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Young mom to share first Yule with daughter

strong discovered she was five months
pregnant, she contemplated abortion.

As she talked about her experience in the
Greece, N.Y., home she shares with her moth-
er and brother, she touched upon many of the
reasons sone young womern abort unplanned
pregnancies — and many of the reasons oth-
ers decide to have their babies. ‘

Tessa’s thoughts during this season of
Christ’s birth to a young, thoughiﬁd woman
named Mary, echo that event’s miraculous
unexpectedness.

Last ]anuary when an unwed Tessa Arm-

By Rob Cullivan
Staff writer

“I’'m against abortion, but I was afraid
of having her this early,” said Tessa Arm-
strong, a 19-year-old graduate of Greece-
Arcadia High School.

s comment referred to her 8-
month-old daughter, Samantha, born
April 20 of this year.

The reaction among many of her
friends didn’t help to alleviate those fears
of losing her teenage years — and her
dreams for the future — to an unexpect-
ed child, she added. :

"'Iheyfeltlwasgomgtobeheddown,
she said

Armstrong explained that only one of
her friends went out of her way to main-
tain a relationship with Tessa when her
pregnancy was revealed. That particular
friend even took her to doctors’ appoint-
ments when necessary.

“It let me know who my real friends
were,” she said.

Armstrong had also broken up with the
child’s father before knowing she was
pregnant. Although she said he knows

éabout Samantha, Armstrong said he has
‘not attempted to contact her.

Despite the lack of support from most
of her peers and the absence of the baby’s
father, Armstrong decided to keep her
baby after reflecting on her situation —
one she knows often leads other women
to choose abortion. A

“In my situation, it would’ve been a
form of birth control,” she said. “I would-
n’t be able to forgive myself.”

Even at her young age, Armstrong fore-
saw regretting an abortion for another
reason.

“If I didn’t have her now, and I could-
n’t have kids later ...,” she said, trailing
off.

Once she made up her mind, either
way, no one could have changed it, she
asserted.

“I'm kind of stubborn,” she said.

Yet, Armstrong acknowledged that the

Problem Pregnancy Help Center at 3252

Lake Ave., Rochester, outlined options
that helped her choose against abortion.
The center is an incorporated lay
Catholic ministry, according to Patricia
Amato, director. In addition to promot-
ing chastity through programs in schools

R,

S. John WIlkinIStaﬁ photographer

Armstrong now feels like
helping abused children.
That's what is driving her to
pursue a master’s degree in
social work — a goal she is
striving to achieve at Mon-
roe Community College’s E.
Kent Damon City Center.

She sees herself interven-
ing in situations in which
children are hurt by their
parents and the parents can’t
handle their children’s be-
havior.

“Someone needs to be a
middle man, to get things
under control,” she said.

As for her own child,
Armstrong is more than
pleased that she made the
decision to keep Samantha.

“She’s here for a reason,”
the young mother said.

As for the friends who
scattered when she told
them she was pregnant?

“As soon as | had her,
everyone came over,” she
said with a smile.

And it’s a smile that cross-
es Gurak’s face when she
thinks of all the girls she has
counseled who are strug-
gling with unplarned preg-
nancies.

“When they come in and

Tessa Armstrong gives her 8-month-old daughter Samantha hugs and kisses in the Greece say they’re keeping a baby
home she shares with her mother and brother.

Samantha plays wlth her toys on the
living room floor before she takes an
afternoon nap.

and churches, the center provides mater-
ial and counseling assistance to pregnant
women, Amato added.

A friend referred Armstrong to the
agency where a counselor told her “if |
needed anything, she’d be here for me,”
Armstrong recalled.

That counselor was Betty Gurak, who
said she was ecstatic at the news that
Armstrong had decided to keep the child.

“My heart just floated with happiness,”
she said.

After deciding to keep her baby, Arm-

strong sought private tutoring through

her high school because she felt uncom-
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fortable attending classes there. She re-
ceived the tutoring and earned her de-

gree.

She also credited her mother for being
supportive of her decision to bear Saman-
tha

”.My mom and my family told me to
do what I felt,” she remembered.

After Christmas
Sale
40% off
all Christmas items
beginning 12/27
Colony Card & Gift Shoppe

840 Merchants Road
654-9860

— there’s a Christmas pre-

sent,” she exclaimed.
o000

EDITORS’ NOTE — Problem Pregnan-
cy Help Center is open daily from 10 a.m. to
3 p.m., except Thursdays (6 to 8 p.m.). The
center has evening hours on Mondays and
Wednesdays as well. The center also makes
appointments for material assistance. Call
716/865-0360 for information.
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. SALE
DEC. 26TH TO JAN. SRD

' NOT GOOD ON SALE ITEMS
Excludes only Dept. 56 and Special Orders
| Good OnDec.26thtoJan3rd |

MUST PRESENT WITH PURCHASE
| MU OnMore Than Onglter, | 2

The Avon Coppersmlth Gift Shop

5480 E. Avon Rd. - Routes 5&20 - East Avon, NY 14414 - 716-226-3453
Special Store Hours For Sale: Mon. thru Sun. 106 Closed New Year's Day

AFTER CHRISTMAS

*Selected Ornaments - OUR

(Look for Green Tags) ROOM AREA

30% OFF Precious Moments, 50% OFF Precious Moments Accessories
SAVE ON ITEMS LIKE: Collector Plates, Christmas Santas, Rockwells,
Dolls, Carousel Horses, Fenton Glass and Other Fine Gifts.
OVER 140 HUMMELS IN STOCK AT 25% - 40% OFF

| *25% oo, | 60% OFF RETAIL
In Our Upstairs
ATTIC SHOP

ATTENTION COLLECTORS
oHummel o Bells *Plates &
Rociweil & Plates * Music Boxes * Fine Att
-Ann(FenaMm)wmcmus * Beer Steins Redin & n
* Collacior Plates wood, ami Wi
Pendeiphin Figurines » Paperweights Rotand, Sports,
Ispanky *Thambles 5 B&G Royal A
‘Pmb?'m « MT Hummel Showcase Dealer
. Selection of M Hummel
E,wm Bird & Arwmnal Figurines Best Oid & News
Porcelaing Q. Armani, Marurd

*60% OFF ITEMS IN
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