractive, Roten said. 

Teenagers and young adults expressed 
about an equal liking for the Renaissance 
and 19th-century period artworks, while 

" adults clearly showed a preference for the 
19th-century images. Other periods or 
styles included icons, Romanesque, Goth
ic, Baroque and 20th century. 

Teens probably gravitated 
toward Renaissance renderings 
of Mary because they are 
prevalent, familiar and "it's the 
way they expect Mary to be de
picted/' Polzella said. Twenti
eth-century art, which teens 
deemed their least favorite, 
lacked that realism, making it 
less appealing. 

"Adults are more sophisti
cated in taste; they're more apt 
to see subtleties_that escape 
children," Polzella said, spec
ulating that adults showed a 
preference for 19th-century im
ages because they are emo
tionally more complex. Roten 
added that adults gravitate to
ward 19th-century images be
cause that period was popular 
when they were growing up. 
Adults also gave thumbs down 
to the 20th-century works, as 

well as Romanesque and Baroque repre
sentations. 

Roten said he conducted the survey to 
evaluate knowledge of the life of Mary 
and to study the connections between art 
and religion. He surveyed students at 
.Catholic high schools; students from Mar-
ianist-run University of Dayton, a Catholic 
university; and adult students at the In
ternational Marian Research Institute on 
the Dayton campus and adults in Cincin
nati. 

Results show that while respondents 
— especially teens and young adults — 
have a positive impression of Mary, they 
are uninformed. He speculated that a shift 
in the late 1970s away from religious in
structions based on definitions, knowl
edge and concepts found in the catechism 
may account for the change, adding that 
art may provide a vehicle for re-educating 
the public about the fundamentals of re
ligion. 

Sherwood Deutsch 
and the staff of, 
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wishes you 

and your family 
a very 

Merry Christmas 
and 

Happy New Year! 
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Great For Holiday Gift Giving 

Rest assured, it 
will wake you up. 

Quorum's A-160 Security Monitor is the 
security system thai will blast KgdB 
(rain.) if anyone forcibly opens a door 
or winduw. It simply detects any sub
sonic shock waves. Best of all, the A-160 
works off a constantly darging battery, 
so it even operates during power outages. 
Only Quorum gives f ^ t n „ m r 

you that kind of tech- UftlKmir 
nology and security. Securing LiW 
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21st Century Electronics 
Laurelle Ermat inger 

(716)425-3499 
FREE In-Home Testing 

SPECIAL NEW YEAR'S EVE MENU 

Jumbo Shrimp Cocktai 
Junto Shrimp Scampi. 

5). $7.95 
...46.95 

Artichoke French 
Clams Casino 

$7.95 
$6.95 

OPEN NEW YEAR'S DAY 12 N O O N - 8 PM 

al drre~ itkjfe a chote of sup or saod and a didca of tried poet) or pasa 
•NY Sip Steak (12 oz.) _ .414.95 
•Prime Rto 10oz.413.95 •14az._t15.95 • 16oz.418.95 
•Broied Scalrjps in v*e sauce. .$1235 
"Seated fa Darto. , - $16.95 
•Veal Vesuvio $14.95 
"Chfcten Arfthoke Ran ;. 413.95 
•Surf & Turf. 42950 
lobster Tai (8c_) _. .$21.95 

OPEN ALL YEAR 
Lunches 11:30-4pm; Dinners *-9pm, Frf&Sat _ 10 
Cocktai Hour Noon- pm, Mon - Frf; Free Food 4-6 pm 
Now Booking P-r__» A S h o w n 

•ftomotonal aupons rot «U wti tfe New Years Be Meru. 

caf 323-1950 
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Mr. Dominies 

Call for Reservations 
865-4630 

4699 Lake Ave., Rochester 

Thursday, December 23,1993 

Champagne at Midnight 
Breakfast Buffet at 1am 

ur Regular Menu plus these specials 

Prime Rto Dominic's Cut $14.95 
Alaskan Crab Legs $14.95 
Lobster French wfth artichoke french $17.95 
24 oz. Porterhouse Steak. $18.95 
FuJ Rack of Lamb $17.95 

fiat Rirj#-Lew Owlestoral -LowFat 
Gried Fresh Svvcflffish $14.95 
Pasta Louie w/ clams, shrimp, sundried 
& plum tomatoes on Snguini $14.95 
Pasta Josephine w/ scallops, shrimp, 
mussels, sundried & fresh tomatoes- $14.75 
Pasta w/fresh BasS & fresh tomatoes $8.95 
Surf & Turf 
8 oz tendatoin 4 oz. tail.. $1975 
8 oz. tendeftoin 8 oz. tail $27.95 
16 oz. Lobster Tai., $29.70 
Jumbo Shrimp Cocktail (4) $450 
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Banquet Center, Ltd. 

Now Accepting Reservations for our 
GALA NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY 

Featuring 

Private 
Drive 

A Local Band 

Reserve Your Place Today! Call for more details 

$79.95 
per couple 

Plus tax, gratuity BANQUET &. CONFERENCE CENTER 
767 Holt Road • P.O. Box 306 • Webster, NY 14580 

(716)872-4000 
"^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Enjoy our elegant yet 
casual atmosphere featuring 

Italian specialties, steaks & seafood 

Serving 
Christmas Eve • 5-9pm 
New Year's Eve • 5-12M 

Lunch Tues. -Fri. 
Dinner Mon. - S a t 

Located Down the Road 
from the Greece Marriott 

831FetznerRd. 
comer Maiden Lane 

225-2500 
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CELEBRATE 
NEW YEAR'S EVE 

at 

oqans 
W _ / SINCE 1955 

SINCE 1955 

PARTY H O U S E 
1420 Scottsville Rd. 

9:00pm-10:00pm Deluxe Buffet 
9:00pm-2:00am Open bar 

1:00am-2:00am Sandwiches, 
Danish & Coffee 

Buffet Includes: 
' Shrimp Cocktail • Italian Sausage 

Roast Sirloin of Beef 
• Hot Baked Ham 
• Roast Chicken 

• Macaroni 
• Meatballs in Sauce 
• Potatoes. Salads. Eta 

Live Music by Time Piece for 
Your Dancing & Dining Pleasure 

9:30pm to 2:00am 

'90°% couple 
Includes tax & gratuity 

Wine served with meal. 

Reservations must be paid by Dec. 28th 

CALL TODAY: 235-6978 
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