Advent fosters aware ,zess of (

By Bishop Matthew H. Clark

As the Advent season unfolds I
continue to reflect on the ebb and flow of
human experience.

In that process, at least as it has .

developed for me during this holy
season, one remembers the events,
realities and relationships of life and, in
the remembering, begins to distinguish
the lasting from the passing, the
substantial from the trivial, the life- -
giving from those things that diminish
life.

You understand of course that this
kind of process is not a mechanical one. It
is not precise and even at its best yields
nothing resembling a computer printout.

Nor is this reflection on human
experience an activity that ought to be
confined to these few weeks at the
beginning of the church’s year.

Rather, the church, by means of its
Advent invitation to remember and
reflect, wants to stimulate in us an aware-
ness that our God loves us so deeply as
to be involved in the human story
through creative and redemptive love.
~ That involvement does not take place
at the expense of human freedom. God'’s
presence does not coerce, intimidate or
bully. God’s activity among us invites, in-
spires, encourages and guides.

God’s presence among us is not a

for us for all the days of our lives, in
every breath that we draw.

-We're reminded of all of that through
the course of our Advent readings. God’s
presence and activity among the people
of Israel was not a guarantee that they
would be carefree. It was a sign of
fidelity that kept the promise alive even
in the most painful of circumstances,
even when the people were at their
worst. Although the people were unfaith-
ful to the covenant, God was never
unfaithful to the covenant.

It is at the core of our Christian

tradition that God’s saving presence and .

activity among us became enfleshed in
Jesus. Jesus shows us the face of God and
expresses in his conduct all that God calls

“when we remember that the love of God

_Bible was composed in the context of
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he is full of kindness and great:
compassion. To whom did he ever speak
an angry word? To those who wanted to
replace-love with power. To those who
placed heavy burdens on the shoulders
of others and did nothing to help them
bear their heavy burdens.

Our call to remember, to ponder these
realities during the Advent season, is not
a church version of the nostalgia trend
we have experienced in our country. Nor
is it to distract us from the sometimes
harsh realities of contemporary life.

Quite the contrary, it is meant to help
us to look at life honestly and to face its
demands lovingly. And it wants to tell us
that both honesty and love are possible
for us, and can even be joyful for us

is withus in it all. (I find it helpful to
remember that almost every book of the

some crisis!)

We dow’t have much time before
Christmas and, surely, we are all busy.
But, in the midst of our activity, I hope
we carnvencourage one another to remem-
ber the living, active, saving reality of
God’s love among us.

For, finally, it is in celebration of that
love, available to us in Jesus, that all of
the activity is generated. And, when the
activity is long forgotten, that love will
still be alive among us, calling us to more

vengeful, punishing one. It is rather the
expression of a loving and abiding care

us and enables us to be. In his life; life. - -
preeminently in his suffering and death,

Peace to all.
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Imported Specialties « Seafood and Smoked Fish

@' PITTSFORD FISH MARKET |

= Pittsford Colony Plaza - 3400 Monroe Avenue
-

.\l’!i'(‘l.\l,'l.'\' FOR ALL YOUR

AG SEAFOOD i

L NEEDS DURING St
THE HOLIDAYS K&

COLD CUTS
OPEN 7 DAYS - 381-819( FreshFish - Live Lobster
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Hoti"ish to Go

SOUTHVIEW PHYSICAL THERAPY

*MAKES A DjFFERENbE IN RELIEVING
* Neck & Shoulder Pain
* Low Back Symptoms
¢ Tendonitis & Bursitis
* Knee Prablems
e TMJ Pain
WESTFALL PROFESSIONAL PARK
880 Westfall Road, Suite D
Call For Information

WHEN YOUR GUESTS ARRIVE...

treat them to a memorable occasion at the old
Mill. Romantic views of the Park and elegant
surroundings in our new Indian Landing
Room. Festive menus and creative ideas for
weddings, rehearsals, showers — sefved or
buffet for large (150) or small events.

Call Kelly Paris
(716) 381-1880

1880 Blossom Road
Ellison Park

“An American Restaurant™

.OPERA THEATRE OF ROCHESTER

presents

" Begin a famlly tradition
with this Holiday classic
— performed in English
at the Eastman Theatre

December 29 and 30** at 7:30 p.m.
Special family matinee:
December 31** at 2:00 p.m.
(A family of 4 can attend for only $36!)

**Performances on December 30 and
31 will be interpreted for the hearing
impaired

Call Now for Tickets!
Ticket Express, 100 East Avenue
call 222-5000 for single tickets
$10.50 - $25.50 for December 29 & 30

g st qe $10.50 ($7.50 children & students) for December 31 matinee
subscription/group discounts 232-2400
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