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Haiti braces as U.N. deadline nears
WASHINGTON (CNS) — U.S.
bishops and the Vatican reiterated
support for restoring democracy in
Haiti as the U.N. deadline for the return of the country's deposed president neared.
In Haiti, the nation's bishops urged
citizens to avoid succumbing to fear as
violence increased.
CRS officials in the capital of Portau-Prince, meanwhile, said they were
closing their office early to get off the
streets to avoid possible run-ins with
roving gunmen.
Some U.S. and Canadian women religious have vowed to remain in the
Caribbean nation with the poor, despite the troubles.
Diplomats said they hoped to get a
U.N.-brokered plan back on track for
returning Haiti's ousted president.
Father Jean-Bertrand Aristide, to
power Oct. 30. Father Aristide was
elected in the country's first democratic elections and served seven months
— February to September 1991 — before being deposed in a military coup.
Following the collapse of a peace
plan to return the president, the U.N.
Security Council imposed economic
sanctions on Haiti
As a result- of the economic quarantine, gasoline supplies evaporated,
electrical blackouts became more frequent and food prices soared and public transportation was curtailed. The
impoverished nation's telephone service was said to be near collapse because of the lack of fuel.
In Washington, Archbishop John R.
Roach, head of the U.S. bishops'
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Committee on International Policy, reiterated support for Father Aristide's
government, but cautioned outsiders
against seeking to impose an outcome
to the crisis.
Without mentioning Father Aristide,
Archbishop Roach emphasized that the
Haitian people, who "had previously
been able only to dream of a democratic order, have expressed themselves
through the ballot; their will must be
respected."
He noted that the U.S. bishops' previous declarations against violence
and human rights abuses in Haiti
"committed both by the supporters
and the opponents of the elected
president, before, during, and after his
time in office."
Archbishop Roach said that "crimes
committed against representatives of
the church in early 1991" should not
be forgotten. He was referring to attacks by Father Aristide's supporters,
who destroyed church buildings,
stripped the papal nuncio to his
underwear and sent Haiti's top
churchmen scurrying into hiding.
But he continued, "neither can we
pass over in silence the hundreds of
violent deaths caused over the last two
years by allies of the de facto government. The murders in recent days of
prominent aides of the exiled president
seem especially heinous."
The statement also reiterated insistence on "a more compassionate response by our government to the pleas
of the Haitian boat people for refuge, a
safe haven from the danger and persecution they fear in Haiti."
Archbishop William H. Keeler of
Baltimore, president of the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops, said
Oct. 22 that Haiti was "in our minds
and our prayers."
"We're following it very closely and

praying that there will be a resolution
of the situation without bloodshed,"
said the archbishop, who was in Rome
for meetings with the pope and other
Vatican officials.
He said the church in the United
States has a deep interest in Haiti for
several reasons: It is a U.S. neighbor;
there are many Haitians in the United
States, and the situation of Haitian
refugees has prompted several statements by U.S. bishops.
In addition, he said, some local
churches have "partnerships" with
Haitian dioceses, and so are acutely
aware of how much the people are suffering there.
At the Vatican Oct. 20, Pope John
Paul II met with the papal nuncio in
Haiti, Archbishop Lorenzo Baldisseri,
to discuss the growing crisis.
The Vatican released no details of
the meeting, but said it had not
received any official request for mediation. The head of Haitian armed forces,
Gen. Raoul Cedras, reportedly had
suggested in an interview that the
pope might personally intercede to
help find a solution to the impasse
As the pope discussed the situation
in Haiti, his aides said the Vatican
supports a restoration of democracy
and is ready to deal with Father Aristide as the country's legitimate leader
if he returns to power.
At the same time, the Vatican maintains some reservations about Father
Aristide, who was expelled from the
Salesian religious order in 1988 for his
political activities, the officials said.
Father Aristide has not practiced his
priestly ministry since then.
The Vatican officials, who spoke on
the condition of anonymity, said the
Vaticaft was open and realistic about
Father Aristide regaining his political
role. But his past problems with
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Workers construct a boat in Leogane, Haiti, Oct. 21. U.S. officials
are concerned that refugees may
flood this country if exiled Haitian
president Jean-Bertrand Aristide
doesn't return to power by Oct. 30.
church authorities have left some misgivings, they said.
One official said the Vatican cannot
forget that "people around" Father
Aristide were responsible for the attack on church personnel and property
in 1991, referred to in Archbishop
Roach's statement. Father Aristide
later expressed "great sadness" over
the incidents.
When the Vatican replaced its papal
nuncio in 1992, four months after
Father Aristide's ouster, there was another disagreement with the priest.
The Vatican said it was merely replacing a nuncio who had been transferred
to Africa. But Father Aristide interpreted the move as recognition of the
army-backed government and condemned the Vatican in a speech at the
United Nations.

