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Parish gives to com

Parish
Profile

BRIGHTON — To learn about one of
the most interesting aspects of Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish, try traveling to
Kowak, Tanzania, where the curious will
find Lourdes’ “twin” parish of St. Brigit's.

Since September of 1992, Lourdes
parishioners have given a monthly aver-
age collection of $2,000 to fund a health
center in Kowak. In addition, they have
also paid to have donated textbooks
mailed to a school there.

“It's new money,” commented parish
council secretary David E. Decker, who
handles publicity and fundraising for
the twinning project. “The contributions
to the parish have not dwindled because
of this.”

Of course, keeping contributions
steady does take some work on the part
of Decker, who edits monthly newslet-
ters from two lay Maryknoll missionar-
ies — Dr. Gregory Ryan, a physician,
and his wife, Marian Carney Ryan, a
school teacher — who direct the parish’s
funds in Tanzania. '

Letters the couple sends home become
inserts in the Brighton parish’s bulletin,
Decker said, adding that he keeps a dis-
play of pictures from St. Brigit’s in a side-
entrance area to the church on the corner
of Rhinedliff and Imperial drives.

“The idea is to keep it in front of the
people so that they don’t forget about it,
and we can reach our goal of $2,000,”
Decker said.

If any parishioner did happen to for-
get about St. Brigit's, frequent corre-
spondence from the Ryans would quick-
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brate First Friday Adoration in the church’s chapel on Dec. 3.
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according to Vatican II's liturgical
directives.

about us,” she remarked.

Part of what attracts parishioners to
Lourdes is its extensive opportunities
for lay liturgical involvement, according
to Kathryn P. Weider, one of three music
ministry coordinators at the parish.

Weider noted that Lourdes boasts a -
children’s choir; a hand-bell choir; a
mentoring program for teenagers inter-
ested in cantoring; a Resurrection choir
for funeral services; an adult choir; and
opportunities for instrumentalists to
play at Mass, she said.

In particular, she explained the impor-
tance of including small children in
liturgies through singing.

“It really does enable them to experi-
ence leadership at an early age,” she said.

That emphasis on leadership through
participation in parish life extends to the
parish council, according to William G.
Bauer, chairman.

The parish council has never put any
issue to a vote, instead preferring to reach
a consensus on issues, he said, noting that
Father O’Connor sets the tone for such an
approach by insisting that everyone’s
voice on the council be heard.

“We don'’t always all walk away hap-
py, but we all feel we’ve gotten a say,”
Bauer said. “You feel an an involvement
in the process, rather than someone dic-
tating to you.”

Father O’Connor credited his staff for
much of the parish’s successes, conclud-
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