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This week's featured
community in our semimonthly series focusing on
d i o c e s a n c h u r c h e s is
Brighton's Our Lady of
Lourdes, whose parishioners are helping fund a
crucial health center for
their 'twin' parish of St Brigif s in Tanzania. Page 7.
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US. bishops release
migration document
EDITORS' NOTE: On Nov. 16, the U.S. bishops' Committee on
Migration released the following statement, titled, "The Injustice of
Anti-Foreigner Sentiment:"
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HOPEFUL ARRIVALS — Anxiously awaiting their new beginnings, immigrants of all ages journey to America around the turn of the century.
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"For the Lord your God ... renders justice for the orphans
and the widows, and befriends the aliens, feeding and clothing them. So you must befriend the aliens, for you were once
aliens yourselves" (Dt. 10:17-19).
As pastors, we are deeply concerned about the growing
hostility toward immigrants evident now in some parts of our
society and even, sad to say, supported by some public officials. This hostility is often expressed by publicly blaming our
current economic and social difficulties on foreigners who
have come to the United States seeking a new life. In the context of Catholic social teaching and in the light of our JudeoChristian heritage, such an attitude is not acceptable. Some
public officials are calling for and/or initiating public policies
that tend to foster an attitude of selfishness and greed, racism
and cultural bias. There are some who would even go so far as
to restrict basic health and educational services which are due
by right to every human being. We must raise our collective
voice to protest this mentality and call for a change of heart
and a renewed commitment as a nation to solidarity with immigrants and refugees.
From time to time in our nation's history we have seen periods of nativism. This form of ethnic and social isolationism
which favors one's own citizens to an exaggerated degree
plays on the unfounded personal and social fears of immigrants. In this situa- £ m _ _ _ ^ - ^ -~
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us" become scapegoats for all of the ills
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nativism deeply embeds itself into the
very fabric of our
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common economic,
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Mt. 25:35
that the growing negative rhetoric about immigrants and the attendant policy proposals and legislation at the national, state and local levels
brings about a new wave of nativism which is destructive to
the development of healthy communities. Those communities
prosper when old and potentially new groups of citizens learn
to live and work together.
As a nation we need to stop and think about what is at stake
and what we lose by blaming and rejecting immigrants. Certain values hold our society together and give shape and common expression to our lives. Respect for people and their human dignity, family relationships, the strength arising from
diverse cultures and the commitment to the common good of
our society are placed in jeopardy when we too easily reject
the sojourners, strangers and aliens in our midst. Americans
cannot deny the great contributions made by immigrants in
the building and continuing development of our society.
Our biblical tradition, the social teachings of our church
and our nation's history all provide a strong basis of support
for immigrants and refugees. Jesus' own words, "I was a
stranger and you welcomed me" (Mt. 25:35), should be our
guiding ethic and action. At a time of continuing deep recession and general anxiety about the future for so many, the
temptation to blame immigrants is all too easy. We must resist
this temptation. Rather than reject immigrants we should reject the political cynicism of the anti-foreigner sentiment
A more open attitude toward immigrants reflects an awareness of the underlying causes of the mass migration in the
world today. The widening gap between rich and poor nations, ecological disasters and ethnic conflicts contribute to
this mass migration. The postrCold War era has ushered in a
new time of uncertainty. Ethnic wars, economic and political
collapse, and a legitimate desire to improve the daily circumstances of life for one's family motivate many to search for
new opportunities in countries outside their homelands.
WhOe it is true mat no one country can respond totally or take
in all those seeking freedom and a new life, the world of nations simply cannot shut its eyes or doors. The most vulnerable in the world — those with nowhere to lay their heads beContinued on page 18
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