I

Paid Political Advertisement

WINTER VACATION IN FLORIDA
JAN. 15-23. 1994
Admission to 3 days Disneyworid, 1 day at
Busch Gardens, 1 day at Sea World, 8 nights
accommodations. Transportation via Deluxe
Blue Bird Coach wArideo. Daily breakfast buffet
included.
FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS IN NIAGARA
FALLS DEC. 5.1993
Includes Oak Ridge Boys Christmas Concert w/
Marie Osmond, dinner at Satvatore's Italian
Garden, display of lights both Canadian &
American and stop at duty free shop.
CHRISTMASTIME IN NEW YORK CITY
DEC. 17-19.1993

ELECT DENNIS BENDER
SENECA COUNTY JUDGE

Stay protected with the
PAAL, Quorum's Personal Attack Alarm
that blasts 103dB (min.) when you
simply pull the pin. Choose either the
standard or sports model. Carry it to
school, the mall, the park, wherever you
go. PAAL lets out a cryforhelp whenever
you need it. And only Quorum gives
you that kind of tech- QuOtlMtT
nology and security.
Securing Life

• District Attorney since 1986
• Member St Patrick's Parish
Parish Finance Committee
• Diocesan Synod Writing
Committee on Christian
Marriage & Family
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21st Century Electronics

Shopping at Fabulous Bloomingdates, Trump
Tower, Rockefeller Ctr., 5th Ave. and Little
Italy, Holiday dinner cruise w/entertainment;
Christmas Show at Radio City & dinner at LaVeranda with unlimited open bar. Sightseeing to
the Statue of Liberty & the Empire State Blag.
All inclusive.

Laurelle Ermatinger

(716) 425-3499
FREE DELIVERY

Paidforby the committe to elect Dennis Bender Seneca County Judge
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"Our Family Serving Your Family For Over 65 Years"

Vay-Schleich & Meeson
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Funeral Home, Inc.
2692 Dewey Avenue

663-2100

HIGH CLASS TOURS

1075 Long Pond Road

FUNERAL DIRECTORS OF THE ROCHESTER DIOCESE

SAL ORSI

247-9032
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ARNDT
FUNERAL HOME
Family Owned & Operated

The funeral Directors listed herein offer pre-need and at-need services and counseling in accordance with the Catholic faith.
Schauman-Sulewski
Funeral Home Inc.
Edwin Sulewski
2100 St. Paul Street
Rochester, NY 14621
(716) 342-3400

Michael R. Yaclriw
Funeral Home
1270 Norton Street
Rochester, NY 14621
(716) 544-5000

Crawford Funeral
Home, Inc.
"Our Family Serving Your Family"
Located at 495 N. Winton Rd.
(Between Atlantic & Humboldt)
(716)4824)400

DiPonzio Funeral
Home, Inc.
(AcrossfromSt. Theodore's
_,__ Church)
219 Spencerport Road
Rochester, NY 14606
429-6700

Funeral Directors

HART MONUMENT CO.
2301 Dewey Avenue
Since 1856
Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery

RONALD JOHN ARNDT
ROBERT J. ARNDT
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000-0 / 4 0

225-6350
1118 Long Pond Road
(South of Maiden Lane)
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