‘Senior Feature

(Top) WOKR-TV Channel 13 an-
chorman Don Alhart holds up a box
of Ritz crackers for contestants to
price during the ‘The Price is Right’
championship game at St. Ann’s
Home, 1500 Portland Ave., Roches-
ter, on Thursday, Nov. 4. Alhart
served as host and game master.
Sponsored by the Rochester Asso-
ciation of Homes and Services for
the Aging, the tournament featured
contestants from 14 different
homes for the aged. (Bottom) Muriel
Landsman, a resident of the Jewish
Homé of Rochester, matches prices
to toois during the competition.

MIDTOWN MANOR
(For Age 52 and Older)
Convenient Downtown Location, walk
to shopping. On a direct busline.

e Studio: $280
* One Bedroom: $351
All Utilities Included, Monthly Mass
Services, Section 8 Accepted

546-3650

475 East Broad St.

Men & Women;s Filled
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LoTempio

hoe Store
; A) u‘ Certified Shoe Technician

671-8289

790 Ridge Rd. Webster

(Just west of 5 Mile Line Rd.) b

Lin-David's Beauty Salon

667 Emerson St. (cor. Curlew & Emerson)

(716) 458-5921
HOLIDAY SPECIALS

g FOR SENIORS: s
-Permanents $25.00

Wash, Set, Cut $12.50

Meals, Shopping, Doctors Visits,
Laundry and more.
Call for a free assessment.

586-4320
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REASONABLE RATES « BONDED & INSURED
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When You Need Us

rooms are ideal for married couples.

* Supervised bathing
* Extensive activities program
¢ Religious services

* Beautician
¢ Private telephones

¢ Three meals and two snacks each day
* Supervision of medication and special diets.

Residents are assisted by trained staff who are on duty around the clock.
Services included in the daily charge are:

* Private or semi-private rooms, furnished or unfurnished, featuring air
conditioning and the latest in smoke detector and sprinkler systems. Semi-private

¢ Transportation-for shopping
¢ Housekeeping

¢ Personal laundry service

* 24-Hour supervision

Services available, but not included in the dally charge, are:

¢ Cable television
e Newspapers

@ Call
§a 381-0282

GATE EA&T

2006 Five Mile Line Rd.® Penfield, New York

Parish prcgram gives
the homebound a ‘lift’

By Lee Strong
Senior staff writer

EAST BLOOMFIELD — Three years

ago, members of the social ministry
committee at St. Bridget/St. Joseph
Church were looking for ways to better
meet the needs of the homebound in
their area.

After deciding that one of the best.

ways to help people was to get them
out of their homes, the comnittee
created THEIRS — The Homebound
and Elderly in Rural Situations.

Through THEIRS, parishioners vol-
unteer to provide the area’s elderly
and homebound residents with rides
to doctor appointments, hospitals for
surgery or treatment, or even just to
shop and run errands.

Since its inception, the program has
been coordinated by Joan Merkel.

“I thought it was a great idea when
they called me up and asked if I would
do it,” Merkel recalled.

As part of her duties, Merkel links
individuals needing transportation
with volunteers. Those helped include
not only the elderly, but also people
who might otherwise be stuck at home
due to illness or because they are car-
ing for small children.

“They are often people who are de-
pendent on family, and family is not in
the area,” Merkel observed, adding,
“It's tough out here because we don't
have public transportation.”

In addition to calls from those need-
ing rides, Merkel also hears from agen-
cies — such as the Office of the Aging
— who need clients transported. .

Currently, eight drivers work w1th
THEIRS. However, Merkel noted, she
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has lost drivers over the years — for a
d reason.

“T've asked people to drive,” Merkel
explained, “and then I never heard
from them again because they formed
a bond with the person they drove.”

Thus they continue to drive that
person on their own, and not officially
as part of the program, Merkel noted.

Trish Snell, a member of the social
ministry committee who served as its
chairwoman at the time the program
was launched, said she saw the need
for such a service while working with
an ambulance squad in nearby Bristol.

Snell said that one time when the
squad was asked to stop in and check
on a woman who lived up in the
nearby hills, the crew had to drive
many miles off the main roads before
reaching the woman’s home.

. ““She just stuck in my mind,” Snell
said. “You know in rural areas that
there are people like that who are hid-
d en'll

Although the program has grown,
Snell said she’d like to see THEIRS

and even more.

“Its difficult for the people in
Bloomfield to come forward when they
need something, because there’s a lot
of pride,” she said. As word has
spread about the program, however,
people have become more comfortable
with asking for help.

As for volunteer drivers, Snell said
she is not worried.

“Our congregation, although small,
no matter what we ask them to do,
they just respond,” Snell said.
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EDITORS’ NOTE: To wvolunteer for

THEIRS, or to arrange for transportation,

contact Joan Merkel at 716/657-7003.

THOUGHTS TO CONSIDER
[

EDWIN SULEWSKI
FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Don’t funerals cost

too much?

The value of a funeral cannot be
measured totally in economic terms.
You must also consider social and
emotional factors. In economic terms
you pay for the service of trained,
licensed peaple, on call 24 hours a
day, 365 days a year. Our staff works
to assist you when your loved one
dies. The cost of a funeral also pays
for our comfortable building, special
vehicles and a casket. More impor-
tantly, a funeral gives you an impor-
tant opportunity to express your
emotions and feelings about the de-
ceased. Though a meaningful
ceremony you can express your love
and say good-bye. We cannot set a
value on these factors but psycholo-
gists have noted they are very impor-
tant for healthy living.

“SCHAUMAN.SULEWSKI ‘

FUNERAL HOME
2100 St. Paul St., Rochester, NY 14621
(716) 342-3400
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