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Prepare as if He were to come today

Care present, in mystery, to teach us that | to you; try to hear what Jesus is doin;
——— gz;aet:;h?:rﬁg Shamon God wants toysav:;y us. And His com- foryyoutr—y He loves you], He cares fogr
TRIVERMI- : ing in the future, in majesty, to teach | you, He forgives you. He is calling
szed safe & 3 .

ainst hook Sunday’s Readings: (R3) Mark us to prepare ourselves now, to wake | you to love, to care, to forgive. Can't

orms in dogs 13:33-37; (R1) Isaiah 63:16-17, 19; 54:2- up. ] you hear Him? Or are you deaf like

e O-T-C. At 7; (R2) 1 Corinthians 1:3-9. : Yet do we listen? How often we the dumb old doll?

IA&DY\QISARE One day when I was instructing an think of salvation, like the Jews of old. Some years ago, a tourist visited a
eighth-grade class about Advent, I They misconstrued redemption to | Castle Villa Asconti on the shores of
brought a doll with me into the class- mean deliverance from enemies, slav- | Lake Como in northern Italy. The only

bing. room. I shook the doll and said, ery and oppression. one to meet and greet him was an old

——— “Wake up! It's time to get up!” The Don’t we make the same mistake? | gardener. Everything was in perfect

aa & HEsTING dumb doll said nothing, but slept on. What others do very often speaks so | order.

o So again, I shook the doll and said, loudly that we don’t hear what God is The visitor asked the gardener

2 ﬂ “Wake up! You'll be late for school. constantly doing for us. Asaresult we | when the owner had last been there.
You'll miss the bus.” There was, of FO R are liable to think of redemption as be- “Twelve years ago,” answered the

unt course, no response. ing a deliverance from the sins of oth- | gardener.

132-2000 So I said to the class, “You see, this S U N D AY ers against us: their rash judgments of “Does he ever write?”
doll has ears, and yet it doesn’t hear. I : us, their misunderstandings that hurt “No.”
could talk to it for hours and get us, their injustices, petty persecutions “Where do you get your instruc-
nowhere.” Then I would ask the class, of us at home or at work. tions?”

“Do you know what I'm driving at?” Advent means “to come.” Oh, When we go to confession and say “From his agent in Milan.”
Some people are just like the doll. | you’ve heard that before. we are uncharitable, don’t we say this, “Doesn’t the master ever come?”

Although they have ears, they don't
hear. You can talk to them till you're
blue in the face and they just don’t
seem to hear what you are saying.
Actually, that is why the church,
year after year, starts all over again
and repeats the same old message. The
church hopes that maybe someday

Advent celebrates the three com-
ings of the Lord. His first coming in
history, at Bethlehem; His second
coming in mystery, at baptism and at
every Mass; His third coming in
majesty, at the end of the world —
“the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

The church speaks of these three

because we are too preoccupied with
the sins of others against us, because
we resent them, because we are react-
ing against them or talking about
them.

It is wrong to listen to what others
have done to us and not to hear what
Jesus is coming to do for us.

“Nol”
“But you keep the grounds as if
your master were coming tomorrow.”
The old gardener corrected him and
said, “Today, sir, today.” Everything
was manicured as if the master were
coming today.
So it is with Christ. He came, He
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TREE FARM

We Open
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& The Christmas Barn Boutique Craft Shop
« Wreaths . Omamenfs . Home Baked Goods « Gifts

Christmas Trees;
" Visit'& Cut your Own
« Douglas Fir - Spruce + Scotch Pine
» Concolor Fir - Fraser Fir « Balsamn Fir

we'll hear and listen and wake up. comings of Christ. His coming in the So every year the church at Advent | will come. But more important, He
So next Sunday, another church | past, in history, to teach us that God | repeats the same old message: don’t | comes, not tomorrow, but today.
year begins with another Advent. cares and loves us. His coming in the | Dbe listening to what others are doing Are we awake? Are we prepared?

Kids’ Chronicle Answer Key
1. goats 2. sheep 3. dove
4. dogs 5. eagle 6. fish
7. foxes 8. frogs 9. ram
10. horse
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r;ur?’:. Cathedral Size
The S‘tvafld Straight Tree Stand an easy, convenient
S T T _way to make sure your tree stands straight.
; é - We cut and deliver, to your specifications the same day.
e e Mon-Fri 105, Sat & Sun 95
\ 663 Furman Rd. - Fairport - 377-7685
ANING jf D T R T Tt it T T i e e
o # ADVERTISE YOUR SEASONAL GOODIES §
SE ] . in the Couriers
:&?& - 2 ~ - ..
| §  Huoliday Gift Guide 3
. , ; 3 ' W ‘ . . % : . . % .
_ : 4 Luckily, we met William Jones
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-- Reach our 70,000 readers as they }.;)lan 4 He needed wiring and electrical work-desperately.
' r: So we stepped in, loaned the money and lined up the contractor.
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