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1984 and now serves as the cluster’s per-
manentdeacon.

Campanelli noted that collection en-
velopes are kept separate for the three
churches, but all the money goes into
one bank account.

The clustering aspect surfaced fre-
quently during the recent diocesan Syn-
od, said Budney.

“One of the needs we had heard was
the need for community and caring
within our parish. That was brought out
in the first (parish-level) meetings,” ac-
knowledged Budney, who served as a
regional Synod commissioner for
Chemung and Schuyler counties.

She added that these meetings helped
reaffirm the concept of three parishes as
one.

“There had not really been a time be-
fore that when we could sit down and
share our concerns. I think we all gained
from it and seemed to become closer,”
said Budney. “The word “community’
keeps popping into mind. We are three
small communities who have learned to
share with one another.”

Both she and Father Connor were

Founded In 1866, St. John the Bap-
tist is located at 325 Lake St.
pleased that “Building Small Christian
Communities” was one of the five prior-
ities selected at October’s General Synod
in Rochester.

“We're giving people a sense of be-

St.Cecllia’s Church, 950 Lake St.,
was founded in 1904.

longing and identity while still being in
a cluster,” said the pastor.

Father Gramkee, who nows serves as
pastor of St. Patrick Church ‘in Seneca
Falls, noted that he constantly promoted
the all-for-one, one-for-all aititude dur-
ing his tenure as the cluster’s pastor,

which covered almost 10 years.

“One of the things which pleased me
so much was that those who would tend
to be enthusiastic with their individual
parishes were always willing to override
those feelings,” remarked Father Gram-
kee. “It was always marvelous.”

Not only is the parish adapting to
clustering, but also to the changing face
of a neighborhood which lost much of
its residential section with the flood.

Whereas many parishioners once
lived just walking distance away from
the three churches, many of today’s
parishioners — such as Budney — no
longer live in eastern Elmira but come
from other parts of the city as well as
surrounding towns.

Sister Kathleen Bayer, RSM, who
serves as the cluster’s pastoral associate,
noted that geography tends to take a
back seat to parish loyalty.

"The people certainly love their
church very, very much,” remarked Sis-
ter Bayer, who arrived at Ss. Peter and
Paul as pastoral associate nearly 10
years ago. “And I think that’s why they
continue to stay with it.”

1 J - Y [
| Mother Church’ endures adversity to become a diocesan treasure
By Father Robert F. McNamara : :egr;cj):ations had to be done all over
Guest contributor Even worse were the floods of
The first Mass of record was celebrated in Elmira 1946 and 1972. Ss. Peter and Paul
aena ] , in 1834. Since Chemung County was then part of Church is no more than a third of a
'hotographer | the New York diocese, Elmira’s Catholics were mile from the Chemung River, usu-
served by New York missionary priests working ally placid but sometimes danger-
i out of Auburn, Geneva, Binghamton or Owego for ougn Voo 25, 1946, the Ch
arish ; the next 13 years. ay 28, , the Chemung
,' gel:fved ;; When the Buffalo diocese was established in jumped its banks, inundated down-
feCatholic B 1847 to include both Chel’nu}'\g and Tioga counties, town, and submerged the church’s
sonJan.1, B John Timon, the diocese’s first bishop, mstrgcted pews. After the ebb, the pastor, Fa-
joined the Father John Sheridan of Owego to establish a ther William J. Naughton, had weeks
' parish in Elmira. Father Sheridan subsequently of hous”e-cleamlpg ahead of him.
Aasses are lb;:ﬂ; a small brick church dedicated to Ss. Peter and 23T?;72A§}1§ih f‘i?;deir:: rr]l \;1;: s(e):
. ]siht:,dtge " Named in 1850 to succeed the ailing Father structive, did not provide a fond
nd Paul of}: Sheridan, Father John Boyle soon discovered that welcome for the newly arrived pas-
tayand 10 § the original church building was poorly construct- torl,l Father Ec:ward J. Fo()jcag; wtl:é
olds a Sun- ed. In 1854, therefore, he launched plans to con- yellow ~waters inun
; struct the current brick edxﬁcg. Little is known church’s mterxfr morfe than 10 feel:
g | church—~ though modest — has n ar of quiet i et only on the fleor but up.the
IOO-famﬂy tinction._- ough mades 1 walls. Fortunately, the rich marble
I:vu;:yén a Like the Catholic Church itself, this building has Fitzgerald altar (1924) suffered little,
i leted
| nergetie e v misfortine ccurred duing the painfull e he all o 1973,
of the clif, 1 w bmtldn;:ls 0 edocfro 1854%% 81113 ada 12’1 Since World War 11, the neighbor-
fast a pace, Dece et 3o f ounting hood has changed and the parish
ween,” re- December, 1856, Father Boyie, after mounting the ooulation ha ged a d the gw ish
ferent peo- scaéfcgdlgg thhHI\SPECt e Pr'l(')llsdaﬁg totgleerg;\?::g El\lg)other Church” and tv'vo of its
paces, but et disvarbud tho pavichion i Ti daughters from .the Eastside
ther.” ; deeply disturbed the parishioners. Bishop unu(in da tthHC rs from the  Eastsids
. mun;qmu]e, ‘1/\;35135!17311 thnllablectlobdet?\m%tsﬂtglennew Chm.Cht ‘&)lrt‘nIlos): Ss. Peter and Paul Churgh re-
= €0 it- 8 l{ , dj . l-li{e vi d wsgtshl(.ee‘éf);en ation ; mains, nonetheless, a building of
li, whobe- & B as deepl ""Z.iﬁed oS ere S. John Wilkin/Staff photographer  nostalgic beauty. As the third-oldest
New York Tublet: “Already,” he added, “the mostre-  damage from two fioods since its founding In 1848. diocese, it lifts its square-crenelated
' spectable Protestants have spoken for pews, and  line, however, it suffered three more major shocks.  tower proudly on high.
some are making preparation for baptism.” First came the fire of 1915. Father John Long had eee
Elmira’s Catholic “Mother Church” subsequent-  just finished lengthening the building and redeco- Father McNamara, diocesan archivist, lives at St.
ly parented “seven daughter churches”. Along the rating the edifice when a fire broke out inside. The  Thomas the Apostle Church in Rochester.

****MOVIE*TRIVIA****

I—— 1 Question: What is the name of the evil Sultan in WEGMANS HOME VIDEO COUPON 1
L ‘WIN ONE YEAR OF | the movie Aladint FOR 1 MOVIE RENTAL
ALS FROM ~ | 2 1 I
RENT ' A r Rent any movie at regular price and receive
nswe l 2nd movie of equal or lesser value free. I
Name: (Proper 1.D. required for membership.)
. I Coupon not va (Ld with any other specials. I
Address Limit 1 per transaction.
City: State: Zip: l Coupon valid on l
Last month’s winner: Cathy Simmons of Rochester comrectly identified one day rentals.
mon win|
Andie MacDowell as the sweet TV News Producer in the movie l Valid only in stores I
Gmllld with Video depts.
Hog Day. | Coupon Value...up to 2.00 l
|:mlt 1 thru 12/31/93. |

MUST BE RECEIVED BY MIDNIGHT, DECEMBER 10. Random drawing of correct entries to be held December 13
RULES: ALL BN TR e by mail to: Catholic Courier, Movie Trivia, 1150 Buffalo-Rd., Rochester,

Catholic C Representatives. Entries must be
th’lYY 1462:18$nsr\ﬁnnef will be notified rlg mail. Pnze is one year of Wegmans Video Rentals, membership is free and is requlred Prize

" is not exchangeable for cash or other

Thursday, November 25, 1993




