
McQuaid student seeks prayers to beat cancer 
By Mike Latona 
Staff writer 

BRIGHTON — Cancer is not a con
tagious disease. Yet "contagious" 
would be a very accurate one-word 
description for the kind of support 
Brannon Smith has received in fighting 
his illness. 

Brannon, a 17-year-old senior at 
McQuaid Jesuit High School, has 
found his battle to be a true team 
effort 

"People have come out of the blue. 
People I've never met before, or never 
been close to, have sent cards and let
ters," remarked Brannon. 

The Pittsford resident has been fight
ing cancer since July of 1992, when he 
was diagnosed with a malignant bone 
tumor, known as Ewing's Sarcoma, in 
his left leg. 

He underwent chemotherapy and 
radiation treatments over the ensuing 
year, yet a biopsy performed this fall 
revealed that the cancer had spread to 
Brannon's lungs. Last week he re
sumed chemotherapy, and is facing, the 
possibility that his leg will be ampu
tated by year's end. 

It is a situation seemingly in need of 
a miracle — and that's exactly what 
Brannon has set out to find. 

He and his family recently visited 
the shrine of the North American Mar
tyrs in Auriesville, N.Y., where they 
learned about Blessed Kateri Tekak-
wilha. This Native American martyr — 
who died in the late 17th century at 
the age of 24 after devoting her life to 
smallpox victims in the Montreal area 

*— needs only one more miracle to 
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achieve sainthood. 
Brannon and his well-wishers are 

praying fervently that his own re
covery will serve as that miracle. 

Father Lawrence P. Searles, SJ, who 
serves as chaplain at McQuaid, has led 
this prayer effort He has distributed a 
number of leaflets bearing a handwrit
ten plea for prayer by Brannon on one 
side, and a novena to Blessed Kateri 
Tekakwitha on the other. 

This information, said Father Sear
les, has apparently been recopied and 
circulated all over the country — not 
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Southern Tier youth group sponsoring Nov. 14 art auction 
OWEGO — An art auction will be 

held Sunday, Nov. 14, in the hall of St. 
Patrick's Church, 300 Main St. This 
event will serve as a fundraiser for the 
combined youth group of St. Patrick 
and St. Margaret Mary Church, 1110 
Pennsylvania Ave., Apalachin. 

A preview will begin at 6:30 p.m., 

with the auction' starring at 7:30 p.m. 
Refreshments will be served. Tickets 
are $5 each and can be purchased at 
both church rectories as well as at the 
door. The auction will be coordinated 
by Marlin Art of Deer Park, N.Y. 

Call Jan Borromei, 607/625-3192, or 
..Peggy O'Connor, 687-0159, for details. 

Girl Scout leadership conference scheduled for Nov. 20 
PITTSFORD — "Leadership Explo

sion: 2000 and 3eyond" is the title for 
the first-ever Girl Scout Leadership 
Conference. The event will take place 
Saturday, Nov. 20, at Pittsford Suther
land High School, Sutherland. Street, 
from 9 ajn.-4 p.m. 

Mary-Frances Winter, a current Girl 
Scouts of the USA board member, will 
serve as the keynote speaker for this 
15-workshop conference. Topics to be 

explored"will include Effective Leader
ship Skills; Self-Esteem/Self De
velopment; and Girl Scouting: The All-
Girl Advantage. 

Cost is $15 for Girl Scout members 
and $25 for non-members. For details, 
cal l Welthea Christman at 
716/263-4117. 
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to mention parts of Africa, Japan and 
Puerto Rico. 

"That letter has had a profound 
effect on people. I've never seen a 
network of prayer take off like this," 
the chaplain commented. -

Father Searles also conducted a heal
ing Mass — with more than 50 people 
in attendance — on Oct. 30 at the home 

of Brannon and his parents, Robert and 
Kathy.-

In addition, a shortened novena is 
recited at the beginning of each school 
day by the McQuaid student body. 

"The students said it should go over 
the announcements," noted Father 
Searles. 

Brannon, who played soccer for 
McQuaid until his sophomore year, 
has been in and out of school since his 
illness was discovered. Yet he reports 
that he's still able to enjoy many of his 
normal activities. 

"You miss out on some things, but 
overall it's not too bad," he said. 

A parishioner at Good Shepherd 
Church in Henrietta, Brannon added 
that his Catholic faith has helped him 
through his ordeal. 

"(My faith has) strengthened. I al
ways used to go through the motions, 
but now it means a lot more to me," he 
remarked. 

Father Searles, who has prayed with 
Brannon and his family during Bran-
non's hospital stays, describes the 
McQuaid senior as a "peaceful-type 
person." 

"He's very open to the (Holy) Spirit. 
There's not a rebellious spirit in him at 
all," said Father Searles. 

EDITORS' NOTE: Those wishing to 
obtain copies of Brannon Smith's letter 
and the novena to Blessed Kateri Tekak
witha may call Father Lawrence P. Searles 
at 716/473-1130. 
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