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The Three Musketeers is the story of a valiant

band of swordsmen.

Though many senseless liberties are
taken with the original, the core of the
story remains with country youth
D’ Artagnan (Chris O'Donnell) journey-
ing to 16th-century Paris to become a
musketeer in the king’s elite guard.

After crossing swords with a rollicking

[l

trio of musketeers (Kiefer
_Sutherland, Charlie Sheen
and Oliver Pratt), the four
get down to the serious
 business of saving the
throne of France from the
wicked Cardinal Richelieu
(Tim Curry).
Director Stephen Herek’s
heavy-handed attempts to
_ portray this lightweight
foursome as lighthearted
heroes is as unconvincing
as the movie’s comic vil-
lains are obnoxious.
Though the production is
handsomely mounted,
most of its energy is wasted
on the huffing and puffing
of the ever-grinning, al-
ways hammy musketeers.
Curry’s broad perfor-
mance as the venal cardinal
is a bundle of sneers and
winks that only emphasize
the bad taste of the parody.
Sheen'’s jokey concerns
about true religion while

anizing are equally taste-
less.

The end result is a glossy
miscalculation that turns a
durable adventure classic
into a campy, often mean-
spirited comedy.

Because of much stylized violence, sex-
ual references and jokey treatment of reli-
gion, the U.S. Catholic Conference classi-
fication is A-IIl — adults. The Motion Pic-
ture Association of America rating is PG
— parental guidance suggested.
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Book is not just ‘ordinary’

Ordinary Time, by Nancy Mairs; Bea-
con Press (Boston, Mass., 1993); 238
pages; $20.

By Sister Margaret Brennan, SSJ
Guest contributor

Not long ago I tuned into an interview
program on the car radio. The interview-
er was speaking with Nancy Mairs
about Mairs’ recent book, Ordinary Time.
The title caught my attention, but at first
I only half-listened to the interview.

Mairs seems to be an essay writer ... a
convert to Catholicism ... living (and dy-
ing) with crippling multiple sclerosis ...
her husband living (and dying) with
cancer ... naming this book after the
longest liturgical season ... struggling
with the dichotomy of being Catholic
and a feminist.

There was something about her voice,
about her right and careful use of words,
about the smile I could hear as she spoke
of her unlikely home in the Catholic
Church, about the wry humor that in-
formed her answers, that made me listen
more closely. I knew I had to read this
book.

The next day I found Ordinary Time
and read it in one sitting. I've gone back
to it since and keep it for the day I'll
need it again, if only for the lovely ca-
dence of its prose or the wonderful side-
ways look at our church, or the wrench-
ing courage of this “ordinary” woman.

Not an autobiography in the strict
sense, Ordinary Time is a series of autobi-
ographical essays written somewhat
chronologically. This form gives the
writer room to develop some themes
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and to reiterate her statement that she is
not a moral theologian, nor a biblical
scholar, nor a proselytizer. She speaks
only for herself and I found that voice
quite enough for me.

Some of Mairs’ ideas will shock and be-
wilder you; some will comfort and
cleanse; all are provocative and born of
experience. She speaks with a terrible can-
dor about marriage and infidelity, about
her experience as a woman, as a Catholic
woman, as a person with a degenerative
disease. Sometimes I had to put the book
down and do something else. It was too
intimate, too real for me. I was embar-
rassed for her. | wondered how she could
write with such raw honesty.

And then I'd come across a.wonderful
sentence, a perfect phrase. She would
call her prayer “muttering to God” or
she’d say that Emmanu-el, God with us,
is the one continuing miracle, “an as-
tounding state of affairs,” or that “com-
ing to death is a kind of conversion ex-
perience, a turning away from old
angers and infidelities, a turning toward
this moment, and this moment and this
one, and this.” And then I could better
understand her need for disclosures.

Ordinary Time is an extraordinary
book — a funny, painful, absolutely can-
did story of someone who is searching
for God, who finds a certain but uneasy
home in the Catholic Church, and who
faces death and life with equal measures
of hope and dread.

I suggest that it be read first as a
whole, cover to cover. Then, if and when
you are unsettled, touched or cracked
open, read it again. Slowly this time.
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R Gift Ideas include:

Celebrate Christmas

B FOR KIDS: The Wonder Bible, Sammy's Tree-Meadows Christmas
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¥ Adventure, Quigley's Village Videos, The Picture Bible Dictionary.
FOR MOM & DAD: Dobson's When God .
Doesn't Make Sense, Swindoll's Flying Closer to

American Dream.

§FOR EVERYONE: Music Including
Carman's The Standard, 4 Him The
Season of Love, M.W. Smith's The
1st Decade,Fontanini omaments

& glitterdomes.

Irondequoit Mall (N

gthe Flame, Burkett's Whatever Happened to the

(Near Sears on lst Floor)
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